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Introduction

American glass has a rich and storied history that dates 

back to the early days of the country. From the humble 

beginnings of  small  glasshouses producing utilitarian 

wares to the thriving industry that produced some of 

the most beautiful and innovative glass in the world, 

the  story  of  American  glass  is  one  of  innovation, 

artistry, and resilience.

This  book  takes  a  comprehensive  look  at  American 

glass from the Roaring Twenties to the end of World 

War II, a period that saw the rise of Art Deco glass, the 

affordability of Depression Era glass, and the utilitarian 

elegance  of  World  War II  glass.  We will  explore  the 
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major  glassmaking  companies,  the  prominent 

designers,  and the innovative techniques that shaped 

this era of American glassmaking.

Along the way, we will also learn about the role of glass 

in  American culture,  from its  use  in  advertising and 

design to its portrayal in art and literature. We will also 

explore  the  challenges  facing  the  American  glass 

industry  today  and  look  ahead  to  the  future  of  this 

important American craft.

Whether  you  are  a  collector,  a  historian,  or  simply 

someone who appreciates beautiful glass, this book is 

sure to  inform and inspire you.  With over 500 color 

photographs  and  in-depth  essays  by  leading  experts, 

this book is the definitive guide to American glass from 

the 1920s to the 1940s.

So  journey  with  us  as  we  explore  the  world  of 

American glass, a world of beauty, craftsmanship, and 

timeless appeal.
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Book Description

American Glassware: Beauty & Craftmanship from the 

Roaring  Twenties  to  the  End of  World  War II  is  the 

definitive guide to American glass from the 1920s to the 

1940s. This lavishly illustrated book features over 500 

color  photographs  and  in-depth  essays  by  leading 

experts,  exploring the major  glassmaking companies, 

the  prominent  designers,  and  the  innovative 

techniques  that  shaped  this  era  of  American 

glassmaking.

From the Art Deco glass of the Roaring Twenties to the 

Depression Era glass  of  the 1930s and the utilitarian 

elegance of World War II glass, this book covers the full 

range  of  American  glass  production  during  this 

important  period.  You'll  learn  about  the  history  of 

American glassmaking, the different types of glass that 

were produced,  and the factors  that  influenced their 

design and popularity.
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You'll also meet the people who made American glass 

famous,  from  the  skilled  craftsmen  who  blew  and 

shaped the glass to the talented designers who created 

the beautiful patterns and forms that are still prized by 

collectors today. And you'll learn about the role of glass 

in  American culture,  from its  use  in  advertising and 

design to its portrayal in art and literature.

Whether  you  are  a  collector,  a  historian,  or  simply 

someone  who  appreciates  beautiful  glass,  American 

Glassware:  Beauty  &  Craftmanship  from the  Roaring 

Twenties to the End of World War II is sure to inform 

and inspire you. This book is the perfect addition to any 

library on American art and design.

So  journey  with  us  as  we  explore  the  world  of 

American glass, a world of beauty, craftsmanship, and 

timeless appeal.

4



Chapter  1:  Glassmaking in  America:  A 

Legacy of Innovation

American glassmaking: A brief overview

American glassmaking has a rich and storied history 

that dates back to the early days of the country. From 

the humble beginnings of small glasshouses producing 

utilitarian wares to the thriving industry that produced 

some of the most beautiful and innovative glass in the 

world, the story of American glass is one of innovation, 

artistry, and resilience.

The first  glasshouses  in  America were established in 

the Jamestown colony in 1608. These early glasshouses 

produced simple bottles and windowpanes. However, it 

was  not  until  the  18th  century  that  American 

glassmaking  began  to  flourish.  During  this  time, 

German  and  Irish  immigrants  brought  their 

glassmaking  skills  to  America,  and  they  established 
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glasshouses  in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  New 

York.

By the early 19th century, American glassmakers were 

producing a wide variety of glass products, including 

tableware,  lighting  fixtures,  and  art  glass.  American 

glassmakers  were  also  experimenting  with  new 

techniques, such as pressing and blowing glass, which 

allowed  them  to  create  more  intricate  and  delicate 

pieces.

The American glass industry continued to grow in the 

20th century.  During the Roaring Twenties,  Art  Deco 

glass  became  popular,  and  American  glassmakers 

produced some of the most iconic pieces of this style. 

The  Depression  Era  saw  the  rise  of  machine-made 

glass,  which  made  glass  more  affordable  for  the 

average  consumer.  And  during  World  War  II, 

glassmakers produced a variety of products for the war 

effort, including bottles, jars, and lenses.
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Today, American glassmaking is alive and well. There 

are  hundreds  of  glassmaking  studios  across  the 

country,  and  American  glass  artists  are  producing 

some of the most innovative and beautiful glass in the 

world.  American  glass  is  also  collected  by  museums 

and collectors around the world.

7



Chapter  1:  Glassmaking in  America:  A 

Legacy of Innovation

The importance of glass in American history

Glass has played a vital role in American history since 

the  country's  earliest  days.  From  the  humble 

beginnings of  small  glasshouses producing utilitarian 

wares to the thriving industry that produced some of 

the most beautiful and innovative glass in the world, 

the  story  of  American  glass  is  one  of  innovation, 

artistry, and resilience.

Glass was essential for the survival of early American 

settlers.  They  used  it  to  make  windows,  bottles,  and 

other household items. Glass also played a role in the 

American Revolution. Glass bottles were used to store 

gunpowder,  and  glass  mirrors  were  used  to  signal 

troops.

In the 19th century, the American glass industry began 

to  flourish.  New  technologies  and  techniques  were 
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developed,  and  American  glassmakers  began  to 

produce  a  wide  variety  of  beautiful  and  innovative 

products.  American glass  was soon exported all  over 

the  world,  and  it  became  a  symbol  of  American 

craftsmanship.

During the 20th century, the American glass industry 

continued to grow and evolve. New styles and designs 

were introduced, and American glassmakers continued 

to push the boundaries of what was possible with this 

versatile  material.  American  glass  was  used  in 

everything  from  skyscrapers  to  automobiles,  and  it 

became an integral part of American life.

Today,  American  glass  is  still  highly  prized  by 

collectors and designers. It is a beautiful and versatile 

material that can be used to create a wide variety of 

objects, from functional tableware to stunning works of 

art. American glass is a testament to the ingenuity and 

creativity of the American people.
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Glass in architecture

Glass has also played an important role in American 

architecture.  In  the  19th  century,  glass  was  used  to 

create  large  windows  in  public  buildings  and 

commercial spaces. This allowed for more natural light 

and ventilation, and it helped to create a more modern 

and inviting atmosphere.

In  the  20th  century,  glass  continued  to  be  used  in 

innovative  ways  in  architecture.  Architects  began  to 

use  glass  to  create  entire  walls  and  even  entire 

buildings. This created a more open and airy feel, and 

it allowed for more natural light to enter the building.

Today,  glass  is  still  an  important  material  in 

architecture. It is used in everything from skyscrapers 

to  homes.  Glass  can  be  used  to  create  a  variety  of 

different  effects,  from a  sleek  and modern look to  a 

more traditional and classic look.
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Glass in art

Glass has also been used to create beautiful works of 

art. In the 19th century, American glassmakers began 

to produce art glass, which was made for its aesthetic 

value rather than its functionality. Art glass was often 

made in limited editions, and it was highly prized by 

collectors.

In the 20th century, the American art glass movement 

continued  to  grow.  New  techniques  and  styles  were 

introduced, and American art glass became even more 

popular.  Today,  American  art  glass  is  collected  by 

people all over the world.

Glass  is  a  versatile  and  beautiful  material  that  has 

played  an  important  role  in  American  history, 

architecture, and art. It is a testament to the ingenuity 

and creativity of the American people.
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Chapter  1:  Glassmaking in  America:  A 

Legacy of Innovation

Major American glassmaking companies

The early  20th  century  witnessed the  rise  of  several 

major  American  glassmaking  companies  that  would 

shape  the  industry  for  decades  to  come.  These 

companies  were  known for  their  innovative  designs, 

high-quality  craftsmanship,  and  commitment  to 

excellence.

One of the most prominent glassmaking companies of 

this era was Fostoria Glass Company. Founded in 1887 

in Moundsville, West Virginia, Fostoria quickly gained 

a  reputation  for  its  elegant  and  sophisticated 

glassware. The company's products were often inspired 

by  European  designs,  but  they  also  incorporated 

unique  American  elements.  Fostoria's  glassware  was 

popular  in  both  residential  and  commercial  settings, 
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and it could be found in homes, restaurants, and hotels 

across the country.

Another major glassmaking company of this  era was 

the  Cambridge  Glass  Company.  Founded  in  1873  in 

Cambridge, Ohio, Cambridge Glass was known for its 

colorful  and  whimsical  glassware.  The  company's 

products were often decorated with flowers, animals, 

and  other  natural  motifs.  Cambridge  Glass  was  also 

known for its innovative use of color, and its products 

were often brightly colored and eye-catching.

In  addition  to  Fostoria  and  Cambridge  Glass,  there 

were a number of other major glassmaking companies 

that operated in America during the early 20th century. 

These companies included:

 Libbey Glass Company: Founded in 1818 in East 

Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  Libbey  Glass  was 

known  for  its  high-quality  pressed  glass 

products.  The  company's  products  were  often 

clear  and  simple  in  design,  and  they  were 
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popular  for  both  everyday  use  and  special 

occasions.

 McKee  Glass  Company: Founded  in  1853  in 

Jeannette,  Pennsylvania,  McKee  Glass  was 

known  for  its  innovative  use  of  mold-blown 

glass. The company's products were often highly 

detailed and ornate, and they were popular with 

collectors and decorators.

 Steuben  Glass  Works: Founded  in  1903  in 

Corning,  New  York,  Steuben  Glass  Works  was 

known for its high-quality crystal glassware. The 

company's products were often hand-blown and 

hand-cut,  and  they  were  often  decorated  with 

intricate  designs.  Steuben  Glass  Works  was  a 

favorite  of  wealthy  and  discerning  consumers, 

and  its  products  were  often  used  in  formal 

settings.

These  are  just  a  few  of  the  many  major  American 

glassmaking companies that operated during the early 
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20th  century.  These  companies  helped  to  shape  the 

American glass industry, and their products continue 

to be enjoyed by people today.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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