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Introduction

Since  the  dawn  of  human  civilization,  literature  has 

captivated  our  imaginations  and  enriched  our  lives. 

From  the  epic  poems  of  Homer  to  the  modern 

masterpieces of Toni Morrison, literature has provided 

a  mirror  to  our  hopes,  fears,  and  dreams.  It  has 

transported us to  distant  lands and introduced us to 

characters who have become our friends and mentors. 

It  has challenged our assumptions and expanded our 

understanding of the world around us.

In recent years, the study of literature has undergone a 

profound transformation.  Once the exclusive domain 

of  academics,  literature is  now more accessible  than 

ever before. Thanks to the internet and the rise of e-
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books,  anyone with  an  internet  connection  can read 

the works of the world's greatest writers. This has led 

to  a  renewed  interest  in  literature  and  a  growing 

appreciation for its power to change our lives.

This book is an introduction to the study of literature. It 

is designed to provide readers with a broad overview 

of the major topics and themes in literary studies. The 

book  is  divided  into  ten  chapters,  each  of  which 

explores a different aspect of literature.

Chapter  1  introduces  the  basic  concepts  of  literary 

study,  such  as  the  nature  of  literary  experience,  the 

ontology of literature, and the definition of literature. 

Chapter 2 examines the different ways that literature 

can be interpreted and the different theories that have 

been  developed  to  explain  its  meaning.  Chapter  3 

explores the differences between fiction and nonfiction 

and  the  ethical  and  political  implications  of  these 

differences.
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Chapter  4  examines  the  role  of  metaphor  and 

symbolism in literature and how these devices can be 

used to create meaning. Chapter 5 explores the concept 

of  literary  value  and the  different  criteria  that  have 

been used to evaluate literature.  Chapter 6 examines 

the relationship between literature and philosophy and 

how  literature  can  be  used  to  explore  philosophical 

ideas.

Chapter 7 examines the relationship between literature 

and society and how literature can be used to reflect 

and  critique  social  norms.  Chapter  8  examines  the 

relationship  between  literature  and  psychology  and 

how  literature  can  be  used  to  explore  the  human 

psyche.  Chapter  9  examines  the  importance  of 

literature in education and how literature can be used 

to teach critical thinking and imagination.

Chapter 10 concludes the book by looking at the future 

of  literature and how the digital  age is  changing the 

way that we read and write literature.
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This book is intended to be a resource for students of 

literature,  teachers  of  literature,  and  anyone  who  is 

interested  in  learning  more  about  the  power  of 

literature. I hope that this book will inspire you to read 

more literature and to appreciate the many ways that 

literature can enrich your life.
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Book Description

An  Introduction  to  the  Enigma  of  Literature  by 

Pasquale De Marco is an introduction to the study of 

literature.  It  is  designed  to  provide  readers  with  a 

broad  overview  of  the  major  topics  and  themes  in 

literary studies.

The book is divided into ten chapters,  each of which 

explores  a  different  aspect  of  literature.  Chapter  1 

introduces the basic concepts of literary study, such as 

the  nature  of  literary  experience,  the  ontology  of 

literature,  and  the  definition  of  literature.  Chapter  2 

examines  the  different  ways  that  literature  can  be 

interpreted and the different theories that have been 

developed to explain its meaning. Chapter 3 explores 

the differences between fiction and nonfiction and the 

ethical and political implications of these differences.

Chapter  4  examines  the  role  of  metaphor  and 

symbolism in literature and how these devices can be 
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used to create meaning. Chapter 5 explores the concept 

of  literary  value  and the  different  criteria  that  have 

been used to evaluate literature.  Chapter 6 examines 

the relationship between literature and philosophy and 

how  literature  can  be  used  to  explore  philosophical 

ideas.

Chapter 7 examines the relationship between literature 

and society and how literature can be used to reflect 

and  critique  social  norms.  Chapter  8  examines  the 

relationship  between  literature  and  psychology  and 

how  literature  can  be  used  to  explore  the  human 

psyche.  Chapter  9  examines  the  importance  of 

literature in education and how literature can be used 

to teach critical thinking and imagination.

Chapter 10 concludes the book by looking at the future 

of  literature and how the digital  age is  changing the 

way that we read and write literature.

This book is intended to be a resource for students of 

literature,  teachers  of  literature,  and  anyone  who  is 

6



interested  in  learning  more  about  the  power  of 

literature. I hope that this book will inspire you to read 

more literature and to appreciate the many ways that 

literature can enrich your life.

In  An  Introduction  to  the  Enigma  of  Literature  by 

Pasquale De Marco, you will learn about:

 The different genres of literature

 The  different  ways  that  literature  can  be 

interpreted

 The different theories that have been developed 

to explain literary meaning

 The different ways that literature can be used to 

reflect and critique society

 The different ways that literature can be used to 

explore the human psyche

 The different ways that literature can be used to 

teach critical thinking and imagination
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An  Introduction  to  the  Enigma  of  Literature  by 

Pasquale De Marco is  the perfect  introduction to the 

study of literature. It is written in a clear and concise 

style  and  is  packed  with  examples  from  classic  and 

contemporary literature. Whether you are a student of 

literature,  a  teacher of  literature,  or simply someone 

who loves to read,  An Introduction to the Enigma of 

Literature  by  Pasquale  De  Marco  will  help  you  to 

appreciate the power of literature.
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Chapter 1: The Riddle of Literature

1. The Nature of Literary Experience

What  is  literature?  This  is  a  question  that  has  been 

debated  by  philosophers  and  literary  scholars  for 

centuries. Some people define literature as any written 

work that  has  aesthetic  value,  while  others  define it 

more narrowly as works of fiction. Still others define 

literature as any written work that is  intended to be 

read for pleasure or edification.

No matter how we define literature, there is no doubt 

that it is a powerful force in our lives. Literature can 

entertain us, educate us, and inspire us. It can help us 

to  understand  ourselves  and  the  world  around  us 

better. It can even change our lives.

The  nature  of  literary  experience  is  complex  and 

multifaceted. When we read a work of literature, we 

are  not  simply  absorbing  information.  We  are  also 

engaging with the author's imagination and creativity. 
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We are transported to other worlds, introduced to new 

characters, and challenged to think in new ways.

Literary experience is also a deeply personal one. Each 

reader  brings  their  own  unique  experiences  and 

perspectives  to  the text,  and this  can lead to  a  wide 

range of interpretations. There is no one right way to 

read  a  work  of  literature.  The  meaning  of  a  text  is 

ultimately up to the individual reader to decide.

One of the most important things to remember about 

literature is that it is not a passive experience. When 

we  read  a  work  of  literature,  we  are  not  simply 

consuming it. We are actively engaging with it. We are 

thinking about it, questioning it, and interpreting it. We 

are making it our own.

The  nature  of  literary  experience  is  a  complex  and 

fascinating  one.  It  is  a  process  of  discovery  and 

exploration. It is a way of understanding ourselves and 

the world around us better. It is a way of making our 

lives more meaningful.
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Chapter 1: The Riddle of Literature

2. The Ontology of Literature

What  is  literature?  This  is  a  question  that  has  been 

debated  by  philosophers  and  literary  theorists  for 

centuries. There is no one answer that everyone agrees 

on, but there are a number of different theories about 

the nature of literature.

One  theory  is  that  literature  is  a  form of  art.  Art  is 

typically  defined as  something that  is  created for  its 

own  sake,  rather  than  for  any  practical  purpose. 

Literature, on this view, is a form of art that is created 

for the purpose of expressing the author's thoughts and 

feelings, or for the purpose of entertaining the reader.

Another  theory  is  that  literature  is  a  form  of 

communication.  Literature,  on this  view,  is  a  way of 

communicating ideas and emotions from one person to 

another.  The  author  of  a  literary  work  is  trying  to 

11



communicate something to the reader, whether it is a 

story, a message, or simply a feeling.

A third theory is that literature is a form of knowledge. 

Literature, on this view, is a way of understanding the 

world around us. By reading literature, we can learn 

about  different  cultures,  different  ways  of  life,  and 

different  ways  of  thinking.  Literature  can help  us  to 

understand  ourselves  and  our  place  in  the  world 

better.

These are just a few of the different theories about the 

nature of literature. There is no one right answer, and 

it is likely that literature is all of these things and more. 

Literature is a complex and multifaceted phenomenon, 

and it can be interpreted in many different ways.

No matter what our theory of literature is, we can all 

agree that literature is  a powerful  force in our lives. 

Literature can entertain us, educate us, and inspire us. 

It can help us to understand ourselves and our world 
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better. Literature is a gift, and we should all be grateful 

for the opportunity to experience it.
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Chapter 1: The Riddle of Literature

3. The Definition of Literature

What  is  literature?  This  is  a  question  that  has  been 

debated  by  philosophers  and  literary  critics  for 

centuries. There is no one definitive answer, but there 

are a  number of  different  ways to  think about  what 

makes a work of literature.

One common approach is to define literature in terms 

of  its  form.  According  to  this  view,  literature  is  any 

written work that is organized in a particular way. This 

could  include  poetry,  fiction,  drama,  and  essays. 

Another approach is to define literature in terms of its 

content.  According  to  this  view,  literature  is  any 

written  work  that  deals  with  serious  or  important 

subjects.  This  could  include  works  of  philosophy, 

history, and science.

Still another approach is to define literature in terms of 

its  effect  on  the  reader.  According  to  this  view, 
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literature is  any written work that  has the power to 

move, inspire, or change the reader. This could include 

works of fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.

Ultimately,  there  is  no  one  right  way  to  define 

literature.  The best  definition is  the one that  is  most 

useful for the purpose at hand. For example, if you are 

interested in studying the formal qualities of literature, 

then you might use a definition that focuses on form. If 

you are interested in studying the content of literature, 

then you might use a definition that focuses on content. 

And  if  you  are  interested  in  studying  the  effect  of 

literature  on  the  reader,  then  you  might  use  a 

definition that focuses on effect.

No matter how you define it,  literature is a powerful 

force in our lives. It can entertain us, educate us, and 

inspire us. It can help us to understand ourselves and 

the world around us. And it can change our lives for 

the better.
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Here are some examples of works that are commonly 

considered to be literature:

 The Iliad by Homer

 The Odyssey by Homer

 The Aeneid by Virgil

 The Divine Comedy by Dante

 Hamlet by William Shakespeare

 Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen

 Moby-Dick by Herman Melville

 The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

 To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

 Beloved by Toni Morrison

These are just a few examples of the many great works 

of literature that have been written throughout history. 

Literature is a vast and ever-changing field, and there 

is always something new to discover.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

21


	An Introduction to the Enigma of Literature by Pasquale De Marco
	Introduction
	Book Description
	Chapter 1: The Riddle of Literature
	1. The Nature of Literary Experience

	Chapter 1: The Riddle of Literature
	2. The Ontology of Literature

	Chapter 1: The Riddle of Literature
	3. The Definition of Literature

	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.
	Table of Contents
	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.

