The Trolley System in Omaha & Council
Bluffs Through the Years

Introduction

The history of Omaha and Council Bluffs streetcars is a
fascinating tale of urban development, technological
innovation, and cultural change. From their humble
beginnings in the late 19th century to their eventual
demise in the mid-20th century, streetcars played a
vital role in the growth and prosperity of these two

Midwestern cities.

In the early days, Omaha and Council Bluffs were two
separate towns, each with its own unique streetcar
system. The Omaha Street Railway Company was
founded in 1869, and the Council Bluffs Street Railway

Company was founded in 1872. Both companies



initially operated horse-drawn streetcars, but they

quickly converted to electric streetcars in the 1890s.

The electrification of the streetcar systems had a
profound impact on the cities of Omaha and Council
Bluffs. Streetcars made it possible for people to travel
more easily and quickly throughout the city, which led
to the development of new neighborhoods and
businesses. Streetcars also played a major role in the
growth of tourism and recreation, as they made it
possible for people to visit parks, beaches, and other

attractions outside the city center.

At their peak, the Omaha and Council Bluffs streetcar
systems consisted of over 200 miles of track and
carried millions of passengers each year. However, the
rise of the automobile in the early 20th century led to a
decline in streetcar ridership. By the 1950s, both the
Omaha and Council Bluffs streetcar systems were
facing financial difficulties. The Omaha Street Railway

Company was forced to abandon its streetcar system in



1954, and the Council Bluffs Street Railway Company

followed suit in 1956.

Despite their demise, Omaha and Council Bluffs
streetcars remain an important part of the history and
culture of these two cities. Today, there are several
museums and historical societies dedicated to
preserving the legacy of Omaha and Council Bluffs
streetcars. There is also a growing movement to bring
streetcars back to Omaha and Council Bluffs. In 2016,
the Omaha Streetcar Authority was created to explore
the possibility of building a new streetcar line in

Omaha.

The story of Omaha and Council Bluffs streetcars is a
reminder of the important role that public
transportation can play in the development and
prosperity of cities. Streetcars helped to shape the
urban landscape of Omaha and Council Bluffs, and they
continue to be a source of pride and nostalgia for many

residents of these two cities.



Book Description

The trolley system in Omaha and Council Bluffs has a
long and fascinating history. From their early horse-
pulled days to the electric streetcars of the early 20th
century, these streetcars played a vital role in the

development and growth of the Twin Cities.

In this book, local historian Pasquale De Marco tells the
story of the Omaha and Council Bluffs streetcar system,
from its inception to its eventual shutdown. Along the
way, he weaves together the strands of Omaha and
Council Bluffs's history, technology, and culture to

create a vivid and detailed picture of a bygone era.

The book is divided into three parts: * Part One: The
early years of the horse-drawn streetcars. * Part Two:
The electrification of the streetcar system and its
impact on the cities of Omaha and Council Bluffs. *
Part Three: The rise of the automobile and the

eventual shutdown of the streetcar system.



With over 200 vintage black-and-white photos and
maps, this book brings the story of the Omaha and
Council Bluffs streetcar system to life. It is a must-read
for anyone interested in the history of these two cities,
or in the history of streetcar systems in the United

States.



Chapter 1: The Early Days of Omaha

and Council Bluffs Streetcars

The First Streetcars in Omaha

In the late 19th century, Omaha was a rapidly growing
city. The population had more than tripled in the
previous decade, and the city was expanding in all
directions. This growth created a need for a reliable

and efficient public transportation system.

The first streetcars in Omaha were horse-drawn. The
Omaha Street Railway Company was founded in 1869,
and it began operating horse-drawn streetcars the
following year. The streetcars were initially used to
transport people to and from the city center, but they
quickly became popular for recreational purposes as
well. People would take the streetcars to parks,

beaches, and other attractions outside the city center.

The horse-drawn streetcars were slow and unreliable.

They were also expensive to operate, as they required a
6



large number of horses and drivers. In the 1890s, the
Omaha Street Railway Company began to electrify its
streetcar system. The first electric streetcar in Omaha
ran in 1891, and by the end of the decade, all of the

city's streetcars were electric.

The electrification of the streetcar system had a
profound impact on Omaha. The electric streetcars
were faster, more reliable, and more efficient than the
horse-drawn streetcars. They also made it possible to
expand the streetcar system to new areas of the city. As
a result, the streetcar system played a major role in the

growth and development of Omaha.

The first streetcars in Omaha were a major
technological innovation that had a profound impact
on the city. They made it possible for people to travel
more easily and quickly throughout the city, which led
to the development of new neighborhoods and
businesses. Streetcars also played a major role in the

growth of tourism and recreation.



- The First Streetcars in Council Bluffs

The first streetcars in Council Bluffs also appeared in
the late 19th century. The Council Bluffs Street Railway
Company was founded in 1872, and it began operating
horse-drawn streetcars the following vyear. The
streetcars were initially used to transport people to and
from the city center, but they quickly became popular
for recreational purposes as well. People would take
the streetcars to parks, beaches, and other attractions

outside the city center.

The horse-drawn streetcars in Council Bluffs were also
slow, unreliable, and expensive to operate. In the
1890s, the Council Bluffs Street Railway Company
began to electrify its streetcar system. The first electric
streetcar in Council Bluffs ran in 1892, and by the end

of the decade, all of the city's streetcars were electric.

The electrification of the streetcar system had a similar
impact on Council Bluffs as it did on Omaha. The

electric streetcars made it possible to expand the
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streetcar system to new areas of the city, which led to
the development of new neighborhoods and
businesses. Streetcars also played a major role in the

growth of tourism and recreation.

- The Early Rivalry Between Omaha and

Council Bluffs Streetcar Companies

In the early days, there was a great deal of rivalry
between the Omaha and Council Bluffs streetcar
companies. The two companies competed for
passengers and routes, and they often engaged in price
wars. This rivalry sometimes led to violence, as
employees of the two companies would sometimes

attack each other's streetcars.

The rivalry between the Omaha and Council Bluffs
streetcar companies eventually came to an end. In
1898, the two companies merged to form the Omaha

and Council Bluffs Street Railway Company. The



merger created a single, unified streetcar system that

served both cities.
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Chapter 1: The Early Days of Omaha

and Council Bluffs Streetcars

The First Streetcars in Council Bluffs

In the early days of Council Bluffs, transportation was a
challenge. The city was spread out and there was no
easy way to get around. People walked, rode horses, or
took carriages. But in 1872, all that changed with the

arrival of the first streetcar.

The Council Bluffs Street Railway Company was
founded in 1872 by a group of local businessmen. They
believed that a streetcar system would help to improve
transportation in the city and make it easier for people
to get around. The company purchased several horse-
drawn streetcars and began operating a line between

downtown Council Bluffs and the Missouri River.

The streetcars were an immediate success. They were
faster and more comfortable than walking or riding a

horse, and they made it possible for people to travel to
11



more places in the city. The streetcar system also
helped to boost the local economy, as it made it easier

for people to get to work and to shop.

In the early years, the Council Bluffs Street Railway
Company operated several different streetcar lines. The
most popular line ran between downtown Council
Bluffs and the Missouri River. Other lines ran to the
city's parks, schools, and cemeteries. The streetcars

were also used to transport freight and mail.

The Council Bluffs Street Railway Company was a
profitable business, and it soon expanded its
operations. In 1888, the company built a new streetcar
barn and power plant. The company also purchased
new streetcars, which were larger and more

comfortable than the old ones.

By the early 1900s, the Council Bluffs Street Railway
Company was operating a fleet of over 50 streetcars.
The streetcars ran on a network of over 20 miles of

track. The streetcar system was an essential part of the
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city's infrastructure, and it played a vital role in the

city's growth and development.

The Council Bluffs Street Railway Company continued
to operate its streetcar system until 1956. By that time,
the automobile had become the primary mode of
transportation in Council Bluffs. The streetcar system
was no longer profitable, and the company was forced

to shut down.

Although the Council Bluffs Street Railway Company is
long gone, the legacy of the streetcars lives on. The
streetcar system helped to shape the city of Council
Bluffs, and it played a wvital role in the city's
development. Today, there are several museums and
historical societies in Council Bluffs that are dedicated

to preserving the history of the streetcars.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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Chapter 10: Omaha and Council Bluffs

Streetcars: A Resource Guide

Omaha and Council Bluffs Streetcar News

The Omaha and Council Bluffs streetcar systems were
once an integral part of the daily lives of residents of
these two cities. Streetcars carried people to work,
school, shopping, and recreation. They were also a

popular way to get around town for leisure activities.

Today, there are no longer any streetcars operating in
Omaha or Council Bluffs. However, there is still a great
deal of interest in the history of these streetcar systems.
This interest is reflected in the number of news articles
and blog posts that are published about Omaha and

Council Bluffs streetcars each year.

Some of the most popular topics covered in Omaha and

Council Bluffs streetcar news articles include:
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e The history of the Omaha and Council Bluffs
streetcar systems

e The different types of streetcars that operated in
Omaha and Council Bluffs

e The routes that the streetcars ran

e The fares that were charged for streetcar rides

e The impact that the streetcars had on the
development of Omaha and Council Bluffs

e The reasons why the streetcars were eventually

discontinued

In addition to news articles, there are also a number of
blogs that are dedicated to Omaha and Council Bluffs
streetcars. These blogs often feature historical photos
and videos of streetcars, as well as stories and

memories from people who rode the streetcars.

If you are interested in learning more about Omaha
and Council Bluffs streetcars, there are a number of
resources available to you. You can find news articles,

blog posts, and other information online. You can also
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visit the Omaha Streetcar Museum or the Council Bluffs
Streetcar Museum to learn more about the history of

these streetcar systems.

Here are some examples of Omaha and Council Bluffs

streetcar news articles:

¢ "Omaha Streetcar Museum Celebrates 50th

Anniversary" (Omaha World-Herald)

o "Council Bluffs Streetcar Museum Receives Grant

for New Exhibit" (Council Bluffs Nonpareil)

e "New Book tells the Story of Omaha and Council

Bluffs Streetcars" (Des Moines Register)

Here are some examples of Omaha and Council Bluffs

streetcar blogs:

o "Omaha Streetcar Memories"
e "Council Bluffs Streetcars: A Look Back"

e "The Trolley Dodger: A Blog about Omaha and

Council Bluffs Streetcars"
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These are just a few examples of the many resources
that are available to people who are interested in
learning more about Omaha and Council Bluffs
streetcars. With a little research, you can find a wealth
of information about these fascinating transportation

systems.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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