The Unseen Power of Oliver Cromwell

Introduction

Oliver Cromwell, the Lord Protector of England,
Scotland, and Ireland, was a towering figure in British
history. His rise to power during the English Civil War
and his subsequent rule as Lord Protector were
marked by both great achievements and significant
controversies. This book aims to provide a
comprehensive and nuanced understanding of

Cromwell's life, his accomplishments, and his legacy.

Cromwell was born into a well-to-do family in
Huntingdon, England, in 1599. He received a good
education and was deeply influenced by the Puritan
religious movement. When the English Civil War broke
out in 1642, Cromwell joined the Parliamentarian army

and quickly rose through the ranks. He was a brilliant



military commander and won several decisive victories

against the Royalists.

In 1653, Cromwell was appointed Lord Protector of
England, Scotland, and Ireland. He ruled for five years,
during which time he reformed the English
government, established religious toleration, and
expanded the British Empire. He also led England to

victory in several wars, including the Anglo-Dutch War.

Cromwell's rule was not without its challenges. He
faced opposition from both Royalists and
Parliamentarians, and he was forced to suppress
several rebellions. He also faced criticism for his
religious policies and his authoritarian rule.
Nevertheless, he remained a popular figure among
many Englishmen, who admired his strength, his

determination, and his commitment to reform.

Cromwell died in 1658 at the age of 59. He was
succeeded by his son, Richard, but the Protectorate

collapsed two years later, and the monarchy was
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restored. Cromwell's legacy remains a subject of debate
among historians. Some see him as a great leader who
saved England from tyranny, while others view him as
a ruthless dictator who subverted the democratic gains

of the English Civil War.

This book will explore all aspects of Cromwell's life and
career. It will examine his military achievements, his
political reforms, his religious policies, and his foreign
policy. It will also consider his legacy and how he is

remembered today.



Book Description

Oliver Cromwell was a complex and controversial
figure who left an indelible mark on British history.
This comprehensive biography explores all aspects of
Cromwell's life and career, from his humble beginnings
to his rise to power as Lord Protector of England,

Scotland, and Ireland.

Cromwell was born into a well-to-do family in
Huntingdon, England, in 1599. He received a good
education and was deeply influenced by the Puritan
religious movement. When the English Civil War broke
out in 1642, Cromwell joined the Parliamentarian army
and quickly rose through the ranks. He was a brilliant
military commander and won several decisive victories

against the Royalists.

In 1653, Cromwell was appointed Lord Protector of
England, Scotland, and Ireland. He ruled for five years,

during which time he reformed the English



government, established religious toleration, and
expanded the British Empire. He also led England to

victory in several wars, including the Anglo-Dutch War.

Cromwell's rule was not without its challenges. He
faced opposition from both Royalists and
Parliamentarians, and he was forced to suppress
several rebellions. He also faced criticism for his
religious policies and his authoritarian rule.
Nevertheless, he remained a popular figure among
many Englishmen, who admired his strength, his

determination, and his commitment to reform.

Cromwell died in 1658 at the age of 59. He was
succeeded by his son, Richard, but the Protectorate
collapsed two years later, and the monarchy was
restored. Cromwell's legacy remains a subject of debate
among historians. Some see him as a great leader who
saved England from tyranny, while others view him as
a ruthless dictator who subverted the democratic gains

of the English Civil War.



This book offers a fresh perspective on Cromwell's life
and career. It draws on the latest scholarship to
provide a comprehensive and nuanced account of this
fascinating historical figure. The book is written in a
clear and engaging style, making it accessible to both

general readers and scholars alike.



Chapter 1: The Rise of Cromwell

Cromwell's Early Life

Oliver Cromwell was born on April 25, 1599, in
Huntingdon, England. He was the son of Robert
Cromwell, a successful farmer and brewer, and
Elizabeth Steward, the daughter of a wealthy
merchant. Cromwell received a good education at
Huntingdon Grammar School, where he studied Latin,
Greek, and history. He was also a keen sportsman and

enjoyed hunting, hawking, and playing bowls.

After leaving school, Cromwell briefly attended
Cambridge University, but he did not complete his
studies. Instead, he returned home to Huntingdon to
help his father manage the family business. In 1620, he
married Elizabeth Bourchier, the daughter of a local

landowner. The couple had nine children together.

In 1628, Cromwell was elected to Parliament as the

representative for Huntingdon. He quickly made a
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name for himself as a strong advocate for Puritanism
and a critic of the policies of King Charles I. When the
English Civil War broke out in 1642, Cromwell joined
the Parliamentarian army and quickly rose through the

ranks.

Cromwell's military successes were due in part to his
strong religious faith. He believed that God was on the
side of the Parliamentarians and that he was fighting
for a just cause. He was also a brilliant military
commander and was able to inspire his troops to fight

with great courage and determination.

By the end of the war in 1649, Cromwell had become
one of the most powerful men in England. He was
appointed Lord Protector of England, Scotland, and
Ireland in 1653, and he ruled for five years. During his
time as Lord Protector, Cromwell reformed the English
government, established religious toleration, and
expanded the British Empire. He also led England to

victory in several wars, including the Anglo-Dutch War.



Cromwell died in 1658 at the age of 59. He was
succeeded by his son, Richard, but the Protectorate
collapsed two years later, and the monarchy was
restored. Cromwell's legacy remains a subject of debate
among historians. Some see him as a great leader who
saved England from tyranny, while others view him as
a ruthless dictator who subverted the democratic gains

of the English Civil War.



Chapter 1: The Rise of Cromwell

Cromwell's Role in the English Civil War

Oliver Cromwell played a pivotal role in the English
Civil War, which lasted from 1642 to 1651. The war was
fought between the Royalists, who supported King
Charles I, and the Parliamentarians, who opposed the
king's rule. Cromwell was a staunch Parliamentarian
and one of the most skilled and successful military

commanders in the war.

Cromwell's military career began in 1642 when he
raised a troop of cavalry to fight for the
Parliamentarians. He quickly rose through the ranks
and soon became one of the most trusted and respected
commanders in the Parliamentarian army. Cromwell
was a brilliant military strategist and tactician. He was
also a devout Puritan and believed that he was fighting

for a just cause.
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Cromwell's victories at Marston Moor and Naseby were
two of the most important battles of the English Civil
War. At Marston Moor, Cromwell's cavalry played a
key role in defeating the Royalist army. At Naseby,
Cromwell's army routed the Royalists, effectively

ending the war.

After the war, Cromwell played a leading role in the
establishment of the Commonwealth of England. He
was elected to Parliament and served as Lord Protector
from 1653 to 1658. During his time as Lord Protector,
Cromwell reformed the English government,
established religious toleration, and expanded the

British Empire.

Cromwell's role in the English Civili War was
significant. He was a brilliant military commander and
a key figure in the establishment of the Commonwealth
of England. His legacy remains a subject of debate
among historians, but there is no doubt that he was one

of the most important figures in English history.
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Cromwell's military successes were due to a number of
factors. He was a skilled tactician and strategist. He was
also able to motivate his troops and inspire them to
fight for the cause of Parliament. Cromwell's victories
also benefited from the fact that he was fighting against

a divided and demoralized Royalist army.

Cromwell's role in the English Civil War was not
without controversy. He was accused of being a
ruthless dictator and of suppressing dissent. However,
he was also a popular figure among many Englishmen,
who admired his strength, his determination, and his

commitment to reform.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of Cromwell

Cromwell's Victories at Marston Moor and

Naseby

The English Civil War was a bitter and bloody conflict
that raged across England, Scotland, and Ireland from
1642 to 1651. The war pitted the Royalists, led by King
Charles I, against the Parliamentarians, who were

opposed to the king's increasingly authoritarian rule.

Oliver Cromwell was one of the most prominent and
successful military commanders on the
Parliamentarian side. He was a skilled tactician and a
charismatic leader, and his victories at Marston Moor
and Naseby were two of the most decisive battles of the

war.

The Battle of Marston Moor took place on July 2, 1644.
The Royalists had a larger army than the
Parliamentarians, but Cromwell and his fellow
commanders were able to outmaneuver them and win
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a decisive victory. The battle was a turning point in the
war, and it marked the beginning of the end for the

Royalist cause.

The Battle of Naseby took place on June 14, 1645. The
two armies were roughly equal in size, but Cromwell
and his troops were better trained and disciplined.
Cromwell's cavalry, in particular, was devastatingly
effective, and they routed the Royalist cavalry early in
the battle. The Royalists were forced to retreat, and the

Parliamentarians won a complete victory.

Cromwell's victories at Marston Moor and Naseby were
major turning points in the English Civil War. They
helped to secure the Parliamentarian victory and
paved the way for the establishment of the
Commonwealth of England, with Cromwell as its Lord

Protector.

Cromwell's military victories were due to a number of
factors. He was a skilled tactician and a charismatic

leader. He was also able to inspire his troops with his
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religious fervor. Cromwell believed that he was fighting

for a just cause, and he was determined to win.

Cromwell's victories also had a significant impact on
the course of English history. They helped to establish
the supremacy of Parliament over the monarchy, and
they led to the execution of King Charles I. Cromwell's
victories also helped to pave the way for the British
Empire, as Cromwell used his power to expand

England's overseas possessions.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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