
Orphaned Journey: The Unwanted Child

Introduction

Orphaned Journey: The Unwanted Child is a powerful 

and moving account of the experiences of orphans who 

were sent to Canada as part of a lucrative child slave 

movement.  Based  on  actual  events,  this  book  sheds 

light on a dark chapter in history and the resilience of 

the human spirit.

In the late 1800s and early 1900s, thousands of orphans 

from Britain and Ireland were sent to Canada to work 

as farm laborers. These children were often mistreated 

and  exploited,  and  many  died  from  overwork, 

malnutrition, or disease.

Despite  the  hardships  they  faced,  many  of  these 

orphans went on to lead successful and fulfilling lives. 

They found new families, built new communities, and 
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contributed to the growth and development of Canada. 

Their  stories  are  a  testament  to  the  strength  of  the 

human spirit and the power of hope.

This book is a tribute to the courage and resilience of 

the orphans who were sent to Canada. It is also a call to 

action to ensure that all children have the opportunity 

to grow up in a safe and loving home.

Pasquale De Marco has spent many years researching 

the  history  of  the  Home  Child  Movement.  He  has 

interviewed dozens of survivors and their families, and 

has  pored  over  countless  documents  and  archives. 

Orphaned  Journey:  The  Unwanted  Child  is  the 

culmination  of  his  work,  and  it  is  a  powerful  and 

important book that deserves to be read by everyone.
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Book Description

Orphaned  Journey:  The  Unwanted  Child is  a 

powerful  and  moving  account  of  the  experiences  of 

orphans who were sent to Canada as part of a lucrative 

child  slave  movement.  Based  on  actual  events,  this 

book sheds light on a dark chapter in history and the 

resilience of the human spirit.

In the late 1800s and early 1900s, thousands of orphans 

from Britain and Ireland were sent to Canada to work 

as farm laborers. These children were often mistreated 

and  exploited,  and  many  died  from  overwork, 

malnutrition, or disease.

Despite  the  hardships  they  faced,  many  of  these 

orphans went on to lead successful and fulfilling lives. 

They found new families, built new communities, and 

contributed to the growth and development of Canada. 

Their  stories  are  a  testament  to  the  strength  of  the 

human spirit and the power of hope.
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Orphaned Journey: The Unwanted Child is a tribute 

to the courage and resilience of the orphans who were 

sent to Canada. It is also a call to action to ensure that 

all children have the opportunity to grow up in a safe 

and loving home.

Pasquale De Marco has spent many years researching 

the  history  of  the  Home  Child  Movement.  He  has 

interviewed dozens of survivors and their families, and 

has  pored  over  countless  documents  and  archives. 

Orphaned  Journey:  The  Unwanted  Child is  the 

culmination  of  his  work,  and  it  is  a  powerful  and 

important book that deserves to be read by everyone. 
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Chapter 1: The Orphan's Plight

1. The Origins of Orphanhood

Orphanhood  is  a  tragedy  that  can  strike  any  child, 

regardless of their background or circumstances. It can 

be caused by a variety of factors, including:

 Death  of  parents: This  is  the  most  common 

cause  of  orphanhood.  It  can  be  caused  by 

accidents, illness, or natural disasters.

 Abandonment: Some  children  are  abandoned 

by their parents or guardians. This can be due to 

poverty, neglect, or abuse.

 War and conflict: War and conflict can lead to 

the  death  or  displacement  of  parents,  leaving 

children orphaned.

 Natural  disasters: Natural  disasters,  such  as 

earthquakes,  floods,  and  hurricanes,  can  also 

lead  to  the  death  or  displacement  of  parents, 

leaving children orphaned.
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The loss of parents can have a devastating impact on a 

child's life. Children who are orphaned are more likely 

to experience poverty, homelessness, and abuse. They 

are also more likely to have mental  health problems 

and to drop out of school.

The  origins  of  orphanhood  are  complex  and  varied. 

However, one thing is clear: orphanhood is a tragedy 

that can have a lasting impact on a child's life.

Paragraph 2:

The  death  of  parents  is  the  most  common  cause  of 

orphanhood. This can be caused by a variety of factors, 

including accidents, illness, or natural disasters. When 

parents die, children are often left alone and without 

any means of support. They may be forced to live on 

the  streets  or  in  orphanages,  where  they  are  often 

subjected to abuse and neglect.

Paragraph 3:

6



Abandonment  is  another  common  cause  of 

orphanhood.  Some  children  are  abandoned  by  their 

parents  or  guardians  because  they  are  unwanted  or 

because  their  parents  are  unable  to  care  for  them. 

Abandoned children are often left  alone and without 

any means of support. They may be forced to live on 

the  streets  or  in  orphanages,  where  they  are  often 

subjected to abuse and neglect.

Paragraph 4:

War and conflict can also lead to orphanhood. When 

war  breaks  out,  families  are  often  separated  and 

children are left alone. Children who are orphaned by 

war are often forced to live on the streets or in refugee 

camps, where they are often subjected to violence and 

abuse.

Paragraph 5:

Natural disasters can also lead to orphanhood. When 

natural  disasters  strike,  families  are  often  separated 
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and children are left alone. Children who are orphaned 

by  natural  disasters  are  often  forced  to  live  on  the 

streets or in temporary shelters, where they are often 

subjected to disease and abuse.

Paragraph 6:

The  origins  of  orphanhood  are  complex  and  varied. 

However, one thing is clear: orphanhood is a tragedy 

that can have a lasting impact on a child's life. Children 

who  are  orphaned  are  more  likely  to  experience 

poverty, homelessness, and abuse. They are also more 

likely to have mental health problems and to drop out 

of school.
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Chapter 1: The Orphan's Plight

2. The Life of an Orphan

Life for an orphan in the late 1800s and early 1900s 

was often harsh and unforgiving. Many orphans were 

abandoned at  birth,  left  on the  steps  of  churches  or 

orphanages,  or simply left  to fend for themselves on 

the streets.

Those who were lucky enough to  find a  place in  an 

orphanage often faced a life of hard labor and abuse. 

Orphans  were  often  forced  to  work  long  hours  in 

factories or on farms, and they were often beaten or 

mistreated by the adults in charge of them.

In  addition  to  the  physical  hardships  they  faced, 

orphans also suffered from a lack of emotional support. 

They were often isolated from the outside world, and 

they  had  few  opportunities  to  develop  close 

relationships with other children or adults.
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As a result of these hardships, many orphans grew up 

with  low  self-esteem  and  a  sense  of  worthlessness. 

They often felt that they were unwanted and unloved, 

and they struggled to find a place in the world.

Despite the challenges they faced, many orphans went 

on to lead successful and fulfilling lives. They were able 

to  overcome  their  difficult  childhoods  and  find 

happiness and success in their adult lives. Their stories 

are a testament to the resilience of the human spirit.
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Chapter 1: The Orphan's Plight

3. The Emotional Toll of Orphanhood

The  emotional  toll  of  orphanhood  is  profound  and 

long-lasting.  Children  who  lose  their  parents 

experience a range of emotions, including grief, anger, 

fear,  and  abandonment.  They  may  also  feel  isolated 

and alone, and they may struggle to trust others.

The  grief  of  losing  a  parent  is  often  overwhelming. 

Children  may  feel  like  they  have  lost  a  part  of 

themselves,  and they may struggle  to  make sense  of 

their  new  reality.  They  may  experience  intense 

sadness, crying spells, and difficulty sleeping.

Anger  is  another  common  emotion  experienced  by 

orphans. They may be angry at their parents for dying, 

at  the  people  who  failed  to  protect  them,  or  at  the 

world in general. Anger can be a destructive emotion, 

but it can also be a source of strength and motivation.
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Fear  is  another  common  emotion  experienced  by 

orphans. They may be afraid of being alone, of being 

abandoned,  or  of  being  hurt.  Fear  can  lead  to 

avoidance behaviors, such as withdrawing from social 

situations or refusing to try new things.

Abandonment  is  a  common  feeling  among  orphans. 

They may feel  like  they have been rejected by  their 

parents, by society, or by the world. Abandonment can 

lead to feelings of worthlessness and low self-esteem.

Isolation is another common experience for orphans. 

They  may  feel  like  they  are  different  from  other 

children, and they may have difficulty making friends. 

Isolation  can  lead  to  loneliness,  depression,  and 

anxiety.

Trust is a difficult issue for many orphans. They may 

have difficulty trusting adults, especially those who are 

in positions of authority. This can make it difficult for 

them to form healthy relationships and to succeed in 

school and in life.

12



The emotional toll of orphanhood is significant, but it is 

important  to  remember  that  orphans  are  resilient. 

They have the strength to  overcome their  challenges 

and to build happy and fulfilling lives. With the right 

support, orphans can heal from their trauma and go on 

to lead successful and productive lives.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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