
Freemasonry:  Roots  of  African  and 

American History

Introduction

Freemasonry  has  played  a  significant  role  in  the 

history of African Americans in the United States. From 

its  humble  beginnings  in  the  18th  century, 

Freemasonry  provided  a  sense  of  community, 

empowerment,  and  education  for  African  Americans 

who  were  often  denied  these  opportunities  in 

mainstream society.

African American Freemasons played a vital role in the 

abolitionist  movement,  the  Civil  War,  and  the  Civil 

Rights Movement. They established schools, churches, 

and other  institutions  that  served as  cornerstones  of 

the  African  American  community.  Freemasonry  also 

provided  a  network  of  support  and  assistance  for 
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African  Americans  who  faced  discrimination  and 

prejudice.

In  the  20th  century,  African  American  Freemasons 

continued to make significant contributions to society. 

They were leaders in the business, political, and social 

spheres. They also played a key role in the integration 

of Masonic lodges and the advancement of women in 

Freemasonry.

Today,  Freemasonry  is  a  vibrant  and  diverse 

organization that continues to play an important role 

in the African American community. African American 

Freemasons  are  committed  to  the  principles  of 

brotherhood, equality, and social justice. They are also 

active  in  a  wide range of  charitable  and community 

service activities.

The history of African American Freemasonry is a rich 

and complex one. It is a story of struggle, achievement, 

and resilience. It is a story that deserves to be told and 

celebrated.
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This  book  tells  the  story  of  African  American 

Freemasonry from its origins in the 18th century to the 

present day.  It  explores the challenges and triumphs 

faced  by  African  American  Freemasons,  and  the 

important role they have played in American history.

This  book  is  a  must-read  for  anyone  interested  in 

African American history, Freemasonry, or the history 

of social justice in the United States.
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Book Description

Freemasonry:  Roots  of  African  and  American 

History tells  the  story  of  African  American 

Freemasonry from its origins in the 18th century to the 

present day.  It  explores the challenges and triumphs 

faced  by  African  American  Freemasons,  and  the 

important role they have played in American history.

Freemasonry  provided  a  sense  of  community, 

empowerment,  and  education  for  African  Americans 

who  were  often  denied  these  opportunities  in 

mainstream  society.  African  American  Freemasons 

played a  vital  role  in  the abolitionist  movement,  the 

Civil  War,  and  the  Civil  Rights  Movement.  They 

established  schools,  churches,  and  other  institutions 

that  served as  cornerstones  of  the  African American 

community. Freemasonry also provided a network of 

support  and  assistance  for  African  Americans  who 

faced discrimination and prejudice.
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In  the  20th  century,  African  American  Freemasons 

continued to make significant contributions to society. 

They were leaders in the business, political, and social 

spheres. They also played a key role in the integration 

of Masonic lodges and the advancement of women in 

Freemasonry.

Today,  Freemasonry  is  a  vibrant  and  diverse 

organization that continues to play an important role 

in the African American community. African American 

Freemasons  are  committed  to  the  principles  of 

brotherhood, equality, and social justice. They are also 

active  in  a  wide range of  charitable  and community 

service activities.

This  book  is  a  must-read  for  anyone  interested  in 

African American history, Freemasonry, or the history 

of  social  justice  in  the  United  States.  It  is  a 

comprehensive  and  well-researched  account  of  the 

history  of  African  American  Freemasonry,  and  it  is 

written in a clear and engaging style.

5



Pasquale De Marco is a historian and author who has 

written extensively about African American history. He 

is a member of the Prince Hall  Grand Lodge of New 

York and has served as its Grand Master. 
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Chapter  1:  The  Birth  of  African  and 

American Freemasonry

Origins and Influences

Freemasonry is a fraternal organization that originated 

in Europe in the late 16th century. It quickly spread to 

the  Americas,  where  it  took  root  in  the  African 

American community in the 18th century.

The origins of African American Freemasonry can be 

traced  back  to  the  arrival  of  African  slaves  in  the 

Americas. Many of these slaves were skilled craftsmen 

who  brought  their  knowledge  of  Freemasonry  with 

them.  They  established  Masonic  lodges  in  their 

communities, where they could practice their craft and 

share their knowledge with others.

One of the most important figures in the early history 

of African American Freemasonry was Prince Hall. Hall 

was a free black man who was born in Barbados in 

1735. He was initiated into Freemasonry in London in 
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1775, and upon his return to Boston, he established the 

first  African  American  Masonic  lodge  in  the  United 

States.

Hall's  lodge,  known  as  African  Lodge  No.  1,  quickly 

became a center of African American community life. It 

provided  a  place  where  African  Americans  could 

socialize,  network,  and  learn  about  Freemasonry.  It 

also played a role  in the abolitionist  movement,  and 

many of its  members were active in the fight to end 

slavery.

The spread of  Freemasonry in  the African American 

community  was  due  in  part  to  the  organization's 

commitment  to  equality  and  brotherhood. 

Freemasonry  taught  that  all  men  are  created  equal, 

regardless of their race or social status. This message 

resonated with African Americans who were struggling 

for freedom and equality.

Freemasonry also provided African Americans with a 

sense  of  empowerment  and  education.  The 
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organization's  rituals  and  teachings  emphasized  the 

importance  of  self-improvement  and  community 

service.  Freemasons were encouraged to be active in 

their communities and to work for the betterment of 

society.

The  origins  and  influences  of  African  American 

Freemasonry  are  complex  and  multifaceted.  The 

organization has its roots in the African slave trade, but 

it also emerged as a force for equality, empowerment, 

and  education  in  the  African  American  community. 

Freemasonry played a vital role in the development of 

African  American  society  and  continues  to  be  a 

significant  institution  in  the  African  American 

community today.
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Chapter  1:  The  Birth  of  African  and 

American Freemasonry

Prince Hall and the First African Lodge

Prince  Hall  was  a  free  black  man who was  born  in 

Barbados  in  1738.  He  moved  to  Boston  in  1765  and 

became a successful  businessman. In 1775,  he joined 

the British Army's 14th Regiment of Foot.

Hall was a devout Christian and a strong believer in the 

principles of Freemasonry. In 1775, he petitioned the 

Grand Lodge of  England for  a  charter  to  establish  a 

Masonic lodge for African Americans. The Grand Lodge 

refused his petition, but Hall and his fellow petitioners 

were undeterred.

In  1779,  Hall  and  14  other  African  American  men 

established the African Lodge in Boston. The lodge was 

named after  the  African continent,  and its  members 

were dedicated to the principles of freedom, equality, 

and brotherhood.
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The  African  Lodge  was  a  success,  and  it  quickly 

attracted members from all over the country. In 1784, 

the Grand Lodge of England finally granted the African 

Lodge  a  charter.  The  African  Lodge  was  the  first 

Masonic  lodge  for  African  Americans  in  the  United 

States,  and  it  played  a  significant  role  in  the 

development of Freemasonry in the African American 

community.

Hall was a prominent leader in the African American 

community,  and  he  was  active  in  the  abolitionist 

movement.  He  was  also  a  close  friend  of  Benjamin 

Franklin, and he helped to secure French support for 

the American Revolution.

Hall died in 1807, but his legacy continues to live on. He 

is  considered  to  be  the  father  of  African  American 

Freemasonry, and the African Lodge is still in existence 

today.

Prince  Hall's  founding  of  the  first  African  Lodge  in 

Boston in 1779 was a significant event in the history of 
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Freemasonry and the African American community. It 

marked the beginning of a long and proud tradition of 

African  American  Freemasonry,  which  has  played  a 

vital role in the struggle for racial equality and social 

justice.
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Chapter  1:  The  Birth  of  African  and 

American Freemasonry

The  Spread  of  Freemasonry  in  the  Black 

Community

In the late 18th and early 19th centuries, Freemasonry 

spread rapidly throughout the black community in the 

United  States.  This  was  due  in  part  to  the  efforts  of 

Prince Hall, a free black man who was initiated into a 

Masonic  lodge  in  England  in  1775.  Hall  returned  to 

Boston and established the first African Masonic lodge 

in the United States in 1776.

Hall's  lodge  quickly  became  a  center  of  black 

community life.  It  provided a place for black men to 

socialize,  learn, and network. It  also played a role in 

the abolitionist movement and the fight for civil rights.

The  spread  of  Freemasonry  in  the  black  community 

was  also  facilitated  by  the  establishment  of  black 
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Masonic  lodges  in  other  cities.  By  1800,  there  were 

African Masonic lodges in Philadelphia, New York, and 

Charleston. These lodges played a similar role in their 

communities as Hall's lodge did in Boston.

The growth of  Freemasonry in  the  black  community 

was  due  to  a  number  of  factors.  First,  Freemasonry 

offered  black  men  a  sense  of  community  and 

belonging. Second, it provided them with opportunities 

for education and advancement. Third, it gave them a 

voice in the fight for civil rights.

Freemasonry  played  a  significant  role  in  the 

development  of  the  black  community  in  the  United 

States.  It  provided  black  men  with  a  sense  of 

community,  a  voice  in  the  fight  for  civil  rights,  and 

opportunities  for  education  and  advancement. 

Freemasonry continues to play an important role in the 

black community today.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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