
The  Great  Issue:  Exploring  Life's 

Greatest Questions

Introduction

Pasquale  De  Marco,  a  highly  regarded  author,  has 

written a groundbreaking book that delves into some 

of  life's  most  profound  questions.  The  book  is  a 

collection of essays that explore the nature of existence, 

the meaning of happiness, the challenges of adversity, 

the  journey  of  self-discovery,  and  the  future  of 

humanity.

In  the  introduction  to  the  book,  Pasquale  De  Marco 

writes:

"We live  in  a  world  that  is  constantly  changing  and 

evolving. New discoveries are being made all the time, 

and our understanding of the universe and our place in 

it  is  constantly  being  challenged.  This  can  be  a 
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daunting and overwhelming experience, but it can also 

be  an  exciting  and  inspiring  one.  For  it  is  in  these 

moments of uncertainty that we have the opportunity 

to grow and learn the most.

This  book  is  an  invitation  to  explore  some  of  life's 

greatest mysteries. It is a journey into the unknown, a 

search  for  meaning  and  purpose  in  a  world  that  is 

often chaotic and confusing. I hope that you will join 

me on this journey, and that together we can discover 

new insights and a deeper understanding of ourselves 

and the world around us."

The introduction goes on to provide a brief overview of 

the book's chapters. It concludes with a call to action, 

urging readers to embrace the unknown and to never 

stop exploring.

"The  future  is  uncertain,  but  it  is  also  full  of 

possibilities.  Let  us  embrace  the  unknown  and  see 

what  it  holds.  Let  us  never  stop  exploring,  learning, 
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and growing. For it is in these moments of discovery 

that we find the true meaning of life."
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Book Description

The Great Issue: Exploring Life's Greatest Questions 

is  a  groundbreaking  exploration  of  life's  greatest 

mysteries.  In  this  thought-provoking  and  insightful 

book,  Pasquale  De  Marco  delves  into  the  nature  of 

existence, the meaning of happiness, the challenges of 

adversity, the journey of self-discovery, and the future 

of humanity.

Pasquale De Marco writes with clarity and compassion, 

offering  a  unique  perspective  on  some  of  the  most 

fundamental  questions  we  face  as  human  beings. 

Through  a  series  of  engaging  essays,  Pasquale  De 

Marco  invites  readers  to  explore  the  unknown,  to 

search  for  meaning  and  purpose,  and  to  never  stop 

learning and growing.

This  book is  a  must-read for  anyone who is  curious 

about the world around them and their place in it. It is 

a  book that  will  challenge  your  assumptions,  inspire 
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your thinking, and stay with you long after you finish 

reading it.

Pasquale De Marco is  a highly regarded author and 

speaker who has written extensively on the topics of 

personal growth, spirituality, and the human condition. 

Her work has been translated into multiple languages 

and has been read by millions of  people around the 

world.

The Great Issue: Exploring Life's Greatest Questions 

is  Pasquale  De  Marco's  most  ambitious  and thought-

provoking work to date. It is a book that is sure to spark 

conversation, inspire change, and help readers to live 

more meaningful and fulfilling lives. 

5



Chapter 1: The Enigma of Existence

The Origin of Life

The origin of life is one of the most fundamental and 

enduring mysteries in science. How did the first living 

organisms  come  into  being  from  non-living  matter? 

This question has puzzled philosophers and scientists 

for centuries, and it is still a subject of active research 

today.

One of the leading theories about the origin of life is 

the  RNA  world  hypothesis.  This  hypothesis  proposes 

that  RNA,  a  molecule  that  can  both  store  genetic 

information and catalyze chemical reactions, was the 

first  self-replicating  molecule.  RNA  molecules  could 

have  formed  spontaneously  in  the  early  Earth's 

environment,  and  they  could  have  then  begun  to 

evolve and replicate, eventually giving rise to the first 

living cells.
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Another  theory  about  the  origin  of  life  is  the 

panspermia hypothesis. This hypothesis proposes that 

life  originated  on another  planet,  such as  Mars,  and 

was then transported to Earth by asteroids or comets. 

While  there  is  some  evidence  to  support  this 

hypothesis, it is still considered to be speculative.

The origin of  life  is  a  complex and fascinating topic, 

and there is still much that we do not know. However, 

the research that  has been done so far has given us 

some tantalizing clues about how life  may have first 

arisen on Earth.

In  addition  to  the  RNA  world  hypothesis  and  the 

panspermia hypothesis,  there are a  number of  other 

theories about the origin of life. These theories include:

 The  hydrothermal  vent  hypothesis: This 

hypothesis  proposes  that  life  originated  in 

hydrothermal vents, which are hot springs that 

release  chemicals  from  the  Earth's  interior. 
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These  chemicals  could  have  provided  the 

building blocks for the first living organisms.

 The deep-sea vent hypothesis: This hypothesis 

proposes  that  life  originated in  deep-sea vents, 

which are similar to hydrothermal vents but are 

located in the deep ocean. The high pressure and 

temperature of these vents could have provided 

the conditions necessary for the formation of the 

first living organisms.

 The clay hypothesis: This  hypothesis  proposes 

that  life  originated  in  clay  minerals.  Clay 

minerals  can  absorb  and  concentrate  organic 

molecules,  and  they  could  have  provided  a 

protected  environment  for  the  first  living 

organisms to evolve.

The origin of  life  is  a  complex and fascinating topic, 

and there is still much that we do not know. However, 

the research that  has been done so far has given us 
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some tantalizing clues about how life  may have first 

arisen on Earth.
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Chapter 1: The Enigma of Existence

The Meaning of Consciousness

Consciousness  is  one  of  the  most  fascinating  and 

mysterious aspects of human existence. It is the ability 

to  be  aware  of  our  own  thoughts,  feelings,  and 

experiences. It is what allows us to reflect on our past, 

plan  for  our  future,  and  make  sense  of  the  world 

around us.

But what exactly is consciousness? How does it work? 

And why do we have it?

Scientists  have  been  studying  consciousness  for 

centuries, but they still don't have all the answers. One 

of  the  biggest  challenges  is  that  consciousness  is  a 

subjective experience. It is something that we can only 

experience  for  ourselves.  This  makes  it  difficult  to 

study and measure.

Despite  the  challenges,  scientists  have  made  some 

progress  in  understanding  consciousness.  They  have 
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identified  several  different  brain  regions  that  are 

involved  in  consciousness,  including  the  cerebral 

cortex,  the  thalamus,  and  the  brainstem.  They  have 

also  learned  that  consciousness  is  closely  linked  to 

sleep and dreaming.

One of the most popular theories of consciousness is 

the  integrated  information theory.  This  theory  states 

that  consciousness  is  a  measure  of  the  amount  of 

integrated  information  in  a  system.  Integrated 

information is  information that  is  both complex and 

unified.  The  more  integrated  the  information  in  a 

system, the more conscious that system is.

The integrated information theory is  still  a  relatively 

new theory, but it has gained a lot of support in recent 

years.  It  is  one  of  the  most  promising  theories  of 

consciousness  that  we  have,  and  it  could  help  us  to 

better  understand  this  fascinating  and  mysterious 

phenomenon.
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In  addition  to  the  scientific  study  of  consciousness, 

there is also a long history of philosophical inquiry into 

the nature of consciousness. Philosophers have debated 

the  question  of  whether  consciousness  is  a 

fundamental property of the universe or whether it is 

an illusion.  They have also explored the relationship 

between consciousness and the mind, and the role of 

consciousness in free will and moral responsibility.

The  study  of  consciousness  is  a  complex  and 

challenging  field,  but  it  is  also  one  of  the  most 

important.  Consciousness  is  a  fundamental  part  of 

human  existence,  and  it  is  essential  for  our 

understanding of ourselves and the world around us. 

As we continue to learn more about consciousness, we 

will gain a deeper understanding of what it means to 

be human.
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Chapter 1: The Enigma of Existence

The Illusion of Time

We live in a world that is constantly changing. The sun 

rises and sets, the seasons come and go, and we grow 

older  with  each  passing  day.  Time  seems  to  flow 

relentlessly forward, carrying us along with it.

But what is time, exactly? Is it real, or is it simply an 

illusion?

Physicists  tell  us  that  time  is  the  fourth  dimension, 

along  with  the  three  spatial  dimensions  of  length, 

width, and height. They say that time is a continuum, 

meaning that it is infinitely divisible. We can measure 

time in seconds, minutes, hours, days, years, and so on, 

but there is no smallest unit of time.

But if time is a continuum, why do we experience it as 

a series of discrete moments? Why do we feel like we 

are  constantly  moving forward in  time,  and that  we 

can never go back?
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One possible explanation is that our brains are wired 

to perceive time in this way. Our brains are constantly 

taking in information from the world around us, and 

they  use  this  information  to  create  a  model  of  the 

world. This model includes our memories of the past, 

our  expectations  for  the  future,  and  our  current 

experiences.

Our brains use this model to help us make decisions 

and to navigate the world around us. But because our 

brains are not perfect, our model of the world is not 

always accurate. This can lead to us experiencing time 

in a way that is not consistent with the way that time 

actually flows.

For example, when we are bored, time seems to pass 

more  slowly.  This  is  because  our  brains  are  not 

receiving much new information, so our model of the 

world is not being updated as frequently. As a result, 

we feel like we are stuck in the present moment.
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On the other hand, when we are engaged in an activity 

that we enjoy, time seems to pass more quickly. This is 

because  our  brains  are  receiving  a  lot  of  new 

information,  so  our  model  of  the  world  is  being 

updated more frequently. As a result, we feel like we 

are moving forward in time more quickly.

The illusion of time is a powerful one. It can make us 

feel like we are constantly running out of time, or that 

we  are  not  making  the  most  of  our  time.  But  it  is 

important  to  remember  that  time  is  not  real.  It  is 

simply a construct of our brains.

We cannot control the flow of time, but we can control 

how we experience it. We can choose to spend our time 

doing things that we enjoy, and we can choose to focus 

on the present moment. By doing this, we can make the 

most of our time and live a more fulfilling life.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

20


	The Great Issue: Exploring Life's Greatest Questions
	Introduction
	Book Description
	Chapter 1: The Enigma of Existence
	The Origin of Life

	Chapter 1: The Enigma of Existence
	The Meaning of Consciousness

	Chapter 1: The Enigma of Existence
	The Illusion of Time

	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.
	Table of Contents
	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.

