The History of the 48th Virginia

Infantry Regiment

Introduction

The 48th Virginia Infantry Regiment was a regiment of
infantry in the Confederate States Army during the
American Civil War. The regiment was organized in
May 1861 and served in the Army of Northern Virginia
throughout the war. The 48th Virginia Infantry
Regiment was involved in some of the most famous
battles of the war, including the Battle of Gettysburg

and the Battle of Appomattox Court House.

The regiment was organized in Petersburg, Virginia,
and was initially commanded by Colonel William C.
Wickham. The regiment was composed of men from all

walks of life, including farmers, laborers, and



businessmen. The regiment was armed with a variety

of weapons, including muskets, rifles, and bayonets.

The 48th Virginia Infantry Regiment first saw action at
the Battle of Manassas in July 1861. The regiment was
part of the brigade commanded by General Thomas ]J.
Jackson, and it played a key role in the Confederate
victory. The regiment also fought at the Battle of Seven
Pines, the Seven Days Battles, and the Battle of

Antietam.

At the Battle of Gettysburg, the 48th Virginia Infantry
Regiment was part of the brigade commanded by
General Robert F. Hoke. The regiment fought bravely in
the battle, but it was forced to retreat after the Union
forces broke through the Confederate lines. The
regiment also fought at the Battle of Mine Run and the
Battle of the Wilderness.

At the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House, the 48th
Virginia Infantry Regiment was part of the brigade

commanded by General John R. Chambliss, Jr. The
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regiment fought bravely in the battle, but it was again
forced to retreat after the Union forces broke through
the Confederate lines. The regiment also fought at the

Battle of Cold Harbor and the Battle of Petersburg.

At the Battle of Five Forks, the 48th Virginia Infantry
Regiment was part of the brigade commanded by
General William H. Payne. The regiment fought bravely
in the battle, but it was forced to retreat after the Union
forces broke through the Confederate lines. The
regiment also fought at the Battle of Sailor's Creek and

the Battle of Appomattox Court House.

The 48th Virginia Infantry Regiment surrendered at
Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865. The
regiment had fought bravely throughout the war, and it
had played a key role in the Confederate Army of

Northern Virginia.



Book Description

The History of the 48th Virginia Infantry Regiment
tells the story of the 48th Virginia Infantry Regiment, a
regiment of infantry in the Confederate States Army
during the American Civil War. The regiment was
organized in May 1861 and served in the Army of
Northern Virginia throughout the war. The 48th
Virginia Infantry Regiment was involved in some of the
most famous battles of the war, including the Battle of

Gettysburg and the Battle of Appomattox Court House.

The book is based on extensive research, including
primary sources such as letters, diaries, and regimental
records. The author has also consulted with historians
and experts on the Civil War to ensure the accuracy of

the book.

The book is written in a clear and concise style, and it is

illustrated with maps and photographs. The book is



divided into ten chapters, each of which covers a

different aspect of the regiment's history.

The first chapter of the book provides an overview of
the regiment's formation and organization. The second
chapter covers the regiment's early campaigns,
including the Battle of Manassas and the Battle of
Seven Pines. The third chapter covers the regiment's
role in the Gettysburg Campaign. The fourth chapter
covers the regiment's role in the Overland Campaign.
The fifth chapter covers the regiment's role in the

Appomattox Campaign.

The sixth chapter of the book covers the legacy of the
48th Virginia Infantry Regiment. The seventh chapter
covers the commanders of the regiment. The eighth
chapter covers the company histories of the regiment.
The ninth chapter covers the uniforms and equipment
of the regiment. The tenth chapter covers the

battlefields of the regiment.



The History of the 48th Virginia Infantry Regiment is
a valuable resource for anyone interested in the history
of the 48th Virginia Infantry Regiment or the Civil War.
The book is also a tribute to the brave men who served

in the regiment.



Chapter 1: The Formation of the 48th

Virginia Infantry Regiment

1. The Call to Arms

The outbreak of the American Civil War in April 1861
sent shockwaves throughout the country. In Virginia,
the secession of the state from the Union was met with
mixed emotions. Some Virginians were eager to join
the Confederate States of America, while others

remained loyal to the Union.

In the spring of 1861, a group of prominent citizens in
Petersburg, Virginia, decided to raise a regiment of
volunteers to fight for the Confederacy. They issued a
call to arms, and within a few weeks, over 1,000 men

had signed up to serve.

The regiment was officially organized on May 10, 1861,
and was designated the 48th Virginia Infantry

Regiment. The regiment was commanded by Colonel



William C. Wickham, a former officer in the United

States Army.

The 48th Virginia Infantry Regiment was composed of
men from all walks of life. There were farmers,
laborers, businessmen, and even some students from
the University of Virginia. The regiment was a

microcosm of the Confederate Army as a whole.

The 48th Virginia Infantry Regiment was eager to get
into the fight. The men had been training for weeks,
and they were confident in their abilities. They were
also motivated by a strong sense of patriotism and a

desire to defend their homeland.

In June 1861, the 48th Virginia Infantry Regiment was
ordered to join the Army of Northern Virginia. The
regiment was assigned to the brigade commanded by
General Thomas J. Jackson. Jackson was one of the most
respected generals in the Confederate Army, and the
48th Virginia Infantry Regiment was proud to serve

under his command.

8



Chapter 1: The Formation of the 48th

Virginia Infantry Regiment

2. The Recruitment Process

The outbreak of the American Civil War in April 1861
sparked a wave of patriotic fervor across the
Confederate States of America. In Virginia, as in other
Southern states, men from all walks of life flocked to
enlist in the Confederate Army. The 48th Virginia
Infantry Regiment was one of many regiments raised

in Virginia during the early months of the war.

The regiment was organized in Petersburg, Virginia, in
May 1861. The regiment's first commander was Colonel
William C. Wickham, a former officer in the United
States Army. Wickham was a skilled recruiter, and he

quickly filled the regiment's ranks with over 1,000 men.

The 48th Virginia Infantry Regiment was composed of
men from all walks of life. There were farmers,

laborers, businessmen, and even some former slaves.
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The regiment was a microcosm of the Confederate
Army as a whole, which was made up of men from all
walks of life who were united by their love of their

homeland.

The 48th Virginia Infantry Regiment was armed with a
variety of weapons, including muskets, rifles, and
bayonets. The regiment also had a small number of
artillery pieces. The regiment's uniforms were made of

gray cloth, and the men wore kepis or slouch hats.

The 48th Virginia Infantry Regiment was one of many
regiments raised in Virginia during the early months of
the war. The regiment's men were eager to fight for
their homeland, and they were confident that they

would ultimately prevail against the Union forces.
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Chapter 1: The Formation of the 48th

Virginia Infantry Regiment

3. The Officers and Men

The officers of the 48th Virginia Infantry Regiment
were a diverse group of men, drawn from all walks of
life. Some were experienced military officers, while
others had no prior military experience. However, all
of them were dedicated to the cause of the Confederacy

and to the defense of their homeland.

The regiment's first commander was Colonel William C.
Wickham. Wickham was a graduate of the Virginia
Military Institute and had served in the Mexican-
American War. He was a skilled tactician and a brave
leader. He was promoted to brigadier general in 1863
and commanded a brigade in the Army of Northern
Virginia.

The regiment's other field officers were Lieutenant

Colonel Robert F. Hoke and Major John R. Chambliss, Jr.
11



Hoke was a successful businessman and planter before
the war. He was a brave and capable officer, and he
was promoted to brigadier general in 1864. Chambliss
was a lawyer before the war. He was a skilled cavalry
officer, and he was promoted to brigadier general in

1863.

The regiment's company officers were also a diverse
group of men. Some were farmers, while others were
businessmen, lawyers, and teachers. All of them were
dedicated to the cause of the Confederacy and to the

defense of their homeland.

The men of the 48th Virginia Infantry Regiment were
also a diverse group. Some were farmers, while others
were laborers, artisans, and merchants. All of them
were volunteers, and they were all willing to fight for

the cause of the Confederacy.

The officers and men of the 48th Virginia Infantry
Regiment were a close-knit group. They fought together

through many battles, and they shared the hardships of
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war. They were a brave and dedicated group of men,
and they played a key role in the defense of the

Confederacy.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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