Society Under Control

Introduction

The landscape of crime and punishment has undergone
a dramatic transformation in recent decades. Mass
incarceration, zero-tolerance policies, and the rise of
the prison industrial complex have had a profound
impact on our societies. In this book, we will explore
the culture of control that has come to dominate our

thinking about crime and its consequences.

We will examine the role of neoconservative politics,
the media, and fear in shaping public opinion about
crime. We will also explore the impact of mass
incarceration on communities of color, the erosion of
civil liberties, and the challenges of reentry. Finally, we
will consider the future of crime and punishment,
including the need for a more just and humane

approach.



This book is essential reading for anyone who wants to
understand the complex relationship between crime,
punishment, and society. It is a call to action for a more
just and humane approach to crime and punishment,
one that is based on prevention, rehabilitation, and

restorative justice.

The culture of control has had a profound impact on
our societies. It has led to a decline in social trust, a rise
in inequality, and a loss of freedom. It has also eroded

civil liberties and made our communities less safe.

We need a new approach to crime and punishment,
one that is based on justice, compassion, and
rehabilitation. We need to invest in education, job
training, and mental health services. We need to
reform our criminal justice system to make it more fair
and effective. And we need to build stronger

communities that are less likely to produce crime.

The culture of control is a powerful force, but it is not

inevitable. We can change it. We can create a more just
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and humane society, one where everyone has the

opportunity to reach their full potential.



Book Description

In the past 30 years, our attitudes toward crime have
changed dramatically. We live in gated communities,
prison populations have skyrocketed, and issues like
racial profiling, community policing, and "zero-

tolerance" policies dominate the headlines.

This book explores the culture of control that has come
to dominate our thinking about crime and its
consequences. It examines the role of neoconservative
politics, the media, and fear in shaping public opinion
about crime. It also explores the impact of mass
incarceration on communities of color, the erosion of

civil liberties, and the challenges of reentry.

The culture of control has had a profound impact on
our societies. It has led to a decline in social trust, a rise
in inequality, and a loss of freedom. It has also eroded

civil liberties and made our communities less safe.



This book is a call to action for a more just and humane
approach to crime and punishment, one that is based
on prevention, rehabilitation, and restorative justice. It
argues that we need to invest in education, job training,
and mental health services. We need to reform our
criminal justice system to make it more fair and
effective. And we need to build stronger communities

that are less likely to produce crime.

The culture of control is a powerful force, but it is
not inevitable. We can change it. We can create a
more just and humane society, one where everyone

has the opportunity to reach their full potential.



Chapter 1: The Changing Landscape of

Crime and Punishment

Changing attitudes towards crime

In recent decades, there has been a significant shift in
public attitudes towards crime. In the past, crime was
often seen as a minor nuisance, something that could
be dealt with by the police and the courts. However,
today, crime is seen as a major threat to society,

something that needs to be dealt with harshly.

This change in attitude is due to a number of factors,

including:

e The rise of mass media: The media has played a
major role in shaping public opinion about
crime. By constantly reporting on crime stories,
the media has created the impression that crime
is more widespread and more serious than it

actually is.



e The growth of fear: Fear of crime has also
increased in recent years. This is due to a
number of factors, including the rise of gangs,
the increase in gun violence, and the perception
that the police are not doing enough to protect
the public.

e The decline of social trust: Social trust has also
declined in recent years. This means that people
are less likely to trust their neighbors and less
likely to believe that the government is capable
of protecting them. This decline in social trust
has made people more fearful of crime and more

likely to support harsh crime control policies.

The change in public attitudes towards crime has had a
profound impact on the criminal justice system. In
recent years, we have seen a dramatic increase in the
number of people being arrested, convicted, and
incarcerated. We have also seen a shift towards more

punitive sentencing policies. These changes have had a



negative impact on communities of color, who are
disproportionately represented in the criminal justice

system.

The changing attitudes towards crime are a complex
issue with no easy solutions. However, it is important
to understand the factors that have led to this change

in order to develop effective crime control policies.



Chapter 1: The Changing Landscape of

Crime and Punishment

The rise of mass incarceration

Mass incarceration is a relatively new phenomenon in
the United States. In the 1970s, the United States had
the lowest incarceration rate among Western
industrialized countries. By the early 21st century, it
had the highest. This dramatic increase in the prison
population has had a profound impact on American

society.

The rise of mass incarceration is due to a number of
factors, including the War on Drugs, the adoption of
harsh sentencing laws, and the dismantling of social
welfare programs. The War on Drugs, which began in
the 1980s, led to a significant increase in the number of
people arrested and convicted of drug offenses. Harsh
sentencing laws, such as mandatory minimum

sentences and three-strikes laws, have also contributed
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to the increase in the prison population. Finally, the
dismantling of social welfare programs has made it

more difficult for people to escape poverty and crime.

Mass incarceration has had a devastating impact on
communities of color. African Americans and Latinos
are disproportionately represented in the prison
population. This is due to a number of factors,
including racial profiling, poverty, and discrimination.
Mass incarceration has also led to the erosion of civil
liberties, the decline of social trust, and the rise of

inequality.

The rise of mass incarceration is a major problem that
has had a profound impact on American society. It is a
problem that needs to be addressed if we want to

create a more just and humane society.
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Chapter 1: The Changing Landscape of

Crime and Punishment

The impact of neoconservative politics

The rise of neoconservative politics in the 1980s had a
profound impact on the culture of control
Neoconservatives argued that the traditional values of
hard work, self-reliance, and personal responsibility
had been eroded by the welfare state and the
permissive culture of the 1960s and 1970s. They
believed that the government needed to take a more
active role in promoting these values and in cracking

down on crime.

Neoconservative politicians implemented a number of
policies that reflected these beliefs. They cut taxes on
the wealthy, reduced social welfare programs, and
increased funding for law enforcement. They also
passed laws that made it easier to arrest and imprison

people, and they expanded the use of the death penalty.
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These policies had a significant impact on the criminal
justice system. The number of people incarcerated in
the United States skyrocketed from 300,000 in 1980 to
over 2 million in 2000. This increase was driven largely
by the incarceration of people of color, who were
disproportionately targeted by the police and the

courts.

The impact of neoconservative policies was not limited
to the criminal justice system. The culture of control
also permeated other areas of society, such as
education, welfare, and housing. Neoconservative
politicians argued that the government needed to take
a more active role in promoting traditional values and
in cracking down on social problems. This led to a
number of policies that made it more difficult for
people to access social services and that increased the

stigma associated with poverty and crime.

The culture of control has had a profound impact on

American society. It has led to a decline in social trust,
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a rise in inequality, and a loss of freedom. It has also
eroded civil liberties and made our communities less

safe.

The rise of neoconservative politics was a major factor
in the development of the culture of control
Neoconservative politicians implemented a number of
policies that made it easier to arrest and imprison
people, and they expanded the use of the death penalty.
These policies had a significant impact on the criminal

justice system and on society as a whole.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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