
AutoCAD  for  Beginners:  A 

Comprehensive Guide to Mastering 2D 

Drafting

Introduction

AutoCAD is  a  powerful  computer-aided  design  (CAD) 

software  program  that  is  used  by  millions  of 

professionals around the world. It is used to create 2D 

and 3D drawings, models, and simulations for a wide 

range  of  industries,  including  architecture, 

engineering, construction, manufacturing, and product 

design.

This  book  is  a  comprehensive  guide  to  AutoCAD for 

beginners. It covers everything you need to know to get 

started with AutoCAD, from installing and configuring 

the software to creating your first drawings. This book 
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is written in a clear and concise style, with step-by-step 

instructions and plenty of helpful illustrations.

By the end of this book, you will be able to:

 Install and configure AutoCAD

 Create 2D and 3D drawings

 Edit and modify objects

 Add dimensions and annotations

 Plot and print drawings

 Customize and automate AutoCAD

This  book  is  perfect  for  anyone  who wants  to  learn 

AutoCAD, regardless of their experience level. Whether 

you are a complete beginner or you just want to brush 

up on your skills, this book has something for you.

AutoCAD is a versatile software program that can be 

used for a wide range of tasks. In this book, you will 

learn how to use AutoCAD to:

 Create architectural drawings

 Design mechanical parts
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 Create electrical schematics

 Develop product designs

 Simulate physical processes

AutoCAD is an essential tool for anyone who works in a 

field  that  requires  precision  drawing  and  modeling. 

This book will teach you how to use AutoCAD to create 

professional-quality  drawings  and  models  that  will 

help you succeed in your career.

3



Book Description

AutoCAD for Beginners: A Comprehensive Guide to 

Mastering  2D  Drafting is  the  definitive  guide  to 

AutoCAD  for  beginners.  This  comprehensive  book 

covers everything you need to know to get started with 

AutoCAD, from installing and configuring the software 

to creating your first drawings.

Written in a clear and concise style, with step-by-step 

instructions  and  plenty  of  helpful  illustrations, 

AutoCAD for Beginners: A Comprehensive Guide to 

Mastering 2D Drafting will teach you how to:

 Install and configure AutoCAD

 Create 2D and 3D drawings

 Edit and modify objects

 Add dimensions and annotations

 Plot and print drawings

 Customize and automate AutoCAD
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Whether you are a complete beginner or you just want 

to brush up on your skills, AutoCAD for Beginners: A 

Comprehensive Guide to Mastering 2D Drafting has 

something for you. This book is perfect for anyone who 

wants to learn AutoCAD, regardless of their experience 

level.

AutoCAD is a versatile software program that can be 

used  for  a  wide  range  of  tasks.  In  AutoCAD  for 

Beginners: A Comprehensive Guide to Mastering 2D 

Drafting, you will learn how to use AutoCAD to:

 Create architectural drawings

 Design mechanical parts

 Create electrical schematics

 Develop product designs

 Simulate physical processes

AutoCAD is an essential tool for anyone who works in a 

field  that  requires  precision  drawing  and  modeling. 

AutoCAD for Beginners: A Comprehensive Guide to 

Mastering  2D  Drafting will  teach  you  how  to  use 
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AutoCAD to  create  professional-quality  drawings  and 

models that will help you succeed in your career.

Don't wait any longer to learn AutoCAD. Get your copy 

of  AutoCAD for Beginners: A Comprehensive Guide 

to Mastering 2D Drafting today! 
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Chapter  1:  Getting  Started  with 

AutoCAD

Installing and Configuring AutoCAD

AutoCAD  is  a  computer-aided  design  (CAD)  software 

program  that  is  used  by  millions  of  professionals 

around  the  world.  It  is  used  to  create  2D  and  3D 

drawings, models, and simulations for a wide range of 

industries,  including  architecture,  engineering, 

construction, manufacturing, and product design.

Before you can start using AutoCAD, you need to install 

it  on  your  computer.  The  installation  process  is 

relatively straightforward, but there are a few things 

you need to keep in mind.

First, you need to make sure that your computer meets 

the minimum system requirements for AutoCAD. These 

requirements  vary  depending  on  the  version  of 

AutoCAD that you are installing, but you can generally 
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expect to need a computer with a fast processor, plenty 

of RAM, and a dedicated graphics card.

Once you have verified that your computer meets the 

system requirements, you can download the AutoCAD 

installation files from the Autodesk website. Once the 

download  is  complete,  you  can  run  the  installation 

wizard to begin the installation process.

The  installation  wizard  will  guide  you  through  the 

process of installing AutoCAD on your computer. You 

will need to select the installation location, the type of 

installation  (typical  or  custom),  and  the  components 

that you want to install.

Once  the  installation  is  complete,  you  can  launch 

AutoCAD  and  begin  using  the  software.  However, 

before  you  start  creating  drawings,  you  need  to 

configure AutoCAD to your liking.

The AutoCAD configuration settings can be found in the 

Options dialog box. You can access the Options dialog 
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box  by  clicking  on  the  gear  icon  in  the  upper-right 

corner of the AutoCAD window.

In the Options dialog box,  you can configure a  wide 

range  of  settings,  including  the  user  interface,  the 

drawing  settings,  and  the  performance  settings.  You 

can also create custom profiles to save your preferred 

settings.

Once you have configured AutoCAD to your liking, you 

are ready to start creating drawings.
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Chapter  1:  Getting  Started  with 

AutoCAD

Understanding the AutoCAD Interface

The AutoCAD interface is designed to be user-friendly 

and  efficient,  with  all  the  tools  and  commands  you 

need within easy reach. The main components of the 

interface are the:

 Ribbon: The ribbon contains all the commands 

and tools you need to create and edit drawings.

 Toolbar: The  toolbar  provides  quick  access  to 

commonly used commands.

 Command line: The command line allows you to 

enter commands and settings.

 Workspace: The workspace is where you create 

and edit your drawings.

When you first open AutoCAD, you will see the default 

workspace, which is designed for 2D drafting. You can 

10



change the workspace to one of the other predefined 

workspaces,  or  you  can  create  your  own  custom 

workspace.

To change the workspace, click on the Workspace tab 

in the ribbon and select the desired workspace.

You  can  also  customize  the  interface  by  adding  or 

removing commands from the ribbon and toolbar. To 

add a command to the ribbon, click on the Customize 

tab in the ribbon and select Add Command. To remove 

a  command  from  the  ribbon,  right-click  on  the 

command and select Remove.

The AutoCAD interface is highly customizable, so you 

can tailor it to your own needs and preferences. Take 

some time to explore the interface and customize it to 

make your work more efficient.
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Chapter  1:  Getting  Started  with 

AutoCAD

Creating a New Drawing

To create a new drawing in AutoCAD, you can either 

start from scratch or use a template. If you are starting 

from scratch, you will  need to create a new drawing 

file.  To  do  this,  click  on  the  "File"  menu  and  select 

"New".  In  the  "New  Drawing"  dialog  box,  you  can 

specify  the  drawing units,  the  drawing size,  and the 

drawing template.

Once  you have  created  a  new drawing  file,  you can 

start adding objects to your drawing. To do this,  you 

can use the commands on the "Draw" menu. The most 

common drawing commands are the "Line" command, 

the "Circle" command, and the "Rectangle" command.

To create a line, click on the "Line" command on the 

"Draw"  menu.  Then,  click  on  the  drawing  area  to 
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specify the starting point of the line. Move the cursor to 

the desired ending point of the line and click again.

To create a circle, click on the "Circle" command on the 

"Draw"  menu.  Then,  click  on  the  drawing  area  to 

specify the center point of the circle. Move the cursor to 

the desired radius of the circle and click again.

To  create  a  rectangle,  click  on  the  "Rectangle" 

command  on  the  "Draw"  menu.  Then,  click  on  the 

drawing  area  to  specify  the  first  corner  of  the 

rectangle.  Move  the  cursor  to  the  desired  opposite 

corner of the rectangle and click again.

Once you have added objects to your drawing, you can 

edit them using the commands on the "Modify" menu. 

The most common editing commands are the "Move" 

command,  the  "Rotate"  command,  and  the  "Scale" 

command.
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To move an object,  click on the "Move" command on 

the "Modify" menu. Then, click on the object you want 

to move and drag it to the desired location.

To rotate an object, click on the "Rotate" command on 

the "Modify" menu. Then, click on the object you want 

to rotate and drag the rotation handle to the desired 

angle.

To scale an object, click on the "Scale" command on the 

"Modify" menu. Then, click on the object you want to 

scale and drag the scale handle to the desired size.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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