
The Crooked Path to Power

Introduction

Richard Nixon was a complex and controversial figure 

who left  an indelible mark on American history.  His 

presidency  was  marked  by  both  great  achievements 

and  deep  scandals,  and  his  legacy  continues  to  be 

debated today.

Nixon was born in 1913 in Yorba Linda, California. He 

was  the  son of  a  citrus  farmer  and a  schoolteacher. 

Nixon was a brilliant student and excelled in school. He 

graduated  from  Whittier  College  in  1934  and  Duke 

University Law School in 1937. After law school, Nixon 

returned to California and began practicing law.

In 1942,  Nixon joined the United States  Navy during 

World War II. He served in the Pacific theater and was 

awarded the Bronze Star and the Navy Commendation 
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Medal. After the war, Nixon returned to California and 

was  elected  to  the  United  States  House  of 

Representatives  in  1946.  He  served in  the  House  for 

two  terms  before  being  elected  to  the  United  States 

Senate in 1950.

In  1952,  Nixon  was  chosen  by  General  Dwight  D. 

Eisenhower to be his running mate in the presidential 

election. Eisenhower and Nixon won the election and 

Nixon served as vice president for eight years. In 1960, 

Nixon ran for president but lost to John F. Kennedy.

After losing the presidential election, Nixon returned to 

California  and  practiced  law.  In  1968,  he  made  a 

political comeback and was elected president. Nixon's 

presidency  was  marked  by  both  great  achievements 

and  deep  scandals.  He  opened  relations  with  China, 

signed the Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty with the 

Soviet Union, and ended the Vietnam War. However, 

he  also  faced  impeachment  due  to  the  Watergate 

scandal and ultimately resigned from office in 1974.
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Nixon's legacy is complex and controversial. He was a 

brilliant  politician  who  achieved  some  significant 

accomplishments,  but he was also deeply flawed and 

ultimately brought down by his own actions.
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Book Description

Richard  Nixon  was  a  complex  and  enigmatic  figure 

who left  an indelible mark on American history.  His 

presidency  was  marked  by  both  great  achievements 

and  deep  scandals,  and  his  legacy  continues  to  be 

debated today.

This book offers a fresh perspective on Nixon's life and 

career, drawing on new sources and insights to provide 

a  more  nuanced  understanding  of  the  man  and  his 

presidency.  The book explores  Nixon's  early  life  and 

influences, his rise to power, his triumphs and failures 

as president, and his legacy.

Nixon  was  a  brilliant  politician  who  achieved  some 

significant accomplishments during his presidency. He 

opened relations with China, signed the Strategic Arms 

Limitation Treaty with the Soviet Union, and ended the 

Vietnam War. However, he was also deeply flawed and 

ultimately  brought  down  by  his  own  actions.  The 
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Watergate scandal, in which Nixon attempted to cover 

up  his  administration's  involvement  in  a  break-in  at 

the Democratic National Committee headquarters, led 

to his impeachment and resignation.

Nixon's legacy is complex and controversial. He was a 

man  of  contradictions,  capable  of  both  great 

achievements  and  deep  moral  failings.  This  book 

provides  a  balanced  and  insightful  assessment  of 

Nixon's presidency, offering a new perspective on one 

of the most consequential figures in American history.

This book is essential reading for anyone interested in 

American history, politics, or the human condition. It is 

a thought-provoking and insightful look at a man who 

was both brilliant and flawed, and whose presidency 

had a profound impact  on the United States and the 

world.
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Chapter 1: The Making of a Politician

1. Nixon's Early Life and Influences

Richard Nixon was born on January 9, 1913, in Yorba 

Linda,  California.  He was the second of five children 

born to Francis A. Nixon and Hannah Milhous Nixon. 

Nixon's father was a citrus farmer and his mother was 

a schoolteacher. The Nixons were a close-knit family, 

and Richard was raised in a strict Quaker household.

Nixon's  early  life  was  marked by both privilege  and 

hardship. The Nixons were relatively well-off for their 

time,  but  they  also  experienced  financial  difficulties 

during  the  Great  Depression.  Nixon's  father  lost  his 

farm, and the family was forced to move to a smaller 

home.  Despite  these  challenges,  Nixon  excelled  in 

school. He was a brilliant student and a gifted athlete. 

He also developed a strong work ethic and a deep sense 

of patriotism.
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Nixon's  political  views were  shaped by his  early  life 

experiences.  He  grew  up  in  a  conservative  Quaker 

household,  and  he  was  strongly  influenced  by  his 

father's  anti-communism.  Nixon  also  witnessed  the 

hardships  of  the  Great  Depression  firsthand,  and  he 

developed  a  strong  belief  in  the  importance  of 

economic opportunity.

Nixon's early life also shaped his personality. He was a 

shy  and  introverted  child,  but  he  also  had  a  strong 

sense of ambition. He was determined to succeed, and 

he was willing to work hard to achieve his goals. Nixon 

was also a complex and often contradictory figure. He 

was both brilliant and insecure, driven and paranoid. 

These  qualities  would  later  play  a  major  role  in  his 

political career.
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Chapter 1: The Making of a Politician

2. Nixon's Education and Legal Career

Richard  Nixon's  path  to  power  began  with  his 

education  and  legal  career.  Nixon  was  a  brilliant 

student  who  excelled  in  school.  He  graduated  from 

Whittier  College  in  1934  and  Duke  University  Law 

School  in  1937.  After  law  school,  Nixon  returned  to 

California and began practicing law.

Nixon's  legal  career  was  successful.  He  quickly 

established himself as a skilled and effective attorney. 

He  was  known  for  his  intelligence,  hard  work,  and 

attention to detail. Nixon also developed a reputation 

for being a tough negotiator and a shrewd strategist.

In addition to his legal career, Nixon was also active in 

politics.  He served as  a  member of  the Whittier  City 

Council from 1938 to 1942. He also ran for Congress in 

1940, but he was defeated.
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Nixon's political career was interrupted by World War 

II. He joined the United States Navy in 1942 and served 

in the Pacific theater. Nixon was awarded the Bronze 

Star  and  the  Navy  Commendation  Medal  for  his 

service.

After  the  war,  Nixon  returned  to  California  and 

resumed his legal career. He also became more active 

in politics. In 1946, he was elected to the United States 

House of Representatives. He served in the House for 

two  terms  before  being  elected  to  the  United  States 

Senate in 1950.

Nixon's education and legal career laid the foundation 

for  his  political  success.  He  developed the  skills  and 

experience that he would need to become president of 

the United States.
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Chapter 1: The Making of a Politician

3. Nixon's Entry into Politics

After serving in the United States Navy during World 

War II, Richard Nixon returned to California and began 

his political career. He was elected to the United States 

House of Representatives in 1946, where he served for 

two terms. In 1950, he was elected to the United States 

Senate.

Nixon's entry into politics was driven by a number of 

factors. First, he was ambitious and driven to succeed. 

He  believed  that  he  had  the  talent  and  the  skills  to 

make a difference in the world. Second, Nixon was a 

strong anti-communist and he believed that the United 

States needed to take a strong stand against the Soviet 

Union. Third, Nixon was a skilled politician who was 

able to connect with voters and build a strong base of 

support.
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Nixon's  early  political  career  was  marked  by  both 

successes  and  failures.  He  was  a  rising  star  in  the 

Republican Party and was seen as  a  potential  future 

president. However, he also made some mistakes, such 

as  his  involvement  in  the  Alger  Hiss  case,  which 

damaged his reputation.

Despite his early setbacks, Nixon remained determined 

to  succeed  in  politics.  In  1952,  he  was  chosen  by 

General Dwight D. Eisenhower to be his running mate 

in the presidential election. Eisenhower and Nixon won 

the  election  and  Nixon  served  as  vice  president  for 

eight years.

Nixon's time as vice president was a valuable learning 

experience.  He  gained  valuable  insights  into  the 

workings of the federal government and he developed 

a close relationship with Eisenhower. This experience 

would  prove  to  be  invaluable  when  Nixon  became 

president in 1969.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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