
Darker Hues of Poison

Introduction

In the heart of paradise, amidst the splendor of New 

Zealand's  North  Island,  lurks  a  darkness  veiled  in 

intrigue and deception. As war fever grips the world, 

the  tranquil  haven  of  Te  Aroha  is  infiltrated  by  a 

shadow of suspicion. A health-seeker meets a sinister 

end  in  the  boiling  mud  baths,  leaving  a  trail  of 

unanswered questions and shattered illusions.

Enter Detective Inspector Robert Kincade, a seasoned 

investigator  drawn  into  the  vortex  of  this  unsettling 

mystery. With his keen eye for detail and unwavering 

determination,  Kincade delves deep into the heart of 

the  matter,  peeling  back  the  layers  of  deceit  that 

shroud Te Aroha.
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As he digs deeper, Kincade uncovers a web of hidden 

connections,  veiled  intentions,  and  tangled  loyalties. 

The arrival of a mysterious stranger sets the stage for a 

dangerous  game  of  cat  and  mouse,  where  trust  is  a 

fleeting  commodity  and  betrayal  lurks  behind  every 

corner.

Amidst  the  sulfur  springs  and  geothermal  wonders, 

Kincade navigates  a  labyrinth  of  suspects,  each with 

their  own  secrets  and  motives.  The  echoes  of  past 

tragedies  reverberate  through  the  present,  casting 

shadows  of  doubt  upon  the  most  unexpected 

individuals.

As the investigation intensifies, Kincade finds himself 

caught  in  a  treacherous  dance  of  deception,  where 

allegiances shift like the sands of time. The stakes rise 

higher with each revelation, pushing him to the brink 

of his limits.

In  this  captivating  tale  of  intrigue  and  betrayal, 

Detective Inspector Robert Kincade races against time 
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to unmask the true culprit before it's too late. Will he 

succeed in restoring justice and exposing the darkness 

that  threatens  to  consume  Te  Aroha,  or  will  he  be 

ensnared by the shadows of deceit?
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Book Description

In  the  heart  of  New  Zealand's  North  Island,  where 

tranquil  beauty  masks  a  sinister  undercurrent,  a 

deadly  game  of  deception  unfolds.  When  a  health-

seeker meets a tragic end in the geothermal springs of 

Te Aroha, Detective Inspector Robert Kincade is called 

upon to investigate.

As  Kincade  delves  into  the  enigmatic  world  of  Te 

Aroha,  he  uncovers  a  web  of  hidden  connections, 

veiled intentions, and shifting loyalties. The arrival of a 

mysterious  stranger  sets  the  stage  for  a  dangerous 

dance  of  deceit,  where  trust  is  a  fleeting  commodity 

and betrayal lurks behind every corner.

Amidst  the  sulfur  springs  and  geothermal  wonders, 

Kincade navigates  a  labyrinth  of  suspects,  each with 

their  own  secrets  and  motives.  The  echoes  of  past 

tragedies  reverberate  through  the  present,  casting 
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shadows  of  doubt  upon  the  most  unexpected 

individuals.

As the investigation intensifies, Kincade finds himself 

ensnared  in  a  treacherous  game  of  cat  and  mouse, 

where  allegiances  shift  like  the  sands  of  time.  The 

stakes rise higher with each revelation, pushing him to 

the brink of his limits.

In  this  captivating  tale  of  intrigue  and  betrayal, 

Detective Inspector Robert Kincade races against time 

to unmask the true culprit before it's too late. Will he 

succeed in restoring justice and exposing the darkness 

that  threatens  to  consume  Te  Aroha,  or  will  he  be 

ensnared by the shadows of deceit?

Darker Hues of Poison is a gripping and atmospheric 

mystery  that  delves  into  the  darker  side  of  human 

nature. With its intricate plot, complex characters, and 

evocative setting,  this novel will  keep readers on the 

edge of their seats until the very last page.
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Chapter 1: Restless Shores

Intruders in Paradise

Amidst the tranquil beauty of Te Aroha, an unsettling 

presence lurks, casting a shadow of suspicion upon the 

idyllic haven. War fever may be gripping the world, but 

it  is  the  whispers  of  espionage  and  sabotage  that 

disturb the peace of this paradise.

From  across  the  ocean,  spies  and  infiltrators  have 

descended upon the shores of New Zealand, seeking to 

exploit  the  nation's  vulnerability  for  their  own 

nefarious  purposes.  They  move  amidst  the 

unsuspecting  populace,  their  true  intentions  hidden 

behind masks of innocence.

Te  Aroha,  with  its  strategic  location  and  natural 

resources,  becomes  a  focal  point  for  these  covert 

operations.  The  idyllic  town,  known  for  its  healing 

sulphur springs and geothermal  wonders,  becomes a 

hotbed of clandestine activities.
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As tension mounts, the arrival of strangers stirs unease 

among the locals. Their presence is met with a mixture 

of  curiosity  and  apprehension.  Are  they  harmless 

visitors seeking respite in the restorative waters, or are 

they cunning agents working in the shadows?

The  line  between  friend  and  foe  blurs  as  suspicion 

creeps  into  the  hearts  of  the  townspeople.  Whispers 

and  speculations  circulate,  fueling  an  atmosphere  of 

mistrust.  Amidst  the  picturesque  landscapes,  an 

invisible  battle  is  waged,  with  the  fate  of  Te  Aroha 

hanging in the balance.
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Chapter 1: Restless Shores

Whispers of Espionage

In  the  scenic  town  of  Te  Aroha,  nestled  amidst  the 

geothermal wonders of New Zealand's North Island, an 

ominous  shadow  of  espionage  descended  upon  its 

tranquil  shores.  The  outbreak  of  World  War  II  had 

ignited a climate of suspicion and paranoia, casting a 

pall over the idyllic landscape. Rumors of clandestine 

activities  and  foreign  agents  lurking  within  the 

community spread like wildfire, fueling unease among 

the residents.

At  the  heart  of  these  whispered  allegations  was  the 

arrival of a mysterious stranger, a man by the name of 

Elias Thorne. Thorne possessed an enigmatic aura, his 

polished  demeanor  and  foreign  accent  piquing  the 

curiosity of the townsfolk. He claimed to be a geologist, 

drawn to  Te  Aroha's  unique geothermal  features  for 

research purposes. However, his secretive nature and 
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frequent  late-night  rendezvous  raised  eyebrows, 

sparking speculations about his true intentions.

As  tensions  mounted,  Detective  Inspector  Robert 

Kincade, a seasoned investigator known for his astute 

observations  and  unwavering  determination,  was 

summoned to Te Aroha. Tasked with investigating the 

alleged espionage activities, Kincade immersed himself 

in the town's labyrinth of secrets, seeking to uncover 

the truth hidden beneath the veneer of tranquility.

With each passing day, the whispers of espionage grew 

louder.  Unexplained  radio  transmissions,  suspicious 

meetings  in  secluded  corners,  and  coded  messages 

intercepted by vigilant locals added fuel to the fire of 

suspicion.  Kincade  tirelessly  pursued  every  lead, 

determined to unmask the individuals responsible for 

disrupting the town's harmony.

As  Kincade  delved  deeper  into  his  investigation,  he 

encountered  a  tangled  web  of  deceit  and  intrigue, 

where loyalties were blurred, and alliances shifted like 
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the  sands  of  time.  The  line  between  friend  and  foe 

blurred  as  he  navigated  a  treacherous  path,  facing 

danger at every turn.

In the midst of this escalating crisis, Kincade realized 

that  the fate  of  Te  Aroha rested upon his  shoulders. 

With unwavering resolve, he pressed on, determined to 

expose  the  truth  and  safeguard  the  town  from  the 

encroaching darkness.
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Chapter 1: Restless Shores

Shadows Amidst the Sulphur Springs

Nestled  amidst  the  picturesque  landscapes  of  New 

Zealand's North Island, the tranquil town of Te Aroha 

bears witness to an unsettling discovery. As morning's 

golden  rays  illuminate  the  geothermal  wonders,  a 

sinister  shadow  falls  upon  the  renowned  Sulphur 

Springs. A life has been extinguished in a manner both 

gruesome and perplexing, leaving a veil of mystery and 

fear hanging in the air.

The victim,  a  wealthy industrialist  from Auckland,  is 

found lifeless in the scalding waters of the main spring, 

his  body  bearing  the  marks  of  a  brutal  struggle. 

Detective Inspector Robert Kincade, renowned for his 

astute  observations  and  razor-sharp  intellect,  is 

summoned  to  unravel  the  enigma  surrounding  this 

heinous crime.
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As Kincade delves into the investigation, he uncovers a 

tapestry of secrets and hidden motives lurking beneath 

the  idyllic  facade  of  Te  Aroha.  The  Sulphur  Springs, 

once  a  sanctuary  of  rejuvenation  and  healing,  now 

becomes a stage for a sinister play of deception.

Whispers of  espionage and sabotage circulate among 

the  townsfolk,  casting  suspicion  upon  strangers  and 

locals  alike.  Kincade  finds  himself  navigating  a 

labyrinth  of  conflicting  testimonies  and  veiled 

intentions, where every encounter conceals a potential 

clue or a carefully crafted lie.

Amidst  the  labyrinthine  network  of  geysers  and 

steaming  pools,  Kincade  uncovers  a  clandestine 

operation with far-reaching implications. The Sulphur 

Springs, it seems, are more than just a natural wonder; 

they  serve  as  a  clandestine  meeting  ground  for 

individuals with hidden agendas.

As  the  investigation  progresses,  Kincade  unearths  a 

web of deceit that extends beyond the boundaries of Te 
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Aroha. International intrigue intertwines with personal 

vendettas,  blurring the lines between friend and foe. 

The  Sulphur  Springs,  once  a  symbol  of  tranquility, 

transform  into  a  treacherous  battleground,  where 

allegiances shift like the swirling steam and trust is a 

fleeting commodity.

In  this  treacherous  landscape,  Kincade  must  tread 

carefully,  separating  truth  from  fiction,  and  justice 

from  vengeance.  The  shadows  cast  by  the  Sulphur 

Springs grow darker with each revelation, challenging 

his  resolve  and  pushing  him  to  the  limits  of  his 

abilities.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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