
The  Mask  of  Suspicion:  The  Cold  War 

and  the  Contours  of  Postmodern 

Thought

Introduction

The Cold War, a period of intense rivalry between the 

United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union,  left  an  indelible 

mark on the intellectual landscape of the 20th century. 

Its pervasive atmosphere of suspicion and skepticism 

seeped  into  various  disciplines,  including  literary 

theory.  In  this  book,  we  delve  into  the  complex 

relationship between the Cold War and the emergence 

of  postmodern thought,  exploring how the Cold War 

mentality shaped the contours of postmodern criticism.

The Cold War era was characterized by a deep-seated 

skepticism about truth, knowledge, and the possibility 

of objective representation. This skepticism, born out of 

1



the nuclear standoff and the fear of mutually assured 

destruction,  permeated  the  intellectual  climate  and 

found  fertile  ground  in  the  academy.  Postmodern 

theorists, influenced by the Cold War's pervasive sense 

of uncertainty, embraced skepticism as a critical tool, 

questioning the foundations of knowledge and the very 

nature of reality.

The  Cold  War  also  fueled  a  profound  distrust  of 

language.  The use of  propaganda and disinformation 

by both sides of the conflict highlighted the malleability 

and  deceptive  nature  of  language.  Postmodern 

theorists  seized  upon  this  insight,  arguing  that 

language  is  inherently  unstable  and  unreliable, 

incapable of conveying objective truth. This linguistic 

skepticism led to a fascination with the indeterminacy 

and undecidability of language, which became central 

to postmodern literary theory.

The  Cold  War's  impact  on  postmodern  thought 

extended beyond skepticism. The conflict's geopolitical 
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dynamics, the rise of superpowers, and the struggle for 

global  dominance  profoundly  influenced  the  way 

postmodern  theorists  conceptualized  power  and 

identity.  The  Cold  War's  legacy  of  division  and 

fragmentation  also  contributed  to  the  postmodern 

preoccupation with the fractured and fragmented self.

This book offers a comprehensive examination of the 

Cold  War's  multifaceted  impact  on  postmodern 

thought.  Through detailed analysis  of  key theoretical 

texts  and  movements,  we  trace  the  evolution  of 

skepticism,  the  interrogation  of  language,  and  the 

reconfiguration of power and identity in postmodern 

criticism.  We argue that  the Cold War's  cultural  and 

intellectual  legacy  continues  to  shape  contemporary 

thought and culture, even in the post-Cold War era.
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Book Description

In the shadow of the Cold War, a new era of literary 

criticism emerged, shaped by the pervasive skepticism 

and suspicion of the nuclear age. This book delves into 

the  complex  relationship  between the  Cold  War  and 

the emergence of postmodern thought, exploring how 

the  Cold  War  mentality  influenced  the  contours  of 

postmodern criticism.

Postmodern  theorists,  steeped  in  the  Cold  War's 

atmosphere  of  uncertainty  and  distrust,  embraced 

skepticism  as  a  critical  tool,  questioning  the 

foundations  of  knowledge  and  the  very  nature  of 

reality.  They  argued  that  language  is  inherently 

unstable  and  unreliable,  incapable  of  conveying 

objective  truth.  This  linguistic  skepticism  led  to  a 

fascination with the indeterminacy and undecidability 

of  language,  which  became  central  to  postmodern 

literary theory.
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The  Cold  War's  impact  on  postmodern  thought 

extended beyond skepticism. The conflict's geopolitical 

dynamics, the rise of superpowers, and the struggle for 

global  dominance  profoundly  influenced  the  way 

postmodern  theorists  conceptualized  power  and 

identity.  The  Cold  War's  legacy  of  division  and 

fragmentation  also  contributed  to  the  postmodern 

preoccupation with the fractured and fragmented self.

This book offers a comprehensive examination of the 

Cold  War's  multifaceted  impact  on  postmodern 

thought.  Through detailed analysis  of  key theoretical 

texts  and  movements,  we  trace  the  evolution  of 

skepticism,  the  interrogation  of  language,  and  the 

reconfiguration of power and identity in postmodern 

criticism.  We argue that  the Cold War's  cultural  and 

intellectual  legacy  continues  to  shape  contemporary 

thought and culture, even in the post-Cold War era.

This book is essential reading for scholars and students 

of literature, cultural studies, and history. It provides a 
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deeper understanding of the intellectual currents that 

have shaped our contemporary world and offers new 

insights into the complex relationship between politics, 

culture, and literature.
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Chapter 1: The Cold War Crucible

1. The Rise of the Cold War Mentality

The Cold War, a period of intense rivalry between the 

United States and the Soviet Union, cast a long shadow 

over the 20th century. Its origins can be traced back to 

the  aftermath  of  World  War  II,  when  the  wartime 

alliance  between  the  two  superpowers  quickly 

disintegrated.  The  Soviet  Union's  expansionist 

ambitions  in  Eastern  Europe  and  its  support  for 

communist movements around the world alarmed the 

United States, which saw the Soviet Union as a threat to 

its own global interests.

The  Cold  War  was  not  fought  on  conventional 

battlefields,  but  rather  in  the  realms  of  ideology, 

propaganda,  and  espionage.  Both  sides  sought  to 

undermine the other's  political,  economic,  and social 

systems.  The United States  promoted democracy and 

capitalism,  while  the  Soviet  Union  championed 
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communism and socialism. Each side accused the other 

of  aggressive  intentions  and  sought  to  build  up  its 

military  strength  to  deter  or  defeat  any  potential 

attack.

The  Cold  War  mentality,  characterized  by  suspicion, 

fear, and a heightened sense of insecurity, permeated 

all aspects of society. People lived under the constant 

threat  of  nuclear  annihilation,  and  the  fear  of 

communist subversion was rampant. This atmosphere 

of  paranoia  and  distrust  had  a  profound  impact  on 

culture, politics, and intellectual life.

The  Cold  War  also  had  a  significant  impact  on  the 

development  of  postmodern  thought.  Postmodern 

theorists,  influenced  by  the  Cold  War's  pervasive 

skepticism  and  uncertainty,  questioned  the 

foundations  of  knowledge,  truth,  and  reality.  They 

argued  that  there  is  no  single,  objective  truth,  but 

rather multiple, competing narratives. This skepticism 
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extended to language, which postmodern theorists saw 

as inherently unstable and unreliable.

The Cold War mentality left an enduring legacy on the 

world. It shaped the geopolitical landscape, fueled the 

arms  race,  and  led  to  numerous  proxy  wars  and 

conflicts.  It  also  had  a  profound  impact  on  culture, 

politics, and intellectual life, giving rise to postmodern 

thought and other intellectual currents that continue to 

shape our world today.
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Chapter 1: The Cold War Crucible

2. The Impact of the Cold War on Intellectual 

Life

The  Cold  War,  with  its  pervasive  sense  of  fear  and 

uncertainty, had a profound impact on intellectual life. 

The  threat  of  nuclear  annihilation,  the  rise  of 

McCarthyism, and the ideological standoff between the 

United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union  created  an 

atmosphere of  suspicion and distrust  that  permeated 

all aspects of society, including academia.

Intellectuals,  writers,  and  artists  found  themselves 

under intense scrutiny, their work and their personal 

lives  subject  to  investigation  and  attack.  The  fear  of 

communist  infiltration  led  to  loyalty  oaths  and 

blacklists,  which effectively  silenced many dissenting 

voices.  The  climate  of  fear  and  repression  stifled 

creativity  and  free  expression,  driving  many 

intellectuals into self-censorship.
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The  Cold  War  also  had  a  significant  impact  on  the 

direction  of  intellectual  inquiry.  The  search  for 

certainty and stability in a world seemingly teetering 

on the brink of chaos led many intellectuals to embrace 

grand narratives and totalizing theories. This desire for 

overarching  explanations  contributed  to  the  rise  of 

structuralism, post-structuralism, and other intellectual 

movements  that  sought  to  provide  a  comprehensive 

framework for understanding the world.

At the same time, the Cold War also spurred a renewed 

interest  in  history  and  politics.  The  rise  of  the 

superpowers  and the  emergence  of  the  Third  World 

prompted  intellectuals  to  grapple  with  questions  of 

imperialism,  colonialism,  and  national  identity.  The 

Cold  War  also  intensified  debates  about  the  role  of 

intellectuals  in  society,  with  some  arguing  that  they 

had a responsibility to speak out against injustice and 

oppression, while others maintained that they should 

remain detached from political struggles.
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The  impact  of  the  Cold  War  on  intellectual  life  was 

complex  and  far-reaching.  The  climate  of  fear  and 

repression stifled creativity and free expression, but it 

also spurred a renewed interest in history, politics, and 

the role of intellectuals in society. The Cold War left an 

indelible mark on the intellectual landscape of the 20th 

century,  and  its  legacy  continues  to  shape 

contemporary thought and culture.
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Chapter 1: The Cold War Crucible

3.  The  Roots  of  Skepticism  in  Postmodern 

Thought

The Cold War era was a period of profound skepticism, 

a  pervasive  distrust  of  truth,  knowledge,  and  the 

possibility of objective representation. This skepticism 

had its roots in the nuclear standoff between the United 

States  and  the  Soviet  Union,  the  fear  of  mutually 

assured  destruction,  and  the  widespread 

disillusionment  with  traditional  notions  of  progress 

and rationality.

Postmodern  thinkers,  influenced  by  the  Cold  War's 

cultural and intellectual climate, embraced skepticism 

as a critical  tool.  They questioned the foundations of 

knowledge, the objectivity of truth, and the very nature 

of  reality.  They  argued  that  knowledge  is  always 

partial,  situated, and contingent,  and that there is no 

13



single,  objective  truth  that  can  be  known  with 

certainty.

This  skeptical  turn  in  postmodern  thought  was  also 

fueled by the rise of linguistic theory, which challenged 

the  traditional  view  of  language  as  a  transparent 

medium for representing reality. Postmodern thinkers 

argued  that  language  is  inherently  unstable  and 

unreliable,  and that it  actively shapes and constructs 

our understanding of the world.

The Cold War's impact on postmodern skepticism can 

also  be  seen  in  the  rise  of  deconstruction,  a  critical 

approach that seeks to expose the hidden assumptions 

and  power  structures  embedded  in  texts  and 

discourses.  Deconstructionists argue that all  texts are 

inherently unstable and undecidable, and that there is 

no single, correct interpretation of a text.

The roots of postmodern skepticism are complex and 

multifaceted, but the Cold War era played a significant 

role  in  shaping this  intellectual  movement.  The Cold 
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War's  atmosphere  of  uncertainty,  distrust,  and 

disillusionment  created  a  fertile  ground  for  the 

emergence of a new skepticism that would profoundly 

challenge traditional notions of truth, knowledge, and 

reality.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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