
The Tapestry of Fortune

Introduction

Margaret  of  York,  Duchess  of  Burgundy,  was  a 

remarkable  woman  who  left  an  indelible  mark  on 

European history. Born into the English royal family in 

1446, she was the sister of two kings, Edward IV and 

Richard III.  Her life  was one of  intrigue,  power,  and 

tragedy,  set  against  the  backdrop  of  the  tumultuous 

Wars of the Roses and the rise of the Habsburg dynasty.

Margaret's story begins in England, where she grew up 

in the shadow of  her powerful  brothers.  Despite her 

noble birth, her early life was marked by uncertainty 

and danger. The Wars of the Roses, a bitter civil war 

between the rival houses of York and Lancaster, raged 

across the country, and Margaret's family was caught 

in the crossfire. Her father, Richard, Duke of York, was 
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killed in battle, and her brother Edward was forced to 

flee into exile.

In 1461, Edward returned to England and claimed the 

throne,  becoming  King  Edward  IV.  Margaret,  now  a 

princess,  enjoyed  a  brief  period  of  happiness  and 

security. She was married to Charles the Bold, Duke of 

Burgundy, one of the most powerful princes in Europe. 

The  marriage  was  a  political  alliance,  but  it  also 

brought Margaret love and companionship.

However,  tragedy  soon  struck.  In  1477,  Charles  was 

killed in battle, leaving Margaret a widow at the age of 

31.  She became regent of Burgundy on behalf of her 

young son, Philip, but her rule was challenged by Louis 

XI of France. Louis, a cunning and ruthless king, sought 

to annex Burgundy to his own kingdom.

Margaret faced Louis's aggression with determination 

and  skill.  She  skillfully  navigated  the  treacherous 

waters  of  European  politics,  forming  alliances  and 

building support for her cause. She also proved to be a 
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capable military leader, personally leading her troops 

into battle.

Margaret's  struggle  against  Louis  XI  lasted  for  many 

years.  Despite  her  best  efforts,  she  was  eventually 

forced  to  cede  some of  her  territories  to  the  French 

king.  However,  she  never  gave  up  hope  of  restoring 

Burgundy to its former glory. She continued to plot and 

scheme  against  Louis,  even  after  she  was  forced  to 

retire from active politics.

Margaret of York was a complex and fascinating figure. 

She was a strong and independent woman who refused 

to  be  cowed  by  adversity.  She  was  also  a  skilled 

politician and military leader, who played a significant 

role  in  the  history  of  Europe.  Her  story  is  one  of 

courage, resilience, and unyielding determination.
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Book Description

In  the  tumultuous  world  of  15th  century  Europe, 

Margaret of York, Duchess of Burgundy, was a woman 

of  extraordinary  courage,  resilience,  and 

determination. Born into the English royal family, her 

life was one of intrigue, power, and tragedy, set against 

the backdrop of the Wars of the Roses and the rise of 

the Habsburg dynasty.

Margaret's story begins in England, where she grew up 

in the shadow of her powerful brothers, Edward IV and 

Richard III. Despite her noble birth, her early life was 

marked by uncertainty and danger.  The Wars of  the 

Roses,  a  bitter  civil  war between the rival  houses of 

York  and  Lancaster,  raged  across  the  country,  and 

Margaret's family was caught in the crossfire.

In 1461, Edward returned to England and claimed the 

throne,  becoming  King  Edward  IV.  Margaret,  now  a 

princess,  enjoyed  a  brief  period  of  happiness  and 
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security. She was married to Charles the Bold, Duke of 

Burgundy, one of the most powerful princes in Europe. 

The  marriage  was  a  political  alliance,  but  it  also 

brought Margaret love and companionship.

However,  tragedy  soon  struck.  In  1477,  Charles  was 

killed in battle, leaving Margaret a widow at the age of 

31.  She became regent of Burgundy on behalf of her 

young son, Philip, but her rule was challenged by Louis 

XI of France. Louis, a cunning and ruthless king, sought 

to annex Burgundy to his own kingdom.

Margaret faced Louis's aggression with determination 

and  skill.  She  skillfully  navigated  the  treacherous 

waters  of  European  politics,  forming  alliances  and 

building support for her cause. She also proved to be a 

capable military leader, personally leading her troops 

into battle.

Margaret's  struggle  against  Louis  XI  lasted  for  many 

years.  Despite  her  best  efforts,  she  was  eventually 

forced  to  cede  some of  her  territories  to  the  French 
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king.  However,  she  never  gave  up  hope  of  restoring 

Burgundy to its former glory. She continued to plot and 

scheme  against  Louis,  even  after  she  was  forced  to 

retire from active politics.

Margaret of York's life was one of courage, resilience, 

and unyielding determination.  She was a  strong and 

independent  woman  who  refused  to  be  cowed  by 

adversity. She was also a skilled politician and military 

leader, who played a significant role in the history of 

Europe. Her story is one that will fascinate and inspire 

readers for generations to come.
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Chapter 1: A Tapestry's Threads

The Life of Margaret of York

Margaret  of  York  was  born  on  May  3,  1446,  at 

Fotheringhay  Castle  in  Northamptonshire,  England. 

She was the third daughter of Richard, Duke of York, 

and Cecily Neville. Margaret's early life was marked by 

political turmoil. Her father was a leading figure in the 

Wars of the Roses, a series of civil wars between the 

rival houses of York and Lancaster. In 1460, Margaret's 

father  was  killed  in  battle,  and  her  brother  Edward 

became king.

Edward  IV's  reign  was  a  time  of  relative  peace  and 

prosperity for England. Margaret enjoyed a privileged 

upbringing at the royal court. She was educated in the 

classics,  music,  and  dancing.  She  was  also  a  skilled 

needleworker and enjoyed hunting and falconry.

In  1468,  Margaret  was  married  to  Charles  the  Bold, 

Duke  of  Burgundy.  Charles  was  one  of  the  most 
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powerful  princes  in  Europe.  He  ruled  over  a  vast 

territory that included the Netherlands,  Luxembourg, 

and  parts  of  France.  The  marriage  was  a  political 

alliance,  but  it  was also  a  love match.  Margaret  and 

Charles had three children together: Mary, Charles, and 

Margaret.

Margaret's life took a tragic turn in 1477 when Charles 

was killed in battle.  Margaret was devastated by her 

husband's  death.  She became regent of  Burgundy on 

behalf  of  her  young son,  Philip,  but  she faced many 

challenges. Louis XI of France, a cunning and ruthless 

king, sought to annex Burgundy to his own kingdom.

Margaret faced Louis's aggression with determination 

and skill. She formed alliances with England and other 

European  powers.  She  also  raised  an  army  and 

personally  led  her  troops  into  battle.  Margaret's 

struggle against Louis XI lasted for many years. Despite 

her best efforts, she was eventually forced to cede some 

of her territories to the French king.
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Margaret never gave up hope of restoring Burgundy to 

its  former  glory.  She  continued  to  plot  and  scheme 

against  Louis  XI,  even after  she was forced to  retire 

from active politics. She died in 1503 at the age of 57.

9



Chapter 1: A Tapestry's Threads

The  Political  Landscape  of  15th  Century 

Europe

The political landscape of 15th century Europe was a 

complex and tumultuous one. The Holy Roman Empire 

was in decline, and its territories were divided among a 

patchwork of independent states. France and England 

were  locked  in  a  bitter  struggle  for  control  of  the 

continent, while Spain was emerging as a major power. 

In Italy, the city-states of Florence, Venice, and Milan 

were vying for supremacy.

Amidst  this  chaos,  the  Duchy  of  Burgundy  was  a 

beacon  of  stability  and  prosperity.  Ruled  by  the 

powerful  and  ambitious  Duke  Philip  the  Good, 

Burgundy  was  one  of  the  wealthiest  and  most 

influential states in Europe. Philip's court was a center 

of culture and learning, and his patronage of the arts 

10



helped  to  make  Burgundy  a  major  center  of  the 

Renaissance.

However, Philip's death in 1467 plunged Burgundy into 

a period of turmoil.  His son, Charles the Bold,  was a 

reckless  and  impulsive  ruler  who  quickly  embroiled 

Burgundy  in  a  series  of  disastrous  wars.  Charles's 

ambitions led him to clash with Louis XI of France, a 

cunning  and  ruthless  king  who  was  determined  to 

expand his own territory at Burgundy's expense.

The conflict between Charles and Louis raged for years, 

and  it  eventually  led  to  Charles's  death  in  battle  in 

1477. With Charles's death, the Duchy of Burgundy was 

left  in  the hands of  his  young daughter,  Mary.  Mary 

was  quickly  forced  to  cede  some  of  Burgundy's 

territories to Louis XI, but she refused to give up the 

fight.  She  married  Maximilian  of  Austria,  the  future 

Holy Roman Emperor, and together they continued to 

resist Louis's aggression.
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The struggle between Burgundy and France continued 

for many years, and it eventually led to the division of 

Burgundy. The northern part of the duchy, known as 

the  Low  Countries,  remained  in  the  hands  of  the 

Habsburgs, while the southern part, known as Franche-

Comté, was annexed by France.

The political landscape of 15th century Europe was one 

of constant change and upheaval.  The old order was 

crumbling, and a new order was struggling to emerge. 

In this tumultuous world, the Duchy of Burgundy was a 

major player, and its fate was inextricably linked to the 

fate of Europe itself.
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Chapter 1: A Tapestry's Threads

Margaret's Marriage to Charles the Bold

In 1468, Margaret of York, sister of King Edward IV of 

England, married Charles the Bold, Duke of Burgundy. 

The  marriage  was  a  political  alliance,  designed  to 

strengthen ties between England and Burgundy and to 

counter the growing power of France.

Margaret was a beautiful and intelligent young woman, 

and  Charles  was  immediately  smitten  with  her.  The 

marriage was a happy one, and the couple had three 

children  together.  Charles  was  a  powerful  and 

ambitious  ruler,  and  he  soon  set  his  sights  on 

expanding  his  territory.  He  conquered  the  Duchy  of 

Lorraine  and  the  County  of  Artois,  and  he  also  laid 

claim to the Duchy of Gelderland.

Margaret supported her husband's ambitions, and she 

often accompanied him on his military campaigns. She 

was a skilled diplomat, and she was able to negotiate 
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favorable terms for Burgundy in a number of treaties. 

She was also a  generous patron of  the arts,  and she 

commissioned many works of art, including the famous 

Unicorn Tapestries.

However,  Charles's  ambitions  eventually  led  to  his 

downfall.  In 1477,  he was killed in battle against the 

Swiss.  Margaret  was  devastated  by  her  husband's 

death,  and  she  never  fully  recovered  from  it.  She 

continued to  rule  Burgundy as  regent  for  her  young 

son,  Philip,  but  she  was  forced  to  cede  some of  her 

territories to France.

Margaret's  marriage  to  Charles  the  Bold  was  a 

significant  event  in  European  history.  It  helped  to 

shape the political landscape of the region, and it led to 

the birth of  a new dynasty,  the Habsburgs.  Margaret 

was  a  remarkable  woman,  and  her  story  is  one  of 

courage, resilience, and determination.

The Dance of Light and Shadows
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Margaret's  marriage  to  Charles  was  not  without  its 

challenges.  Charles  was  a  powerful  and  ambitious 

ruler, and he often put his own interests ahead of those 

of his wife and children. He was also prone to fits of 

jealousy and anger. Margaret had to learn to navigate 

her husband's difficult personality, and she often had 

to make difficult choices in order to protect herself and 

her children.

Despite  the  challenges,  Margaret  and  Charles  loved 

each other deeply. They were partners in both politics 

and  in  life,  and  they  supported  each  other  through 

good  times  and  bad.  Their  marriage  was  a  true 

partnership,  and  it  was  one  of  the  most  successful 

political marriages of the 15th century.

Margaret's  marriage  to  Charles  was  a  complex  and 

fascinating one.  It  was a  marriage of  love,  ambition, 

and power. It was also a marriage that was tested by 

war, tragedy, and loss. But through it all, Margaret and 

Charles  remained  devoted  to  each  other.  Their 
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marriage  was  a  true  tapestry  of  fortune,  and  it  is  a 

story that continues to inspire and intrigue to this day.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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