
Force  and  Guardianship:  A  Legacy  of 

Aerial Defense

Introduction

The  Force  and  Guardianship:  A  Legacy  of  Aerial 

Defense is a comprehensive history of the Strategic Air 

Command  (SAC),  the  United  States'  first  and  only 

nuclear  long-range  bomber  command.  SAC  was 

responsible for deterring nuclear war during the Cold 

War and for conducting long-range bombing missions 

in the event of a nuclear conflict.

SAC was established in 1946 and its headquarters were 

located  at  Offutt  Air  Force  Base  in  Nebraska.  The 

command's primary mission was to deter nuclear war 

by maintaining a force of nuclear-armed bombers and 

missiles that could strike targets in the Soviet Union. 

1



SAC  also  conducted  long-range  bombing  missions  in 

support of US military operations around the world.

SAC  played  a  major  role  in  the  Cold  War.  The 

command's  nuclear-armed  bombers  and  missiles 

served as a deterrent to Soviet aggression and helped to 

maintain  the  peace.  SAC  also  conducted  long-range 

bombing missions in support of US military operations 

in Korea, Vietnam, and the Middle East.

SAC was disestablished in 1992 and its responsibilities 

were  transferred  to  the  newly  created  United  States 

Strategic  Command  (USSTRATCOM).  However,  SAC's 

legacy continues to live on. The command's history and 

accomplishments are a reminder of the importance of 

airpower in deterring war and protecting the United 

States.

The  Force  and  Guardianship:  A  Legacy  of  Aerial 

Defense is a comprehensive look at the history of SAC. 

The  book  covers  the  command's  origins,  its 

organization, its missions, and its legacy. The book is 
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illustrated  with  over  800  color  and  black  and  white 

photographs, making it a valuable resource for anyone 

interested in the history of the Strategic Air Command.

In  addition  to  its  historical  account,  the  Force  and 

Guardianship: A Legacy of Aerial Defense also provides 

a look at the future of airpower. The book examines the 

challenges and opportunities facing the United States 

Air Force in the 21st century. The book also provides 

recommendations on how the Air Force can continue 

to meet the challenges of the future.

The  Force  and  Guardianship:  A  Legacy  of  Aerial 

Defense  is  a  must-read  for  anyone  interested  in  the 

history of the Strategic Air Command or the future of 

airpower.  The  book  is  a  comprehensive  and 

authoritative  look  at  one  of  the  most  important 

commands in the history of the United States Air Force.
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Book Description

The  Force  and  Guardianship:  A  Legacy  of  Aerial 

Defense  is  the  definitive  history  of  the  Strategic  Air 

Command  (SAC),  the  United  States'  first  and  only 

nuclear  long-range  bomber  command.  SAC  was 

responsible for deterring nuclear war during the Cold 

War and for conducting long-range bombing missions 

in the event of a nuclear conflict.

The book covers the history of SAC from its origins in 

1946  to  its  disestablishment  in  1992.  The  book  also 

examines the role of SAC in the Cold War and its legacy 

in the post-Cold War era.

The book is illustrated with over 800 color and black 

and white photographs, making it a valuable resource 

for anyone interested in the history of the Strategic Air 

Command.

The  Force  and  Guardianship:  A  Legacy  of  Aerial 

Defense is a comprehensive and authoritative look at 
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one of the most important commands in the history of 

the United States Air Force. The book is a must-read for 

anyone interested in the history of the Cold War or the 

future of airpower.

Praise  for  Force  and  Guardianship:  A  Legacy  of 

Aerial Defense

"A definitive history of the Strategic Air Command, the 

United States' first and only nuclear long-range bomber 

command." - Pasquale De Marco

"A comprehensive and authoritative look at one of the 

most important commands in the history of the United 

States Air Force." - Pasquale De Marco

"A must-read for anyone interested in the history of the 

Cold  War  or  the  future  of  airpower."  -  Pasquale  De 

Marco

About the Author

Pasquale  De  Marco  is  a  historian  and  author 

specializing  in  the  history  of  the  United  States  Air 
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Force.  He  has  written  several  books  on  the  subject, 

including Force and Guardianship: A Legacy of Aerial 

Defense.
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Chapter 1: A Century of Skies

History of Air Combat

The history of air combat dates back to the early days 

of  aviation.  In  the  early  1900s,  pilots  began 

experimenting  with  using  airplanes  to  attack  enemy 

ground  targets.  During  World  War  I,  air  combat 

became a major part of warfare, with both sides using 

airplanes to attack enemy positions and to shoot down 

enemy aircraft.

The development of new aircraft and weapons during 

World War II led to a dramatic increase in the intensity 

of air combat. Fighter planes became faster and more 

maneuverable,  and  they  were  equipped  with 

increasingly powerful weapons. By the end of the war, 

air combat had become a highly specialized skill, and 

the pilots who flew fighter planes were among the most 

highly trained and skilled soldiers in the world.
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The  Cold  War  saw  a  continued  development  of  air 

combat  technology.  The United States  and the  Soviet 

Union both developed new fighter planes and missiles, 

and they engaged in a series of air battles over the skies 

of  Korea  and  Vietnam.  The  Cold  War  also  saw  the 

development of new air defense systems, such as radar 

and surface-to-air missiles.

The  end  of  the  Cold  War  led  to  a  decrease  in  the 

intensity of air combat. However, air combat continues 

to play an important role in warfare. In recent years, 

the United States has used air power to intervene in 

conflicts in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Libya.

Air  combat  is  a  complex  and  dangerous  business.  It 

requires pilots to have a high level of skill and training. 

It also requires them to be able to make quick decisions 

and to react quickly to changing situations. Air combat 

is a demanding profession, but it  is also a rewarding 

one. The pilots who fly fighter planes are among the 

most highly trained and skilled soldiers in the world, 
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and they play a vital role in defending the United States 

and its allies.

9



Chapter 1: A Century of Skies

Pioneers of Aviation

Aviators dared to dream of flying machines long before 

the  Wright  brothers  took  to  the  skies  in  1903.  The 

dream  of  human  flight  inspired  countless  inventors 

and engineers throughout history.

Leonardo da Vinci,  the  renowned Renaissance  artist, 

was one of  the first  to envision human flight.  In the 

15th century, he sketched designs for flying machines, 

including one based on the anatomy of a bat. While da 

Vinci's  designs  were  never  built,  they  laid  the 

groundwork for future aviation pioneers.

Sir George Cayley, a British inventor, is considered the 

father  of  aviation.  In  the  early  19th  century,  he 

conducted  extensive  experiments  with  gliders  and 

proposed the concept of a fixed-wing aircraft. Cayley's 

work laid the foundation for the development of  the 

airplane.
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Otto  Lilienthal,  a  German engineer,  made  significant 

contributions to aviation in the late 19th century. He 

built  and  flew a  series  of  gliders,  including  the  first 

successful  hang  glider.  Lilienthal's  experiments 

provided valuable data on the aerodynamics of flight.

The Wright brothers, Wilbur and Orville, achieved the 

first  successful  powered  flight  in  1903.  Their  Wright 

Flyer flew for 12 seconds and covered a distance of 120 

feet.  The  Wright  brothers'  invention  revolutionized 

transportation  and  warfare,  ushering  in  the  age  of 

aviation.

The  early  pioneers  of  aviation  faced  numerous 

challenges and setbacks. They risked their lives to push 

the boundaries of human knowledge and technology. 

Their unwavering determination and relentless pursuit 

of  innovation paved the way for the development of 

modern aviation.
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Chapter 1: A Century of Skies

The Birth of Strategic Air Command

The Strategic Air Command (SAC) was established on 

21  March  1946,  as  a  major  command  of  the  United 

States Air Force. SAC was responsible for the planning 

and  execution  of  long-range  nuclear  strikes  against 

targets in the Soviet Union and its allies.

The origins of  SAC can be traced back to the end of 

World War II, when the United States emerged as the 

world's leading military power. The atomic bombings 

of  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki  had  demonstrated  the 

devastating  potential  of  nuclear  weapons,  and  the 

United  States  was  determined  to  maintain  a  nuclear 

monopoly to deter any future aggression.

In the years immediately following the war, the United 

States Air Force began to develop a long-range bomber 

force  that  could  deliver  nuclear  weapons  to  targets 

deep  within  the  Soviet  Union.  The  first  of  these 
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bombers was the B-29 Superfortress, which had been 

used to drop the atomic bombs on Japan. However, the 

B-29 was a relatively slow and vulnerable aircraft, and 

it was clear that a new generation of bombers would be 

needed to meet the challenges of the Cold War.

In 1948, the United States Air Force began development 

of  the  B-52  Stratofortress,  a  new  long-range  bomber 

that would become the backbone of SAC for decades to 

come. The B-52 was a much faster and more capable 

aircraft than the B-29, and it could carry a much larger 

payload of nuclear weapons.

The  B-52  entered  service  in  1955,  and SAC began to 

rapidly expand its force of long-range bombers. By the 

end  of  the  1950s,  SAC  had  over  1,000  B-52s  in  its 

inventory, and it was the most powerful air force in the 

world.

SAC  played  a  major  role  in  deterring  nuclear  war 

during  the  Cold  War.  The  command's  force  of  long-

range bombers and missiles served as a constant threat 
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to the Soviet Union, and they helped to keep the peace 

for over four decades.

In addition to its nuclear mission, SAC also conducted 

long-range bombing missions in support of US military 

operations around the world. SAC bombers were used 

in the Korean War, the Vietnam War, and the Gulf War.

SAC was disestablished in 1992, and its responsibilities 

were  transferred  to  the  newly  created  United  States 

Strategic  Command  (USSTRATCOM).  However,  SAC's 

legacy continues to live on. The command's history and 

accomplishments are a reminder of the importance of 

airpower in deterring war and protecting the United 

States.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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now available in various formats.
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