
Exotic  and  Unusual  Pets:  Geckos  - 

Everything you need to know

Introduction

Geckos,  with  their  wide  eyes,  sticky  feet,  and 

fascinating  behavior,  have  captured  the  hearts  of 

reptile  enthusiasts  worldwide.  These  captivating 

creatures  come  in  a  dazzling  array  of  colors  and 

patterns,  making  them  a  joy  to  behold.  In  this 

comprehensive  guide,  we  will  delve  into  the 

captivating  world  of  geckos,  exploring  their  unique 

characteristics, diverse habitats, and the intricacies of 

their care.

From the deserts of  Africa to the rainforests of  Asia, 

geckos have adapted to a wide range of environments, 

showcasing  their  remarkable  resilience  and 

adaptability. Their remarkable climbing abilities, made 
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possible  by their  specialized toe  pads,  allow them to 

navigate vertical surfaces with ease. Geckos possess an 

array  of  vocalizations,  from  chirps  and  clicks  to 

squeaks  and  growls,  which  they  employ  to 

communicate with one another.

The  gecko's  diet  is  as  varied  as  its  habitats,  ranging 

from insects  and spiders  to  fruits  and flowers.  Their 

specialized  teeth,  designed  for  gripping  and  tearing 

prey, enable them to efficiently capture and consume 

their food. Geckos, like many reptiles, are ectothermic, 

meaning  they  rely  on  external  sources  of  heat  to 

regulate their body temperature. They bask in the sun 

or on warm surfaces to absorb heat and maintain their 

optimal body temperature.

The breeding behavior of geckos is equally intriguing. 

Some species lay eggs,  while others give birth to live 

young. The eggs are typically deposited in moist soil or 

under  rocks,  and  the  incubation  period  varies 

depending  on the  species.  Baby  geckos  emerge  from 
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their eggs fully formed and independent, embarking on 

their own journey of survival and growth.

Geckos  make  fascinating  pets,  captivating  reptile 

enthusiasts  with  their  unique  appearance,  engaging 

behavior,  and  relatively  low-maintenance  care 

requirements.  With  proper  care  and  attention,  these 

captivating creatures can thrive in captivity, providing 

their  owners  with  years  of  enjoyment  and 

companionship.

Whether you are a seasoned reptile keeper or simply 

curious about these extraordinary creatures, this book 

will  provide  you  with  a  wealth  of  information  and 

insights into the captivating world of geckos. Delve into 

the pages that follow, and discover the wonders that 

await you in the realm of these remarkable reptiles.
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Book Description

In this comprehensive guide to the captivating world of 

geckos, reptile enthusiasts will embark on a journey to 

discover the wonders of these extraordinary creatures. 

From  their  diverse  habitats  and  remarkable 

adaptations to  their  fascinating behavior and unique 

characteristics,  this  book  provides  a  wealth  of 

information and insights into the lives of geckos.

With vivid descriptions and captivating storytelling, the 

book delves into the intricate details of gecko anatomy 

and physiology, exploring their specialized adaptations 

for  climbing,  vocal  communication,  and  heat 

regulation. Readers will  gain a deeper understanding 

of  gecko  habitats,  from  the  deserts  of  Africa  to  the 

rainforests of Asia, and the diverse array of species that 

call these environments home.

The book also offers practical guidance on gecko care, 

providing  aspiring  and  experienced  keepers  with 
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essential  information  on  housing,  substrate, 

temperature,  humidity,  lighting,  diet,  and  nutrition. 

Common  health  problems  and  preventive  measures 

are  thoroughly  discussed,  empowering  readers  to 

maintain the well-being of their gecko companions.

Furthermore,  the  book  delves  into  the  fascinating 

world of gecko breeding, guiding readers through the 

intricacies  of  preparing  geckos  for  breeding,  mating 

behavior, egg-laying, incubation, and the care of baby 

geckos.  Detailed  information  on  gecko  behavior, 

including  communication,  body  language,  social 

interactions,  and  handling  techniques,  helps  readers 

establish strong bonds with their gecko pets.

Enriched  with  captivating  anecdotes  and  personal 

experiences, the book brings the world of geckos to life, 

showcasing  their  intelligence,  resilience,  and  unique 

personalities. Readers will discover the joy of owning a 

gecko, learning how to create a healthy and stimulating 

environment for these remarkable reptiles to thrive.
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Whether you are a seasoned reptile keeper seeking to 

expand your knowledge or a curious individual eager 

to  learn more about  these  captivating creatures,  this 

book  is  an  invaluable  resource.  Its  comprehensive 

coverage, engaging writing style, and stunning visuals 

make it an indispensable guide for anyone interested 

in the captivating world of geckos.
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Chapter 1: Gecko Basics

What are geckos

Geckos,  belonging  to  the  suborder  Gekkota,  are  a 

diverse  group  of  lizards  renowned  for  their 

remarkable  adaptations  and  captivating 

characteristics.  With  over  1,500  recognized  species, 

geckos inhabit a wide range of habitats, from tropical 

rainforests  to  arid  deserts,  showcasing  their 

extraordinary  resilience  and  adaptability.  These 

fascinating  creatures  exhibit  a  captivating  array  of 

colors,  patterns,  and sizes,  making them a delight  to 

behold.

Geckos  possess  several  distinctive  features  that  set 

them apart from other lizards. Their eyes, often large 

and  expressive,  are  adapted  for  nocturnal  vision, 

allowing them to navigate their surroundings in low-

light conditions. Their toes, equipped with specialized 

adhesive pads,  enable them to scale vertical  surfaces 
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with remarkable agility. Geckos also have the ability to 

shed their tails, a defense mechanism that allows them 

to escape from predators.

The remarkable diversity of geckos is reflected in their 

varied  diets.  Some  species  are  predominantly 

insectivorous, feasting on a variety of insects and other 

small  invertebrates.  Others  have  adapted  to  a  more 

omnivorous diet, incorporating fruits, nectar, and even 

small  vertebrates  into  their  menu.  This  dietary 

flexibility has contributed to their success in colonizing 

diverse ecosystems around the world.

Geckos are ectothermic, meaning they rely on external 

sources  of  heat  to  regulate  their  body  temperature. 

They bask in the sun or on warm surfaces to absorb 

heat  and  maintain  their  optimal  body  temperature. 

This reliance on external heat sources influences their 

activity patterns, with many species being most active 

during the warmer parts of the day or night.
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The  breeding  behavior  of  geckos  is  equally  diverse. 

Some species lay eggs,  while others give birth to live 

young. The eggs are typically deposited in moist soil or 

under  rocks,  and  the  incubation  period  varies 

depending  on the  species.  Baby  geckos  emerge  from 

their eggs fully formed and independent, embarking on 

their own journey of survival and growth.

Geckos  make  fascinating  pets,  captivating  reptile 

enthusiasts  with  their  unique  appearance,  engaging 

behavior,  and  relatively  low-maintenance  care 

requirements.  With  proper  care  and  attention,  these 

captivating creatures can thrive in captivity, providing 

their  owners  with  years  of  enjoyment  and 

companionship.
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Chapter 1: Gecko Basics

Types of geckos

Geckos are a diverse group of lizards, with over 1,500 

species  found  in  tropical  and  subtropical  regions 

around the world. They come in a variety of shapes and 

sizes, from the tiny dwarf gecko, which is only a few 

centimeters  long,  to  the massive Tokay gecko,  which 

can grow to over 30 centimeters in length.

Geckos can be divided into two main groups: old world 

geckos  and new world geckos.  Old world geckos  are 

found in Africa, Asia, and Australia, while new world 

geckos are found in the Americas. The two groups can 

be distinguished by their  toe pads.  Old world geckos 

have smooth toe pads,  while new world geckos have 

toe pads that are divided into lamellae, which are tiny 

hairs that allow them to climb smooth surfaces.

Some of the most popular types of geckos kept as pets 

include:
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 Leopard  gecko: This  is  a  popular  choice  for 

beginner gecko keepers. They are easy to care for 

and come in a variety of colors and patterns.

 Crested gecko: These geckos are known for their 

distinctive  crest,  which runs down the back of 

their heads and necks. They are also easy to care 

for and come in a variety of colors and patterns.

 Tokay gecko: These geckos are known for their 

loud calls and aggressive behavior. They are not 

recommended for beginner gecko keepers.

 Giant day gecko: These geckos are the largest of 

the gecko species. They are active during the day 

and require a large enclosure.

 Mourning  gecko: These  geckos  are  small  and 

delicate.  They  are  not  recommended  for 

beginner gecko keepers.

When choosing  a  gecko  for  a  pet,  it  is  important  to 

consider the size, temperament, and care requirements 

of the species. It is also important to make sure that you 
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have the proper enclosure and equipment to provide 

your gecko with a healthy and comfortable home.
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Chapter 1: Gecko Basics

Choosing the right gecko for you

Geckos come in a dazzling array of colors, patterns, and 

sizes,  making  them  a  popular  choice  for  reptile 

enthusiasts. However, with so many different species to 

choose from, it can be difficult to know which one is 

right for you.

Consider Your Experience Level

If you are a beginner, it is best to start with a hardy and 

low-maintenance species, such as the leopard gecko or 

the crested gecko. These geckos are relatively easy to 

care  for  and  are  less  likely  to  experience  health 

problems.

Consider Your Lifestyle

Your lifestyle will also play a role in determining which 

gecko is right for you. If you are often away from home, 

you will need a species that can go for longer periods of 
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time without food or water. Some geckos, such as the 

mourning gecko, are more independent and can be left 

alone for short periods of time.

Consider Your Budget

Geckos can range in price from a few dollars to several 

thousand dollars. The price of a gecko will depend on 

its species, rarity, and age. It is important to factor in 

the cost of the gecko, as well as the cost of its enclosure, 

food, and supplies, when making your decision.

Consider Your Space

The size of your enclosure will also limit the species of 

gecko that you can keep. Some geckos, such as the giant 

day gecko, require large enclosures, while others, such 

as the pygmy gecko, can thrive in smaller spaces.

Consider Your Personality

Finally, consider your own personality when choosing 

a  gecko.  Some  geckos  are  more  active  and  playful, 
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while others are more shy and retiring. Choose a gecko 

that matches your personality and lifestyle.

Visit a Breeder or Pet Store

Once you have considered all of these factors, you can 

start visiting breeders or pet stores to see the different 

species of geckos available. Be sure to ask the breeder 

or pet store owner about the care requirements of each 

species before making your decision.

Choosing the right gecko is an important decision. By 

taking  the  time  to  consider  your  experience  level, 

lifestyle, budget, space, and personality, you can choose 

a gecko that is the perfect pet for you.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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