Mastering Modern Watercolor: A

Journey to Expressive Creativity

Introduction

Pasquale De Marco's latest book, Mastering Modern
Watercolor: A Journey to Expressive Creativity, is a
comprehensive guide to mastering modern watercolor
techniques. Whether youre a beginner or an
experienced painter, this book will help you develop

your skills and create stunning works of art.

With clear and concise instructions, Pasquale De Marco
covers everything from the basics of watercolor
painting to advanced techniques. You'll learn how to
choose the right brushes, paints, and paper, and how to
create a variety of effects, from washes and glazes to

dry brush and sponging.



Mastering Modern Watercolor: A Journey to Expressive
Creativity also includes a wealth of inspiration, with
beautiful examples of watercolor paintings from
around the world. These paintings will help you to see
the potential of watercolor and to develop your own

unique style.

If you're ready to take your watercolor painting to the
next level, then Mastering Modern Watercolor: A
Journey to Expressive Creativity is the perfect book for
you. With its expert instruction and inspiring
examples, this book will help you to create beautiful

works of art that will be treasured for years to come.

In Mastering Modern Watercolor: A Journey to

Expressive Creativity, you'll learn:

e The basics of watercolor painting, including how
to choose the right brushes, paints, and paper
e A variety of watercolor techniques, from washes

and glazes to dry brush and sponging



e How to capture the beauty of nature in your
paintings

e How to add figures and other elements to your
paintings

e How to develop your own unique style

With its clear and concise instructions and inspiring
examples, Mastering Modern Watercolor: A Journey to
Expressive Creativity is the perfect book for watercolor

painters of all levels.



Book Description

Mastering Modern Watercolor: A Journey to
Expressive Creativity is the ultimate guide to
watercolor painting for beginners and experienced
artists alike. With clear and concise instructions,
Pasquale De Marco covers everything from the basics
of watercolor painting to advanced techniques. You'll
learn how to choose the right brushes, paints, and
paper, and how to create a variety of effects, from

washes and glazes to dry brush and sponging.

This comprehensive guide also includes a wealth of
inspiration, with beautiful examples of watercolor
paintings from around the world. These paintings will
help you to see the potential of watercolor and to

develop your own unique style.

Whether you're a beginner looking to learn the basics
or an experienced painter looking to improve your

skills, Mastering Modern Watercolor: A Journey to



Expressive Creativity has something for you. With its
expert instruction and inspiring examples, this book
will help you to create beautiful works of art that will

be treasured for years to come.

In Mastering Modern Watercolor: A Journey to

Expressive Creativity, you'll learn:

e The basics of watercolor painting, including how
to choose the right brushes, paints, and paper

e A variety of watercolor techniques, from washes
and glazes to dry brush and sponging

e How to capture the beauty of nature in your
paintings

e How to add figures and other elements to your
paintings

e How to develop your own unique style

With its clear and concise instructions and inspiring
examples, Mastering Modern Watercolor: A Journey to
Expressive Creativity is the perfect book for watercolor

painters of all levels.



Chapter 1: Watercolor Fundamentals

Pigment Properties

Pigments are the tiny particles that give watercolor
paint its color. They are made from a variety of
materials, including minerals, plants, and animals.
Each pigment has its own unique properties, which

affect the way it behaves in paint.

Some pigments are transparent, allowing light to pass
through them. Others are opaque, blocking light and
creating a solid color. Some pigments are granulating,
meaning they form small clumps in the paint, which
can create a textured effect. Others are non-

granulating, creating a smooth, even color.

The size of the pigment particles also affects the way
the paint behaves. Smaller particles create a smoother,
more even color, while larger particles can create a

more textured effect.



The amount of pigment in the paint also affects its
properties. Paints with a high pigment content are
more saturated and intense, while paints with a low

pigment content are more transparent and subtle.

Understanding the properties of different pigments is
essential for watercolor painters. By choosing the right
pigments, you can create a variety of effects in your

paintings.

Here are some examples of how different pigments can

be used to create different effects:

e Transparent pigments: Transparent pigments
allow light to pass through them, creating a
luminous, airy effect. They are often used for
washes and glazes.

e Opaque pigments: Opaque pigments block light,
creating a solid, matte effect. They are often used
for creating details and highlights.

e Granulating pigments: Granulating pigments

form small clumps in the paint, creating a
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textured effect. They are often used for creating

skies, water, and other natural elements.

e Non-granulating pigments: Non-granulating
pigments create a smooth, even color. They are
often used for creating flat areas of color or for

mixing with other pigments.

By understanding the properties of different pigments,
you can create a variety of effects in your watercolor
paintings. Experiment with different pigments to see

how they behave and to find the ones that you like best.



Chapter 1: Watercolor Fundamentals

Color Theory

Color theory is the foundation of all painting, and it is
especially important for watercolorists. Watercolor is a
transparent medium, so the colors you mix will be
affected by the colors of the paper and the layers of
paint beneath them. This can make it difficult to
achieve the colors you want, but with a good
understanding of color theory, you can learn to control
the colors in your paintings and create beautiful and

harmonious works of art.

The color wheel is a tool that can help you understand
color theory. The color wheel is a circle that shows the
relationships between different colors. The primary
colors are red, yellow, and blue. These colors cannot be
created by mixing other colors. The secondary colors
are orange, green, and purple. These colors are created

by mixing two primary colors. The tertiary colors are



created by mixing a primary color with a secondary

color.

The color wheel can be used to create different color
schemes. A monochromatic color scheme uses different
shades of a single color. An analogous color scheme
uses colors that are next to each other on the color
wheel. A complementary color scheme uses colors that

are opposite each other on the color wheel.

Color theory can also be used to create different moods
in your paintings. Warm colors, such as red, orange,
and yellow, can create a feeling of warmth and energy.
Cool colors, such as blue, green, and purple, can create

a feeling of coolness and calm.

By understanding color theory, you can learn to control
the colors in your paintings and create beautiful and

harmonious works of art.

Here are some tips for using color theory in your

watercolor paintings:
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e Start by choosing a color scheme. This will help
you to create a cohesive and harmonious
painting.

e Use the color wheel to mix colors. This will help

you to create the exact colors you want.

e Pay attention to the values of your colors. Value
refers to the lightness or darkness of a color. You
can use values to create contrast and depth in
your paintings.

e Experiment with different color combinations.
Don't be afraid to try new things. You may be
surprised at the beautiful results you can

achieve.

With a little practice, you can learn to use color theory
to create Dbeautiful and expressive watercolor

paintings.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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Chapter 10: Finding Your Artistic Voice

Building a Portfolio

Building a portfolio is an essential part of any artist's
career. It is a way to showcase your best work and to
attract potential clients or employers. A well-curated
portfolio can help you to stand out from the
competition and to land your dream job or

commission.

There are many different ways to build a portfolio. You
can create a physical portfolio, a digital portfolio, or
both. If you are just starting out, you may want to start
with a digital portfolio. This is a great way to share
your work with a wide audience without having to

spend a lot of money.

There are many different platforms that you can use to
create a digital portfolio. Some popular options include

Wix, Squarespace, and WordPress. These platforms
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make it easy to create a professional-looking portfolio

without having to know any coding.

Once you have chosen a platform, you need to decide
what work to include in your portfolio. It is important
to select your best work, and to choose pieces that
represent your unique style and voice. You should also
include a variety of work, so that potential clients or

employers can see your range.

In addition to your artwork, your portfolio should also
include a brief biography, a statement of intent, and a
contact page. Your biography should tell potential
clients or employers about your background and your
experience. Your statement of intent should explain
your artistic vision and your goals. Your contact page
should include your email address, phone number, and

website.

Once you have created a portfolio, you need to start
promoting it. You can do this by sharing it on social
media, entering it into competitions, and submitting it
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to galleries and art fairs. You can also send your

portfolio to potential clients or employers directly.

Building a portfolio takes time and effort, but it is an
essential part of any artist's career. By following these
tips, you can create a portfolio that will help you to
stand out from the competition and to land your dream

job or commission.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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