
The Resurrectionists: A History of Lives 

and Afterlives

Introduction

The topic of spiritualism is fascinating because it delves 

into the beliefs and practices that attempt to bridge the 

gap  between  the  physical  world  and  the  spiritual 

realm. Over the years, spiritualism has evolved, giving 

rise to various mediums, practices, and controversies. 

This book aims to provide a comprehensive exploration 

of  spiritualism, encompassing its  history,  key figures, 

cultural impact, and scientific scrutiny.

Spiritualism  emerged  during  the  mid-19th  century, 

gaining  widespread  popularity  in  both  the  United 

States  and  Europe.  At  its  core,  spiritualism  revolves 

around the belief that the spirits of the deceased can 

communicate  with  the  living  through  mediums  who 

1



possess the ability to bridge the gap between the two 

worlds.  Spiritualist  practices  often  involve  seances, 

during which mediums facilitate communication with 

spirits,  seeking  guidance,  solace,  or  messages  from 

beyond.

The  history  of  spiritualism  is  marked  by  prominent 

figures such as the Fox sisters, Daniel Dunglas Home, 

and the Davenport Brothers, who played pivotal roles 

in  shaping  the  movement.  These  individuals 

demonstrated extraordinary abilities, such as levitating 

objects,  producing  spirit  voices,  and  conveying 

messages from the afterlife. Their contributions fueled 

the fascination with spiritualism,  attracting followers 

and skeptics alike.

However, spiritualism has not been without its share of 

controversy.  Throughout  history,  skeptics  and  critics 

have raised concerns about the validity of mediumship, 

alleging  fraud  and  trickery.  The  rise  of  scientific 

skepticism  led  to  investigations  and  exposures  of 
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fraudulent practices, casting doubt on the authenticity 

of  some  spiritualist  phenomena.  Despite  these 

challenges,  spiritualism  has  endured,  with  its 

proponents  maintaining  the  existence  of  genuine 

mediums  and  the  possibility  of  communication  with 

the spirit world.

In  the  modern  era,  spiritualism  has  experienced  a 

revival,  fueled by the growing interest  in alternative 

spiritual  practices  and  the  search  for  meaning  and 

connection  beyond  the  physical  realm.  New-age 

spirituality  has  embraced  spiritualist  beliefs  and 

practices,  incorporating  them  into  a  broader 

framework of holistic well-being and personal growth. 

The popularity of  psychics and mediums has surged, 

catering  to  the  desire  for  guidance,  healing,  and 

insights into the future.

The cultural impact of spiritualism is undeniable. It has 

left  a  lasting  mark  on  literature,  art,  and  popular 

culture. Gothic novels, such as those by Edgar Allan Poe 
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and  Nathaniel  Hawthorne,  often  incorporated 

spiritualist themes, exploring the supernatural and the 

occult.  Spiritualism  has  also  influenced  the 

development  of  modern  spiritual  practices,  such  as 

yoga, meditation, and energy healing.

While spiritualism offers a compelling narrative about 

life  after death and the possibility  of  communication 

with spirits, it is essential to approach it with a critical 

eye.  It  is  crucial  to  distinguish  between  genuine 

experiences  and  fraudulent  practices,  and  to  remain 

open  to  both  the  potential  and  the  limitations  of 

spiritualist  beliefs.  This  book  aims  to  provide  a 

balanced  and  comprehensive  examination  of 

spiritualism, inviting readers to explore its intriguing 

history, controversial nature, and enduring legacy. By 

examining  the  evidence,  exploring  the  experiences, 

and understanding the criticisms, we can gain a deeper 

understanding of spiritualism and its place in human 

consciousness.
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Book Description

Explore  the  fascinating  world  of  spiritualism,  where 

the boundaries between the living and the dead blur. 

This comprehensive book delves into the history, key 

figures,  cultural  impact,  and  scientific  scrutiny  of 

spiritualism,  offering  a  balanced  and  engaging 

examination of this enduring phenomenon.

From its origins in the mid-19th century to its modern-

day  revival,  spiritualism  has  captivated  the 

imaginations  of  countless  individuals  seeking  solace, 

guidance,  and a  glimpse into  the afterlife.  This  book 

traces the evolution of spiritualist beliefs and practices, 

shedding  light  on  the  extraordinary  abilities  of 

mediums and the controversies that have surrounded 

the movement.

Discover  the  captivating  stories  of  prominent 

spiritualists  such  as  the  Fox  sisters,  Daniel  Dunglas 

Home, and the Davenport Brothers, who played pivotal 

5



roles in shaping the movement. Examine the scientific 

investigations and exposures that have challenged the 

authenticity of spiritualist phenomena, and explore the 

enduring legacy of spiritualism in modern society.

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the 

cultural impact of spiritualism, examining its influence 

on literature, art,  and popular culture. Gothic novels, 

such  as  those  by  Edgar  Allan  Poe  and  Nathaniel 

Hawthorne,  often  incorporated  spiritualist  themes, 

exploring the supernatural and the occult. Spiritualism 

has  also  influenced  the  development  of  modern 

spiritual  practices,  such  as  yoga,  meditation,  and 

energy healing.

While spiritualism offers a compelling narrative about 

life  after death and the possibility  of  communication 

with spirits, it is essential to approach it with a critical 

eye.  This  book  encourages  readers  to  distinguish 

between genuine experiences and fraudulent practices, 
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and  to  remain  open  to  both  the  potential  and  the 

limitations of spiritualist beliefs.

Through a balanced and comprehensive examination 

of spiritualism, this book invites readers to explore the 

intriguing history, controversial nature, and enduring 

legacy of this fascinating phenomenon. By examining 

the  evidence,  exploring  the  experiences,  and 

understanding the criticisms, readers can gain a deeper 

understanding of spiritualism and its place in human 

consciousness.
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Chapter 1: The Pioneering Days

1. The Rise of Spiritualism

The rise of spiritualism in the mid-19th century marked 

a significant  turning point  in the history of  religious 

and spiritual beliefs. Sparked by a growing fascination 

with the supernatural and the desire to connect with 

the  deceased,  spiritualism  quickly  gained  popularity, 

attracting followers from all walks of life.

Spiritualism emerged against a backdrop of social and 

intellectual  upheaval.  The  Industrial  Revolution  had 

transformed society, leading to rapid urbanization and 

a  decline  in  traditional  religious  practices.  People 

sought  solace  and  meaning  beyond  the  confines  of 

organized  religion,  and  spiritualism  offered  a 

compelling alternative.

The Fox sisters, Maggie and Kate, are widely credited 

with sparking the spiritualist movement in the United 

States.  In  1848,  they  claimed  to  have  communicated 
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with the spirit of a peddler who had been murdered in 

their  home  in  Hydesville,  New  York.  Their  alleged 

ability  to  communicate  with  the  dead  attracted 

widespread  attention  and  inspired  others  to  explore 

mediumship.

As spiritualism gained momentum, mediums emerged 

as  the  central  figures  of  the  movement.  These 

individuals claimed to possess the ability to bridge the 

gap  between  the  physical  and  spiritual  worlds, 

facilitating  communication  with  spirits.  Some 

mediums,  such  as  Daniel  Dunglas  Home,  became 

renowned  for  their  extraordinary  abilities,  including 

levitating  objects,  producing  spirit  voices,  and 

conveying messages from the afterlife.

The  rise  of  spiritualism  also  coincided  with  the 

development  of  new  technologies,  such  as  the 

telegraph  and  photography.  These  technologies  were 

seen as potential tools for communicating with spirits, 
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and some spiritualists believed that they could capture 

images of the deceased.

The  popularity  of  spiritualism  extended  beyond  the 

United States, spreading to Europe and other parts of 

the world. It became a popular topic of discussion in 

literary and intellectual  circles,  and it  influenced the 

development  of  modern  spiritual  practices,  such  as 

yoga, meditation, and energy healing.
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Chapter 1: The Pioneering Days

2. The Fox Sisters

The Fox sisters,  Margaretta (Maggie),  Kate,  and Leah, 

played  a  pivotal  role  in  the  birth  of  the  Spiritualist 

movement in the United States. Their experiences with 

alleged  paranormal  phenomena  in  their  Hydesville, 

New York, home in 1848 sparked widespread interest 

in spiritualism and mediumship.

The  sisters  claimed  to  communicate  with  spirits 

through a series of knocks and raps. They would ask 

questions, and the spirits would respond by rapping on 

the floor, walls, or furniture. The sisters' neighbors and 

friends were initially skeptical, but as the phenomena 

persisted,  they began to believe that the sisters were 

genuine mediums.

News  of  the  Fox  sisters'  experiences  spread  quickly, 

and  soon  people  from  all  over  the  country  were 

flocking  to  Hydesville  to  witness  their  mediumship 
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firsthand. The sisters held public seances, where they 

would  communicate  with  spirits  on  behalf  of  the 

audience  members.  They  also  traveled  extensively, 

giving lectures and demonstrations of their abilities.

The  Fox  sisters'  mediumship  was  controversial  from 

the start. Skeptics accused them of fraud and trickery, 

and  there  were  numerous  attempts  to  expose  their 

methods.  However,  the  sisters  maintained  their 

innocence, and their supporters remained convinced of 

their genuine abilities.

The Fox sisters' experiences had a profound impact on 

the development of  spiritualism in the United States. 

They helped to legitimize the practice of mediumship 

and paved the way for other mediums to come forward 

with their own claims of communicating with the dead. 

The  Fox  sisters'  legacy  continues  to  this  day,  as 

spiritualism  remains  a  popular  belief  system  for 

millions of people around the world.
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Chapter 1: The Pioneering Days

3. Andrew Jackson Davis

Andrew  Jackson  Davis,  born  in  1826,  emerged  as  a 

prominent figure in the spiritualist movement during 

its formative years. Known as the "Poughkeepsie Seer," 

Davis  possessed  extraordinary  abilities  as  a  medium 

and healer, which he demonstrated through numerous 

public lectures and demonstrations.

Davis's journey into spiritualism began at a young age. 

At the age of 16, he experienced a profound spiritual 

awakening,  during  which  he  claimed  to  have 

communed  with  spirits  and  received  divine 

revelations.  These  experiences  ignited  within  him  a 

deep  understanding  of  the  spiritual  realm  and  its 

connection to the physical world.

As  his  fame  grew,  Davis  became  a  sought-after 

medium, conducting seances and delivering messages 

from the afterlife. His abilities drew both believers and 
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skeptics, and his public demonstrations often sparked 

controversy. However, Davis remained steadfast in his 

convictions, using his platform to promote spiritualist 

teachings and encourage personal growth.

Beyond  his  mediumistic  abilities,  Davis  was  also  a 

prolific writer. He authored several influential books, 

including  "The  Principles  of  Nature,  Her  Divine 

Revelations, and a Voice to Mankind," which became a 

cornerstone  of  spiritualist  literature.  Davis's  writings 

explored a wide range of topics, from the nature of the 

soul to the laws of the universe.

Davis's  impact  on  the  spiritualist  movement  was 

profound.  He  helped  to  legitimize  spiritualism  as  a 

serious field of  inquiry,  and his  teachings influenced 

countless  individuals.  His  emphasis  on  personal 

responsibility,  spiritual  development,  and  the 

interconnectedness of all beings left a lasting legacy in 

the spiritualist community.
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Despite his fame and influence, Davis faced opposition 

and skepticism throughout his life. Critics dismissed his 

mediumistic abilities as trickery or delusion. However, 

Davis  remained  undeterred,  continuing  to  share  his 

spiritual  insights  and promote the principles  of  love, 

compassion, and harmony.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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