
Creating art beyond the class

Introduction

Art  has  the  power  to  transform  lives.  It  can  spark 

creativity,  inspire  self-expression,  and  build  bridges 

between  people.  When  children  are  given  the 

opportunity to engage with art, they develop essential 

skills that will benefit them throughout their lives.

In "Creating art beyond the class", Pasquale De Marco 

explores  the  transformative  power  of  art  education, 

particularly  through  after-school  programs.  Drawing 

on  years  of  experience  working  with  at-risk  youth, 

Pasquale De Marco provides a comprehensive guide for 

educators, community leaders, and parents who want 

to harness the power of art to make a difference in the 

lives of children.
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This book is divided into ten chapters, each of which 

focuses on a different aspect of art education. The first 

chapter explores the transformative nature of art and 

its  impact  on  social  change.  The  second  chapter 

provides a blueprint for starting a successful art after-

school  program.  The  third  chapter  discusses  the 

importance  of  building  partnerships  to  support  art 

education.

The  fourth  chapter  focuses  on  creating  a  supportive 

environment for art, while the fifth chapter addresses 

the  challenges  of  teaching  art.  The  sixth  chapter 

explores  the  role  of  art  in  social  and  emotional 

development, while the seventh chapter examines the 

relationship between art and cultural identity.

The  eighth  chapter  discusses  the  role  of  art  in 

community  development,  and  the  ninth  chapter 

explores the potential of art to raise awareness about 

environmental issues. The tenth and final chapter looks 
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to  the  future  of  art  education,  considering  the 

challenges and opportunities that lie ahead.

Throughout  the  book,  Pasquale  De  Marco  provides 

practical  advice  and  real-world  examples  to  help 

readers  understand  the  power  of  art  education  and 

how to make it a reality for all children. Whether you 

are  an  educator,  a  parent,  or  a  community  leader, 

"Creating art beyond the class" is an essential resource 

for anyone who wants to make a difference in the lives 

of children through art.
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Book Description

In a world where children face increasing challenges 

and  pressures,  art  education  has  the  power  to 

transform  lives.  "Creating  art  beyond  the  class" 

explores  the  transformative  power  of  art  education, 

particularly  through  after-school  programs,  and 

provides  a  comprehensive  guide  for  educators, 

community leaders, and parents who want to harness 

the power of art to make a difference in the lives of 

children.

Drawing on years of experience working with at-risk 

youth,  Pasquale  De  Marco  provides  practical  advice 

and real-world examples  to  help readers  understand 

the power of art education and how to make it a reality 

for all children. This book is divided into ten chapters, 

each  of  which  focuses  on  a  different  aspect  of  art 

education, including:
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 The transformative nature of art and its impact 

on social change

 A  blueprint  for  starting  a  successful  art  after-

school program

 The  importance  of  building  partnerships  to 

support art education

 Creating a supportive environment for art

 Overcoming the challenges of teaching art

 The  role  of  art  in  social  and  emotional 

development

 Art and cultural identity

 Art and community development

 Art and the environment

 The future of art education

"Creating art beyond the class" is an essential resource 

for anyone who wants to make a difference in the lives 

of children through art. Whether you are an educator, 

a parent, or a community leader, this book will provide 

you with the tools and inspiration you need to create a 
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vibrant and supportive environment for art education 

in your community.
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Chapter 1: The Power of Art

The transformative nature of art

Art  has  the  power  to  transform  lives.  It  can  spark 

creativity,  inspire  self-expression,  and  build  bridges 

between  people.  When  children  are  given  the 

opportunity to engage with art, they develop essential 

skills that will benefit them throughout their lives.

Art  can  help  children  develop  their  creativity  and 

imagination. When children are given the opportunity 

to  create  art,  they are  able  to  express  themselves  in 

new  and  unique  ways.  They  can  experiment  with 

different  colors,  shapes,  and  textures,  and  they  can 

learn to see the world in new ways. Art can also help 

children  develop  their  problem-solving  skills.  When 

children are working on a piece of  art,  they have to 

figure out how to use the materials they have to create 

the image or object they have in mind. This can help 
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them  develop  their  critical  thinking  skills  and  their 

ability to solve problems.

In addition to developing their creativity and problem-

solving skills, art can also help children develop their 

social and emotional skills. When children work on art 

projects  together,  they  learn  how  to  cooperate  and 

collaborate with others. They also learn how to express 

their emotions in a healthy way. Art can help children 

to feel more connected to themselves, to others, and to 

the world around them.

The  transformative  power  of  art  is  not  limited  to 

children.  Adults  can also benefit  from engaging with 

art.  Art can help adults to relax and de-stress.  It  can 

also help them to connect with their own creativity and 

to express themselves in new ways. Art can also help 

adults  to  learn  about  different  cultures  and 

perspectives.

Art is  a powerful  tool  that can be used to transform 

lives. It can help children and adults to develop their 

8



creativity,  imagination,  problem-solving  skills,  and 

social and emotional skills. Art can also help people to 

connect  with  themselves,  with  others,  and  with  the 

world around them.
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Chapter 1: The Power of Art

Art as a tool for self-expression

Art is a powerful tool for self-expression. It allows us to 

communicate our thoughts,  feelings,  and experiences 

in a way that words cannot. When we create art, we 

are  not  only  expressing  ourselves,  but  we  are  also 

making sense of the world around us.

Art can be used to express a wide range of emotions, 

from joy and love to anger and sadness. It can also be 

used  to  explore  complex  ideas  and  concepts.  For 

example,  an artist  might  use  painting  to  explore  the 

nature  of  identity,  or  a  sculptor  might  use  clay  to 

explore  the  relationship  between  the  individual  and 

society.

Art can also be used to tell stories. A painter might use 

a series of paintings to tell the story of their life, or a 

writer might use a novel to tell the story of a fictional 

character.  Art  can  also  be  used  to  raise  awareness 
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about  important  issues.  For example,  an artist  might 

use their work to raise awareness about climate change 

or social injustice.

Art is not just a form of communication; it is also a way 

of connecting with others. When we share our art with 

others,  we are inviting them into our world.  We are 

allowing them to see the world through our eyes and to 

experience  our  emotions.  Art  can  also  be  a  way  of 

connecting with our past and our future. When we look 

at  a  painting  from centuries  ago,  we  are  connecting 

with the artist who created it. We are also connecting 

with the people who have viewed the painting over the 

years and who have been moved by it.

Art  is  a  powerful  tool  that  can  be  used  to  express 

ourselves, to make sense of the world around us, to tell 

stories, to raise awareness about important issues, and 

to  connect  with  others.  It  is  a  gift  that  should  be 

cherished and nurtured.
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Chapter 1: The Power of Art

The impact of art on social change

Art  has  the  power to  spark social  change by raising 

awareness,  inspiring  action,  and  creating  a  sense  of 

community. Throughout history, art has been used to 

challenge  injustice,  promote  peace,  and  build 

understanding between different cultures.

One  of  the  most  powerful  ways  that  art  can  create 

social  change  is  by  raising  awareness  of  important 

issues. By bringing attention to social problems, art can 

help to educate the public and mobilize people to take 

action.  For  example,  the  art  of  the  Civil  Rights 

Movement played a vital role in raising awareness of 

the injustices faced by African Americans and helped to 

galvanize support for the movement.

Art can also inspire people to take action and make a 

difference  in  the  world.  For  example,  the  art  of  the 

environmental  movement  has  helped  to  raise 
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awareness of  the dangers of  climate change and has 

inspired  people  to  take  action  to  protect  the  planet. 

Similarly, the art of the anti-war movement has helped 

to  raise  awareness  of  the  horrors  of  war  and  has 

inspired people to work for peace.

Finally,  art  can  create  a  sense  of  community  and 

belonging.  When people  come together  to  create  art, 

they  share  their  experiences,  their  hopes,  and  their 

dreams. This can help to build bridges between people 

from  different  backgrounds  and  cultures  and  can 

create a more just and equitable society.

Here are some specific examples of how art has been 

used to create social change:

 The  art  of  the  Harlem  Renaissance  helped  to 

raise  awareness  of  the  experiences  of  African 

Americans  and  to  challenge  the  racism  and 

discrimination that they faced.

 The art of the Chicano Movement helped to raise 

awareness  of  the  experiences  of  Mexican 
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Americans  and to  challenge  the  discrimination 

that they faced.

 The art of the feminist movement helped to raise 

awareness of the experiences of women and to 

challenge  the  sexism  and  misogyny  that  they 

faced.

 The art of the LGBTQ+ movement has helped to 

raise  awareness  of  the  experiences  of  LGBTQ+ 

people  and  to  challenge  the  homophobia  and 

transphobia that they face.

These are just a few examples of the many ways that 

art  has  been  used  to  create  social  change.  Art  is  a 

powerful  tool  that  can be used to  make the world a 

better place.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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