
Wonderfully Late

Introduction

Pasquale  De  Marco,  a  passionate  advocate  for 

children's  literacy,  presents  Wonderfully  Late,  a 

thought-provoking and engaging collection of insights 

and anecdotes that explore the multifaceted world of 

education. With over two decades of experience as an 

educator,  Pasquale  De  Marco  brings  a  wealth  of 

knowledge and a deep understanding of the challenges 

and opportunities that students face in today's rapidly 

changing world.

In  this  captivating  introduction,  Pasquale  De  Marco 

invites readers on a journey of discovery, delving into 

the profound impact that education can have on young 

minds.  Through  personal  stories  and  real-world 

examples,  Pasquale  De  Marco  highlights  the 

transformative  power  of  learning,  emphasizing  its 
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ability to ignite curiosity,  foster critical thinking,  and 

empower individuals to reach their full potential.

Wonderfully  Late  is  not  merely  a  collection  of 

educational  theories;  it  is  a  testament  to  the 

indomitable  spirit  of  children  and  the  unwavering 

dedication of educators who strive to make a difference 

in their lives. Each chapter offers a unique perspective 

on  the  educational  landscape,  providing  valuable 

insights for parents,  teachers,  and anyone who cares 

about the future of our children.

Pasquale De Marco believes that every child deserves 

access  to  quality  education,  regardless  of  their 

background  or  circumstances.  In  Wonderfully  Late, 

Pasquale  De  Marco  advocates  for  inclusive  and 

equitable  learning  environments  that  nurture  the 

growth and development of all students.

Throughout  the  book,  Pasquale  De  Marco  weaves 

together  personal  anecdotes,  research  findings,  and 

practical  strategies,  creating  a  rich  tapestry  of 
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knowledge  that  will  inspire  and  inform  readers. 

Pasquale  De  Marco  draws  upon  a  diverse  range  of 

sources,  including  the  latest  educational  research, 

inspiring  stories  of  student  success,  and  thought-

provoking  quotes  from  renowned  educators  and 

scholars.

Wonderfully Late is an essential resource for anyone 

who  wants  to  gain  a  deeper  understanding  of  the 

complexities  of  education.  It  is  a  book  that  will 

challenge  your  assumptions,  broaden  your 

perspectives,  and ultimately empower you to make a 

positive impact on the lives of young learners.
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Book Description

Wonderfully Late is an essential guide for anyone who 

wants  to  gain  a  deeper  understanding  of  the 

complexities  of  education.  Drawing  upon  decades  of 

experience as an educator, Pasquale De Marco provides 

a thought-provoking and engaging exploration of  the 

challenges  and  opportunities  that  students  face  in 

today's rapidly changing world.

Through  personal  stories  and  real-world  examples, 

Pasquale  De  Marco  highlights  the  transformative 

power  of  learning,  emphasizing  its  ability  to  ignite 

curiosity,  foster  critical  thinking,  and  empower 

individuals  to  reach their  full  potential.  Wonderfully 

Late is not merely a collection of educational theories; 

it  is a testament to the indomitable spirit  of children 

and the unwavering dedication of educators who strive 

to make a difference in their lives.
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Each  chapter  of  Wonderfully  Late  offers  a  unique 

perspective  on  the  educational  landscape,  providing 

valuable  insights  for  parents,  teachers,  and  anyone 

who cares about the future of our children. Pasquale 

De  Marco  advocates  for  inclusive  and  equitable 

learning  environments  that  nurture  the  growth  and 

development  of  all  students,  regardless  of  their 

background or circumstances.

Throughout  the  book,  Pasquale  De  Marco  weaves 

together  personal  anecdotes,  research  findings,  and 

practical  strategies,  creating  a  rich  tapestry  of 

knowledge  that  will  inspire  and  inform  readers. 

Pasquale  De  Marco  draws  upon  a  diverse  range  of 

sources,  including  the  latest  educational  research, 

inspiring  stories  of  student  success,  and  thought-

provoking  quotes  from  renowned  educators  and 

scholars.

Wonderfully Late is an essential resource for anyone 

who  wants  to  gain  a  deeper  understanding  of  the 
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complexities  of  education.  It  is  a  book  that  will 

challenge  your  assumptions,  broaden  your 

perspectives,  and ultimately empower you to make a 

positive impact on the lives of young learners.
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Chapter 1: A Dash to School

Topic 1: The perils of a morning mishap

Mornings can be a whirlwind of activity, especially for 

children preparing for school.  Amidst the rush to get 

ready,  mishaps  can  occur,  leaving  children  flustered 

and running behind schedule. Spilled milk, lost shoes, 

and  tangled  hair  are  just  a  few  of  the  common 

obstacles that can disrupt a smooth morning routine.

One such morning,  as  8-year-old Ethan hurriedly ate 

his breakfast, he accidentally knocked over his glass of 

orange juice. The sweet liquid spilled across the table 

and onto his freshly ironed uniform. A wave of panic 

washed over him as he realized the clock was ticking 

away.

With lightning speed, Ethan grabbed a paper towel and 

frantically tried to soak up the mess. But the juice had 

already seeped into the fabric, leaving a large orange 
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stain.  Time  was  running  out,  and  Ethan  knew  he 

couldn't afford to change his clothes.

Thinking  quickly,  Ethan  grabbed  a  colorful  marker 

from his backpack. With trembling hands, he carefully 

drew a  smiling  sun over  the  stain,  transforming  the 

mishap into a whimsical design. As he rushed out the 

door, he couldn't help but smile at his creative solution.

Little did Ethan know that his morning mishap would 

become a topic of conversation among his classmates. 

During  recess,  he  proudly  showed  off  his  "sunshine 

uniform,"  earning  laughter  and  admiration  from  his 

friends.  Ethan's  quick  thinking  and  ability  to  turn  a 

setback  into  a  playful  moment  taught  him  the 

importance  of  staying  calm  and  finding  creative 

solutions to unexpected challenges.

As  the  morning  rush  subsides  and  the  school  day 

begins,  it's  essential  to remember that mishaps are a 

part of life. It's how we respond to these challenges that 

truly matters. By embracing a positive attitude, finding 
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creative solutions, and learning from our mistakes, we 

can turn even the most chaotic mornings into valuable 

learning experiences.
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Chapter 1: A Dash to School

Topic 2: A hasty departure

As the first  rays of  dawn peeked through the blinds, 

Oliver stirred from his slumber with a jolt. He glanced 

at  the  clock  with  mounting  panic:  7:30  AM!  School 

started  in  half  an  hour,  and  he  was  running 

dangerously late.

Leaping  out  of  bed,  Oliver  raced  to  the  bathroom, 

brushing his teeth at lightning speed and throwing on 

his  uniform  haphazardly.  Breakfast  was  out  of  the 

question;  he  didn't  have  time.  As  he  grabbed  his 

backpack and headed out the door, he could hear his 

mother's voice calling after him.

"Oliver, wait! You forgot your lunch!"

But  Oliver  was  already halfway down the  street,  his 

long legs carrying him as fast  as  they could.  He had 

never been late for school before, and the thought of 
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facing  his  teacher's  disappointment  filled  him  with 

dread.

He  weaved  through  the  morning  crowd,  dodging 

pedestrians and cyclists  with practiced ease.  The city 

was just beginning to wake up, and the air was filled 

with the sounds of traffic and birdsong. Oliver pressed 

on, his heart pounding in his chest.

As he approached the school gates, he noticed a long 

line of students waiting to enter. Resigned to his fate, 

Oliver took his place at the end of the line, his tardy slip 

already prepared in his mind.
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Chapter 1: A Dash to School

Topic 3: Unforeseen obstacles along the way

As children embark on their daily journey to school, 

they  often  encounter  unforeseen  obstacles  that  test 

their resilience and determination.  These unexpected 

challenges  can  range  from  minor  inconveniences  to 

major  setbacks,  but  they  all  have  the  potential  to 

disrupt the smooth flow of their morning routine.

One common obstacle  is  the unpredictable  nature of 

the weather. A sudden downpour can turn a leisurely 

walk into a race against time, as children scramble for 

shelter or struggle to navigate slippery sidewalks. The 

wind can also pose a challenge, whipping up dust and 

debris that can impair visibility and make it difficult to 

stay on course.

Another obstacle that can arise is traffic congestion. In 

busy urban areas, roads can become gridlocked during 

peak hours, causing delays that can throw off even the 
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most  carefully  planned  schedule.  Children  may  find 

themselves  stuck  in  long  lines  of  cars,  anxiously 

watching the clock tick away as the minutes pass.

Unexpected detours can also disrupt a child's path to 

school.  Road  closures,  construction  projects,  or  even 

accidents  can  force  them  to  take  a  different  route, 

adding extra time and distance to their journey. These 

detours  can  be  particularly  frustrating  when  they 

occur in unfamiliar territory, leaving children feeling 

lost and disoriented.

In addition to these external challenges, children may 

also face internal obstacles that hinder their progress. 

Feeling unwell,  having a bad dream, or simply being 

tired can make it difficult to focus and stay motivated. 

These internal obstacles can weigh heavily on a child's 

mind,  making  it  harder  to  overcome  the  physical 

challenges they encounter along the way.

Despite  these  unforeseen  obstacles,  children  often 

demonstrate remarkable resilience and determination 

13



in their efforts to get to school on time. They may seek 

help  from  adults,  such  as  crossing  guards  or  bus 

drivers,  or they may find creative ways to overcome 

the  challenges  they  face.  Their  perseverance  is  a 

testament to the importance they place on education 

and their unwavering desire to learn.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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