
Women, Poverty, and Globalization

Introduction

Poverty is a global issue that affects millions of people 

around the world, and women are disproportionately 

represented among the poor. This book examines the 

complex  relationship  between  women,  poverty,  and 

globalization,  and  calls  for  action  to  address  this 

pressing issue.

The feminization of poverty is a growing trend, with 

women making up the  majority  of  the  world's  poor. 

This  is  due to a number of  factors,  including gender 

discrimination,  unequal  access  to  education  and 

employment  opportunities,  and  the  disproportionate 

burden of unpaid care work that women bear.

Globalization  has  also  had  a  significant  impact  on 

women's poverty. While globalization has lifted many 
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people  out  of  poverty,  it  has  also  led  to  increased 

inequality,  with  women  often  being  the  first  to  lose 

their jobs or see their wages decline.

The  impact  of  poverty  on  women  is  devastating. 

Women  who  live  in  poverty  are  more  likely  to 

experience  violence,  abuse,  and discrimination.  They 

are also more likely to suffer from poor health, lack of 

education,  and  limited  opportunities  for  economic 

advancement.

The poverty of women is not only a moral issue, but 

also an economic one. When women are poor, they are 

less  able  to  contribute  to  their  families  and 

communities, which can lead to a cycle of poverty that 

is difficult to break.

This  book  brings  together  the  latest  research  on 

women,  poverty,  and  globalization  to  provide  a 

comprehensive understanding of this complex issue. It 

also offers a call to action for governments, businesses, 

and  individuals  to  take  steps  to  address  the 
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feminization  of  poverty  and  create  a  more  just  and 

equitable world for all.
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Book Description

Women  and  poverty  are  inextricably  linked.  Despite 

progress  in  recent  decades,  women  continue  to  be 

disproportionately  affected  by  poverty  around  the 

world.  This  book  examines  the  complex  relationship 

between women, poverty, and globalization, and calls 

for action to address this pressing issue.

The  book  begins  by  defining  the  feminization  of 

poverty and exploring its causes and consequences. It 

then examines the impact of globalization on women's 

poverty,  both  positive  and  negative.  The  book  also 

explores  the  relationship  between  women,  poverty, 

and health, education, violence, social protection, and 

the environment.

One of the key arguments of the book is that poverty is 

not  simply  a  lack  of  money.  It  is  also  a  lack  of 

opportunity,  power,  and  voice.  Women  who  live  in 

poverty  are  often  excluded  from  decision-making 

4



processes and denied access to resources and services 

that could help them improve their lives.

The book concludes with a call for action to address the 

feminization  of  poverty.  This  includes  investing  in 

women's  education  and  empowerment,  promoting 

gender equality in the workplace, and providing social 

protection for women and their families.  It  also calls 

for a more just and equitable global economic system 

that benefits all people, regardless of gender.

This book is essential reading for anyone who wants to 

understand the complex relationship between women, 

poverty, and globalization. It is also a call to action for 

governments, businesses, and individuals to take steps 

to create a more just and equitable world for all.
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Chapter 1: The Feminization of Poverty

Defining the Feminization of Poverty

The feminization of poverty is a term used to describe 

the disproportionate impact of poverty on women and 

girls.  It  is  a  global  phenomenon  that  exists  in  both 

developed and developing countries.

There are a number of factors that contribute to the 

feminization of poverty, including:

 Gender discrimination: Women and girls often 

face  discrimination  in  access  to  education, 

employment, and other resources. This can make 

it difficult for them to escape poverty.

 Unpaid care work: Women and girls often bear 

the majority of the responsibility for unpaid care 

work,  such  as  childcare,  eldercare,  and 

housework.  This  can  take  up  a  significant 

amount of time and energy, leaving women with 

less time to earn an income.
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 Violence against women: Women and girls are 

more likely to experience violence, both physical 

and sexual. This can lead to physical and mental 

health problems, as well as economic insecurity.

 Lack  of  access  to  social  protection: Women 

and girls are often less likely to have access to 

social  protection  programs,  such  as 

unemployment benefits or childcare assistance. 

This can make it difficult for them to cope with 

economic shocks.

The feminization of poverty has a number of negative 

consequences for women and girls, including:

 Increased risk of poverty: Women and girls are 

more likely to live in poverty than men and boys.

 Poor  health: Women  and  girls  who  live  in 

poverty  are  more  likely  to  experience  poor 

health, both physical and mental.

 Limited  opportunities: Women and girls  who 

live in poverty often have limited opportunities 
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for  education,  employment,  and  social 

advancement.

 Increased  risk  of  violence: Women  and  girls 

who live in poverty are more likely to experience 

violence, both physical and sexual.

The feminization of poverty is a serious problem that 

has a devastating impact on the lives of  women and 

girls  around the world.  It  is  a  problem that  requires 

urgent  attention  from  governments,  businesses,  and 

individuals.
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Chapter 1: The Feminization of Poverty

Causes of the Feminization of Poverty

The feminization of poverty is a growing trend, with 

women making up the  majority  of  the  world's  poor. 

This is due to a number of factors, including:

 Gender  discrimination: Women  are  often 

discriminated against in the workplace, earning 

less than men for the same work and being less 

likely to be promoted to positions of leadership. 

This gender pay gap is a major contributor to the 

feminization of poverty.

 Unequal access to education and employment 

opportunities: Women are often denied access 

to  education  and  employment  opportunities, 

especially in developing countries. This is due to 

a  number  of  factors,  including  cultural  norms 

that  discourage  girls  from  pursuing  education 

and careers, and lack of affordable childcare.
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 The disproportionate burden of  unpaid care 

work: Women bear the majority of the burden of 

unpaid care work, such as childcare, eldercare, 

and  housework.  This  unpaid  work  takes  up  a 

significant amount of  time and energy,  leaving 

women  with  less  time  to  pursue  education, 

employment, and other opportunities.

 Violence  against  women: Women  are  more 

likely to experience violence than men, both in 

the home and in public. This violence can have a 

devastating  impact  on  women's  physical  and 

mental  health,  and  can  also  lead  to  economic 

hardship.

These are just some of the factors that contribute to the 

feminization of poverty. It is a complex issue with no 

easy solutions. However, by understanding the causes 

of  the  feminization  of  poverty,  we  can take  steps  to 

address it and create a more just and equitable world 

for all.
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Chapter 1: The Feminization of Poverty

Consequences of the Feminization of Poverty

The  feminization  of  poverty  has  a  number  of 

devastating  consequences  for  women  and  their 

families.

1. Increased Vulnerability to Violence: Women who 

live in poverty are more likely to experience violence, 

both physical and sexual. This is due to a number of 

factors, including their lack of economic power, their 

social isolation, and the patriarchal attitudes that are 

prevalent in many societies.

2. Poor Health: Women who live in poverty are more 

likely  to  suffer  from  poor  health.  This  is  due  to  a 

number  of  factors,  including  their  lack  of  access  to 

adequate  nutrition,  healthcare,  and  sanitation.  They 

are also more likely to experience stress and anxiety, 

which can lead to a number of health problems.
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3. Lack of Education: Women who live in poverty are 

more likely to lack education. This is due to a number 

of factors, including their lack of access to schools, the 

cost of education, and the cultural barriers that prevent 

girls from attending school.

4. Limited Economic Opportunities: Women who live 

in poverty have limited economic opportunities. This is 

due  to  a  number  of  factors,  including  their  lack  of 

education,  their  lack  of  access  to  capital,  and  the 

discrimination they face in the workplace.

5.  Social  Isolation: Women who live  in  poverty  are 

more likely to experience social isolation. This is due to 

a number of factors, including their lack of resources, 

their  lack  of  education,  and  the  stigma that  is  often 

associated with poverty.

6.  Intergenerational  Poverty: The  feminization  of 

poverty can lead to intergenerational poverty, with the 

children  of  women  who  live  in  poverty  being  more 

likely to experience poverty themselves. This is due to a 
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number of factors, including the lack of resources and 

opportunities that women who live in poverty have to 

provide for their children, and the negative impacts of 

poverty on children's development.

The feminization of poverty is a serious problem that 

has a devastating impact on women and their families. 

It is essential to address the root causes of this problem 

in order to create a more just and equitable world for 

all.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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