
The Eastern European Exodus

Introduction

In the aftermath of World War II, millions of Germans 

were  forcibly  expelled  from  their  homes  in  Eastern 

Europe. This mass exodus, one of the largest in history, 

was a tragedy of immense proportions. The expulsions 

were  carried  out  with  brutal  efficiency,  often 

accompanied by violence and murder. German homes 

and  businesses  were  seized,  their  cultural  heritage 

destroyed. The refugees were forced to flee west, often 

on foot, with little more than the clothes on their backs.

The  expulsions  were  a  deliberate  act  of  ethnic 

cleansing, carried out by the victorious Allied powers 

with the tacit approval of the United States. The Allies 

justified the expulsions as a necessary punishment for 

Germany's role in the war. However, the vast majority 
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of  the expellees  were innocent  civilians  who had no 

involvement in the Nazi regime.

The  human  cost  of  the  expulsions  was  enormous. 

Millions of people were uprooted from their homes and 

forced to start over in a strange land. Many died along 

the way, from starvation, disease, or exposure. Those 

who  survived  faced  a  lifetime  of  hardship  and 

discrimination.

The  expulsions  also  had  a  profound  impact  on 

Germany. The loss of millions of citizens weakened the 

country  economically  and  politically.  The  influx  of 

refugees created social tensions and contributed to the 

rise of right-wing extremism.

The expulsions are a dark chapter in European history. 

They are a reminder of the dangers of ethnic hatred 

and the importance of human rights. The victims of the 

expulsions  deserve  our  compassion  and  our 

remembrance.
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We must never forget the lessons of the past. We must 

never allow such atrocities to happen again.

3



Book Description

The Eastern European Exodus tells the tragic story of 

the millions of Germans who were expelled from their 

homes in Eastern Europe after World War II. This mass 

exodus, one of the largest in history, was a deliberate 

act  of  ethnic  cleansing,  carried out  by the victorious 

Allied  powers  with  the  tacit  approval  of  the  United 

States.

The  expulsions  were  justified  as  a  necessary 

punishment for Germany's role in the war. However, 

the  vast  majority  of  the  expellees  were  innocent 

civilians who had no involvement in the Nazi regime. 

They were forced to flee their homes with little more 

than the clothes on their backs, often on foot, and often 

in the dead of winter.

The  human  cost  of  the  expulsions  was  enormous. 

Millions of people died along the way, from starvation, 

disease,  or  exposure.  Those  who  survived  faced  a 
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lifetime of hardship and discrimination. The expulsions 

also had a profound impact on Germany. The loss of 

millions of citizens weakened the country economically 

and  politically.  The  influx  of  refugees  created  social 

tensions  and  contributed  to  the  rise  of  right-wing 

extremism.

The  Eastern  European  Exodus is  a  powerful  and 

moving account of this forgotten tragedy. It is a story of 

suffering, loss, and resilience. It is also a story that has 

important  lessons  for  today.  The  expulsions  are  a 

reminder  of  the  dangers  of  ethnic  hatred  and  the 

importance of human rights. They are a warning that 

we must never allow such atrocities to happen again.

Pasquale  De  Marco is  a  historian  who  has  written 

extensively about the expulsions.  He has interviewed 

hundreds of survivors and consulted a wide range of 

archival sources. The Eastern European Exodus is the 

culmination of his years of research. It is a definitive 
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account of one of the most tragic events in European 

history. 
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Chapter 1: Flight from Terror

The Rostock War Crimes Trial

The  Rostock  War  Crimes  Trial  was  one  of  the  most 

important trials held after World War II. It was held in 

the city of Rostock, Germany, from December 1945 to 

February  1946.  The  defendants  were  12  former 

members of the Gestapo and the SS who were accused 

of  murdering over  100 people,  including Jews,  Poles, 

and Soviet prisoners of war.

The trial was a major event in the postwar period. It 

was the first time that German civilians were tried for 

war  crimes.  The  trial  was  also  a  major  propaganda 

victory for the Allies. It helped to show the world the 

horrors  of  the  Nazi  regime  and  to  justify  the  Allied 

victory.

The trial was also a controversial event. Some people 

argued  that  the  defendants  were  innocent  and  that 

they were being made scapegoats for the crimes of the 
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Nazi  regime.  Others  argued  that  the  trial  was  too 

lenient  and  that  the  defendants  should  have  been 

sentenced to death.

Despite the controversy, the Rostock War Crimes Trial 

was an important step in the process of bringing the 

perpetrators of the Nazi regime to justice. It also helped 

to raise awareness of the horrors of the Holocaust and 

to  promote  reconciliation  between  Germany  and  its 

former enemies.

The charges

The defendants in the Rostock War Crimes Trial were 

charged  with  a  variety  of  crimes,  including  murder, 

torture,  and  kidnapping.  The  charges  stemmed  from 

their  activities  in  the Gestapo and the SS  during the 

Nazi regime.

The Gestapo was the secret police of the Nazi regime. It 

was  responsible  for  rounding  up  and  imprisoning 

political dissidents, Jews, and other minorities. The SS 
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was  the  paramilitary  wing  of  the  Nazi  Party.  It  was 

responsible for carrying out the Holocaust and other 

atrocities.

The evidence

The  evidence  against  the  defendants  in  the  Rostock 

War  Crimes  Trial  was  overwhelming.  It  included 

eyewitness  testimony  from  survivors  of  the  Nazi 

regime,  as  well  as  documentary  evidence  from  the 

Gestapo and the SS.

One of the most powerful pieces of evidence was a film 

that  was  shot  by  the  SS.  The  film  showed  the 

defendants  torturing  and  killing  prisoners.  The  film 

was so graphic that it made some of the jurors faint.

The verdict

The  jury  found  all  of  the  defendants  guilty  of  war 

crimes.  They were sentenced to death.  The sentences 

were carried out in October 1946.
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The Rostock War Crimes Trial was a landmark event in 

the history of  international law. It  was the first  time 

that German civilians were tried for war crimes. The 

trial also helped to raise awareness of the horrors of 

the Holocaust and to promote reconciliation between 

Germany and its former enemies.
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Chapter 1: Flight from Terror

The expulsions of Germans from Poland

The expulsions of Germans from Poland were one of 

the  largest  and  most  brutal  forced  migrations  in 

history.  Between  1944  and  1948,  an  estimated  8-12 

million  Germans  were  expelled  from their  homes  in 

Poland, and many more died during the expulsions or 

in the aftermath. The expulsions were carried out by 

the Polish government, with the tacit approval of the 

Allied powers.

The expulsions were justified by the Polish government 

as a necessary punishment for Germany's role in World 

War  II.  However,  the  vast  majority  of  the  expellees 

were innocent civilians who had no involvement in the 

Nazi  regime.  Many Germans had lived in Poland for 

centuries, and they had no other home.

The expulsions were carried out with brutal efficiency. 

Germans  were  given  little  or  no  time  to  pack  their 
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belongings, and they were often forced to leave their 

homes on foot.  Many were subjected to violence and 

murder.

The  expulsions  had  a  devastating  impact  on  the 

German  population  of  Poland.  The  loss  of  so  many 

people  weakened  Germany  economically  and 

politically. The influx of refugees into Germany created 

social tensions and contributed to the rise of right-wing 

extremism.

The  expulsions  are  a  dark  chapter  in  Polish  history. 

They are a reminder of the dangers of ethnic hatred 

and the importance of human rights. The victims of the 

expulsions  deserve  our  compassion  and  our 

remembrance.
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Chapter 1: Flight from Terror

The Prague Decrees

The  Potsdam  Agreement,  signed  on  August  2,  1945, 

called  for  the  "orderly  and  humane"  transfer  of 

German populations from Poland, Czechoslovakia, and 

Hungary to  Germany.  The Prague Decrees,  issued by 

the  Czechoslovak  government  on  June  21,  1945, 

provided the legal basis for the expulsion of Germans 

from Czechoslovakia.

The  decrees  defined  Germans  as  anyone  who  had 

German as their mother tongue or who had at least one 

German parent or grandparent. They also provided for 

the  confiscation  of  all  German  property,  including 

homes, businesses, and land.

The  expulsion  of  Germans  from  Czechoslovakia  was 

carried out with brutal efficiency. German homes and 

businesses  were  seized,  and  their  occupants  were 

forced to  leave with only the clothes on their  backs. 
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Many  were  forced  to  march  long  distances  to  the 

German border, often in the heat of summer or the cold 

of winter.

Those who resisted the expulsion were often beaten or 

killed. Many women were raped. The elderly and the 

sick were left to die.

The expulsion of Germans from Czechoslovakia was a 

tragedy  of  immense  proportions.  Over  3  million 

Germans were expelled from their homes, and many 

died  along  the  way.  Those  who  survived  faced  a 

lifetime of hardship and discrimination.

The  Prague  Decrees  are  a  dark  chapter  in  Czech 

history. They are a reminder of the dangers of ethnic 

hatred and the importance of human rights.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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