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Introduction

Religion  has  been  a  part  of  human  history  for 

thousands  of  years.  It  has  shaped  our  cultures,  our 

societies,  and  our  worldviews.  But  in  recent  years, 

religion  has  come  under  increasing  scrutiny.  Some 

people argue that it  is a force for good in the world, 

while others believe that it is a source of division and 

conflict.

In  The  End  of  Religion:  The  Coming  Collapse  of 

Organized  Faith,  Pasquale  De  Marco  takes  a  critical 

look  at  the  role  of  religion  in  the  modern  world. 

Pasquale  De  Marco  argues  that  organized  religion  is 

facing  a  number of  serious  challenges,  including the 
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rise of  secularism, the problem of evil  and suffering, 

and the problem of religious diversity.

Pasquale  De  Marco  also  examines  the  problem  of 

religious violence, the problem of religious authority, 

and  the  problem  of  religious  dogma.  Pasquale  De 

Marco  argues  that  these  problems  are  inherent  to 

organized  religion  and  that  they  cannot  be  solved 

without a fundamental change in the way that we think 

about religion.

Pasquale  De  Marco  concludes  by  arguing  that  the 

future  of  religion  is  uncertain.  It  is  possible  that 

organized religion will continue to decline in the years 

to come. However, it is also possible that religion will 

find  a  new  way  to  adapt  to  the  challenges  of  the 

modern world.

Only time will tell what the future holds for religion. 

But  one thing  is  for  sure:  the  role  of  religion in  the 

world is  changing.  And it  is  up to us to decide what 

kind of role religion will play in the future.
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to come. However, it is also possible that religion will 

find  a  new  way  to  adapt  to  the  challenges  of  the 

modern world.

Only time will tell what the future holds for religion. 

But  one thing  is  for  sure:  the  role  of  religion in  the 

world is  changing.  And it  is  up to us to decide what 

kind of role religion will play in the future.

The End of Religion: The Coming Collapse of Organized 

Faith is a must-read for anyone who is interested in the 

future of religion. Pasquale De Marco provides a clear-

eyed and thought-provoking analysis of the challenges 

facing  organized  religion  today.  Pasquale  De  Marco 

also offers a number of insights into the possible future 

of religion.

Whether you are a believer or not, The End of Religion: 

The Coming Collapse of Organized Faith is a book that 

will  challenge your thinking about  religion.  Pasquale 

De Marco raises important questions about the role of 

religion in the modern world. Pasquale De Marco also 
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offers a number of thought-provoking ideas about the 

future of religion.

The End of Religion: The Coming Collapse of Organized 

Faith is a timely and important book. It is a must-read 

for anyone who is interested in the future of religion.
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Chapter  1:  The  Rise  and  Fall  of 

Organized Religion

The historical evolution of organized religion

The history of organized religion is long and complex, 

dating back to the earliest days of human civilization. 

The first organized religions were likely animistic, with 

people  believing  that  spirits  inhabited  the  natural 

world. Over time, these animistic beliefs evolved into 

more complex religions, with gods and goddesses who 

controlled different aspects of the world.

As  civilizations  grew  and  developed,  so  did  their 

religions.  In ancient Egypt,  for example,  the pharaoh 

was considered to be a god, and the people worshipped 

a  pantheon  of  other  gods  and  goddesses.  In  ancient 

Greece,  the  gods  and  goddesses  of  Mount  Olympus 

were worshipped by the people, and the city-states of 

Greece often competed to build the most lavish temples 

to their patron gods.
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In the East, religions such as Hinduism and Buddhism 

developed, offering people a path to enlightenment and 

salvation. These religions spread throughout Asia and 

beyond, and they continue to be practiced by millions 

of people today.

In  the  West,  the  rise  of  Christianity  had a  profound 

impact  on  the  development  of  organized  religion. 

Christianity spread throughout the Roman Empire and 

beyond,  and  it  eventually  became  the  dominant 

religion  in  Europe.  The  Christian  Church  played  a 

major role in the development of Western civilization, 

and it  continues to be a powerful force in the world 

today.

In  the  modern  world,  organized  religion  is  facing  a 

number  of  challenges.  The  rise  of  secularism,  the 

problem  of  evil  and  suffering,  and  the  problem  of 

religious  diversity  are  all  putting  pressure  on 

organized  religion.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether 

organized  religion  will  be  able  to  adapt  to  these 
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challenges  and  continue  to  play  a  major  role  in  the 

world.

Despite the challenges facing organized religion,  it  is 

important to remember that religion has been a part of 

human  history  for  thousands  of  years.  Religion  has 

shaped our cultures, our societies, and our worldviews. 

It is likely that religion will continue to play a role in 

the world for many years to come.
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Chapter  1:  The  Rise  and  Fall  of 

Organized Religion

The  psychological  and  sociological  factors 

contributing to religious belief

There  are  many  different  psychological  and 

sociological  factors  that  can  contribute  to  religious 

belief. Some of these factors include:

 The need for meaning and purpose. Religion 

can provide people with a sense of meaning and 

purpose in life. It can help them to understand 

their place in the world and to feel connected to 

something larger than themselves.

 The  need  for  security  and  comfort. Religion 

can provide people with a sense of security and 

comfort in the face of uncertainty and danger. It 

can give them hope for a better future and help 

them to cope with difficult times.
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 The need for community. Religion can provide 

people  with  a  sense  of  community  and 

belonging. It can connect them with others who 

share their beliefs and values and give them a 

sense of support and acceptance.

 The  need  for  transcendence. Religion  can 

provide  people  with  a  sense  of  transcendence 

over the limitations of the physical world. It can 

help  them  to  connect  with  the  divine  and  to 

experience a sense of awe and wonder.

These  are  just  some  of  the  many  psychological  and 

sociological  factors  that  can  contribute  to  religious 

belief. It is important to note that not all people who 

experience  these  needs  will  turn  to  religion  for 

fulfillment.  However,  for  many  people,  religion  can 

provide  a  powerful  and  meaningful  way  to  connect 

with the world around them and to find meaning and 

purpose in life.
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In addition to the psychological and sociological factors 

mentioned above, there are also a number of cultural 

and historical  factors that can contribute to religious 

belief. For example, people who are raised in religious 

families  are  more  likely  to  be  religious  themselves. 

Similarly, people who live in societies where religion is 

highly  valued  are  more  likely  to  be  religious  than 

people  who  live  in  societies  where  religion  is  less 

important.

It is important to note that there is no single factor that 

can explain why people believe in religion. Rather, it is 

a complex phenomenon that is influenced by a variety 

of factors, both psychological and sociological.
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Chapter  1:  The  Rise  and  Fall  of 

Organized Religion

The  decline  of  religious  adherence  in  the 

modern world

The  decline  of  religious  adherence  in  the  modern 

world  is  a  well-documented  phenomenon.  In  the 

United States,  for  example,  the  Pew Research Center 

found that the percentage of Americans who identify as 

religious has declined from 78% in 1972 to 65% in 2014. 

This trend is not unique to the United States. In Europe, 

for example, the percentage of people who identify as 

religious has declined from 70% in 1980 to 50% in 2016.

There are a number of factors that have contributed to 

the decline of religious adherence in the modern world. 

One factor is the rise of secularism. Secularism is the 

belief  that  the  world  can  be  understood  without 

reference  to  religion.  Secularism  has  become 

increasingly  prevalent  in  the  modern  world,  due  in 
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part to the rise of science and the decline of traditional 

authority.

Another factor that has contributed to the decline of 

religious adherence is  the increasing diversity  of  the 

modern  world.  In  the  past,  most  people  lived  in 

relatively  homogeneous  societies.  Today,  however, 

people  are  more  likely  to  live  in  diverse  societies, 

where  they  are  exposed  to  a  variety  of  different 

religions. This exposure to different religions can lead 

people to question their own religious beliefs.

The  decline  of  religious  adherence  in  the  modern 

world  has  a  number  of  consequences.  One 

consequence is the decline of religious authority. In the 

past,  religious leaders played a major role in society. 

Today, however, religious leaders have less authority. 

This decline in religious authority has led to a decline 

in the power of religion to shape public policy.

Another  consequence  of  the  decline  of  religious 

adherence  is  the  rise  of  individualism.  In  the  past, 
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people  were  more  likely  to  conform to  the  religious 

beliefs of their community. Today, however, people are 

more likely to make their own decisions about religion. 

This rise of individualism has led to a decline in the 

importance of religious institutions.

The  decline  of  religious  adherence  in  the  modern 

world  is  a  complex  phenomenon  with  a  number  of 

causes and consequences. It is a trend that is likely to 

continue in the years to come.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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