
The Snake Pit

Introduction

The Bush presidency was a dark chapter in American 

history.  It  was  a  time  of  war,  corruption,  and 

environmental  destruction.  The  Bush  administration 

lied to the American people about the reasons for the 

Iraq War, and it authorized the use of torture against 

prisoners.  It  also  presided  over  the  worst  financial 

crisis since the Great Depression.

The Bush presidency was not an aberration. It was the 

culmination of decades of  conservative rule that had 

eroded democracy and the rule of law. The Bush family 

has  a  long  history  of  corruption  and  influence 

peddling, and George W. Bush himself was a protégé of 

Karl Rove, a master of political manipulation.
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The Bush presidency was a wake-up call for Americans. 

It showed us that our democracy is fragile, and that it 

can be easily undermined by those who are willing to 

lie, cheat, and steal. We must never forget the lessons 

of the Bush presidency, and we must fight to prevent 

another such disaster from happening.

The Bush presidency was a time of great suffering for 

many  Americans.  The  wars  in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan 

killed  thousands  of  American  soldiers  and  Iraqi 

civilians. The financial crisis destroyed millions of jobs 

and homes. The Bush administration's attacks on civil 

liberties eroded our freedoms.

But  the  Bush  presidency  also  gave  rise  to  a  new 

movement for social justice. Millions of Americans took 

to the streets to protest the war, the financial crisis, and 

the Bush administration's attacks on civil liberties. This 

movement  helped  to  elect  Barack  Obama,  the  first 

African American president of the United States.
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Obama's election was a sign of hope for the future. It 

showed that Americans are still capable of fighting for 

what is right. But the fight is not over. The forces that 

brought us the Bush presidency are still at work today. 

We  must  remain  vigilant,  and  we  must  continue  to 

fight for the values that make America great.

We  must  never  forget  the  lessons  of  the  Bush 

presidency.  We  must  never  allow  those  who  would 

destroy our democracy to succeed. We must fight for 

justice, equality, and peace.
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Book Description

The Bush presidency was  a  time of  war,  corruption, 

and  environmental  destruction.  The  Bush 

administration lied to the American people about the 

reasons for the Iraq War, and it authorized the use of 

torture  against  prisoners.  It  also  presided  over  the 

worst financial crisis since the Great Depression.

The Snake Pit is a comprehensive account of the Bush 

presidency, from its roots in the Bush family's history 

of corruption to its disastrous legacy. The book draws 

on  a  wide  range  of  sources,  including  government 

documents, interviews with key figures, and the latest 

scholarship.

The Snake Pit is a must-read for anyone who wants to 

understand  the  Bush  presidency  and  its  impact  on 

America.  The  book  provides  a  clear-eyed  and 

unflinching account of one of the darkest chapters in 

American history.
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We  must  never  forget  the  lessons  of  the  Bush 

presidency.  We  must  never  allow  those  who  would 

destroy our democracy to succeed. We must fight for 

justice, equality, and peace.
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Chapter 1: Roots of Corruption

The Bush family's history of corruption and 

influence peddling

The Bush family has a long history of corruption and 

influence peddling.  Prescott  Bush,  the grandfather  of 

George W. Bush, was a Nazi sympathizer who profited 

from his business dealings with the Third Reich. George 

H.W. Bush, the father of George W. Bush, was involved 

in the Iran-Contra scandal,  in which he sold arms to 

Iran in exchange for the release of American hostages. 

George W.  Bush himself  has been accused of  insider 

trading and profiting from the Iraq War.

The Bush family's corruption is not an isolated case. It 

is  a  reflection  of  the  systemic  corruption  that  has 

infected American politics. The revolving door between 

government and industry has allowed corporations to 

capture regulatory agencies and write laws that benefit 

their own interests.  The rise of Super PACs and dark 
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money  has  made  it  possible  for  wealthy  individuals 

and corporations to buy elections and influence policy.

The corruption of the Bush family is a reminder that 

we must be vigilant in our defense of democracy. We 

must  demand  transparency  and  accountability  from 

our  elected  officials.  We  must  support  campaign 

finance  reform  and  other  measures  to  reduce  the 

influence  of  money  in  politics.  And  we  must  never 

forget the lessons of the Bush presidency.

The  Bush  family's  corruption  has  had  a  devastating 

impact on the United States. The Iraq War, which was 

based  on  lies  and  deception,  has  cost  the  lives  of 

thousands of American soldiers and Iraqi civilians. The 

financial crisis, which was caused by deregulation and 

greed, has led to the loss of millions of jobs and homes. 

The Bush family's legacy is one of war, corruption, and 

economic hardship.

We  must  never  forget  the  lessons  of  the  Bush 

presidency.  We  must  be  vigilant  in  our  defense  of 
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democracy.  We  must  demand  transparency  and 

accountability  from  our  elected  officials.  We  must 

support campaign finance reform and other measures 

to reduce the influence of money in politics.  And we 

must never allow another Bush presidency to happen.
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Chapter 1: Roots of Corruption

Prescott Bush's Nazi connections

Prescott Bush, the grandfather of George W. Bush, was 

a prominent businessman and politician. He served as 

a  US  Senator  from  Connecticut  from  1952  to  1963. 

However,  Bush's  legacy  has  been  tarnished  by  his 

connections to the Nazi regime.

In the 1930s, Bush was a director of the Union Banking 

Corporation (UBC), a New York bank that had close ties 

to the Nazi regime. UBC was one of several banks that 

helped to finance the Nazi war machine. Bush was also 

a member of the American-German Business League, 

an  organization  that  promoted  trade  between  the 

United States and Nazi Germany.

After  the  war,  Bush's  Nazi  connections  came  under 

scrutiny. In 1944, the US government investigated UBC 

for its role in financing the Nazi regime. Bush was one 

of  several  UBC  directors  who  were  subpoenaed  to 
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testify  before  a  Senate  committee.  Bush  denied  any 

knowledge of UBC's Nazi connections, but the evidence 

against him was damning.

In 1947,  the Senate committee released a report that 

concluded that UBC had been "an important source of 

financial support for the Nazi regime." The report also 

found that Bush had been "aware of the bank's Nazi 

connections."

Bush's  Nazi  connections  have  been  a  source  of 

embarrassment  for  his  family.  In  2004,  George  W. 

Bush's presidential  campaign was forced to release a 

statement acknowledging Prescott Bush's involvement 

with UBC. The statement said that Bush "regretted" his 

grandfather's connections to the Nazi regime.

Prescott Bush's Nazi connections are a reminder of the 

dark  side  of  American  history.  They  are  also  a 

reminder  of  the  importance  of  holding  our  leaders 

accountable for their actions.
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Chapter 1: Roots of Corruption

George H.W. Bush's involvement in the Iran-

Contra scandal

George H.W. Bush was Reagan's vice president at the 

time  of  the  Iran-Contra  scandal,  which  involved  the 

illegal sale of arms to Iran and the diversion of funds to 

the  Contras,  a  rebel  group  fighting  against  the 

Sandinista government in Nicaragua.

Bush's involvement in the scandal is still  a matter of 

debate.  Some believe that  he was fully  aware of  the 

arms  sales  and  the  diversion  of  funds,  while  others 

believe that  he was kept  in the dark by Reagan and 

other top administration officials.

There  is  evidence  to  support  both  sides  of  this 

argument. On the one hand, Bush was involved in some 

of  the  key  meetings  where  the  arms  sales  were 

discussed.  He  also  signed a  document  approving  the 

sale  of  arms to  Iran.  On the other hand,  there is  no 
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evidence that Bush knew about the diversion of funds 

to the Contras.

Bush has always denied that he had any knowledge of 

the diversion of funds. He has also said that he believed 

that the arms sales to Iran were legal.

The Iran-Contra scandal was a major political scandal 

that  shook  the  Reagan  administration.  It  led  to  the 

resignation of several top administration officials and 

the  indictment  of  several  others.  Bush  was  never 

charged with any crime in connection with the scandal.

However, the scandal damaged Bush's reputation and 

it is often cited as one of the reasons why he lost the 

1992 presidential election to Bill Clinton.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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