
Genuine Manhattan

Introduction

Pasquale De Marco, a seasoned explorer of New York 

City's  hidden  gems,  takes  you  on  an  unforgettable 

journey  through  the  heart  of  Manhattan  in  Genuine 

Manhattan. This captivating guidebook delves into the 

vibrant  neighborhoods  that  make  up  Lower 

Manhattan,  revealing  their  unique  histories,  cultural 

influences, and architectural marvels.

From the  towering  skyscrapers  of  Wall  Street  to  the 

bohemian  streets  of  Greenwich  Village,  from  the 

bustling  markets  of  Chinatown  to  the  serene  green 

spaces  of  Central  Park,  each  chapter  of  Genuine 

Manhattan offers an in-depth exploration of a distinct 

neighborhood.  With  insider  tips  and  captivating 

narratives,  Pasquale  De  Marco  brings  these  vibrant 

1



communities to life, inviting you to experience the true 

essence of Manhattan.

Whether  you're  a  lifelong  resident  or  a  first-time 

visitor,  Genuine  Manhattan  promises  an  immersive 

and enriching journey through one of the world's most 

iconic cities. Discover the hidden stories behind iconic 

landmarks,  uncover  the  secrets  of  bustling  markets, 

and immerse yourself in the vibrant arts and culture 

that define Manhattan's unique spirit.

With  Genuine  Manhattan,  you'll  embark  on  a 

captivating  exploration  of  Manhattan's  vibrant 

neighborhoods,  gaining  a  deeper  understanding  of 

their rich history, cultural diversity, and architectural 

wonders. Immerse yourself in the heart of New York 

City  with  Pasquale  De  Marco  as  your  guide,  and 

discover the hidden treasures that make this city truly 

unforgettable.
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Book Description

Embark on an extraordinary journey through the heart 

of Manhattan with Genuine Manhattan, a captivating 

guidebook that takes you beyond the iconic landmarks 

to discover the vibrant neighborhoods that make this 

city truly unforgettable.

From  the  bustling  streets  of  Wall  Street  to  the 

bohemian  enclave  of  Greenwich  Village,  from  the 

vibrant  markets  of  Chinatown  to  the  serene  green 

spaces of  Central  Park,  Genuine Manhattan offers an 

insider's  perspective  on  Manhattan's  diverse 

communities.  With captivating narratives and insider 

tips,  author  Pasquale  De  Marco  reveals  the  hidden 

stories behind iconic landmarks, uncovers the secrets 

of bustling markets, and immerses you in the vibrant 

arts  and  culture  that  define  each  neighborhood's 

unique spirit.
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Through  Genuine  Manhattan,  you'll  gain  a  deeper 

understanding  of  Manhattan's  rich  history,  cultural 

diversity,  and  architectural  wonders.  Each  chapter 

delves into a distinct  neighborhood,  providing an in-

depth  exploration  of  its  past,  present,  and  future. 

Experience  the  grandeur  of  Wall  Street's  financial 

district,  stroll  through  the  charming  streets  of  SoHo, 

discover the bohemian heart of Greenwich Village, and 

immerse yourself in the vibrant culture of Chinatown.

Genuine  Manhattan  is  not  just  a  guidebook;  it's  an 

invitation to explore the heart and soul of Manhattan. 

Whether  you're  a  lifelong  resident  or  a  first-time 

visitor,  Pasquale  De  Marco's  expert  insights  and 

engaging storytelling will  captivate you.  Discover the 

hidden  gems,  uncover  the  untold  stories,  and 

experience the true essence of one of the world's most 

iconic cities.
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Chapter 1: Unveiling Manhattan's Heart

Manhattan's Genesis: The Birth of an Island

The island of Manhattan, a vibrant metropolis teeming 

with  life  and  energy,  has  a  captivating  history  that 

dates back millions of  years.  Its  geological  formation 

and  the  arrival  of  its  earliest  inhabitants  laid  the 

foundation for the bustling city it is today.

Manhattan's  origins  can  be  traced  back  to  the 

Precambrian era, approximately 450 million years ago, 

when  the  region  was  part  of  a  massive  continent 

known  as  Laurentia.  Over  time,  tectonic  plate 

movements and volcanic activity shaped the landscape, 

creating  the  bedrock  upon  which  Manhattan  would 

eventually rise.

Around 20,000 years ago, during the last glacial period, 

much of Manhattan was covered by a thick ice sheet. 

As the glaciers retreated, they carved out the Hudson 
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River  Valley  and  deposited  massive  boulders  and 

sediment, forming the island's topography.

The earliest known inhabitants of Manhattan were the 

Lenape Native Americans, who arrived around 10,000 

years  ago.  They  established  settlements  along  the 

island's  shores,  subsisting  on  fishing,  hunting,  and 

gathering. The Lenape called Manhattan "Mannahatta," 

meaning "land of many hills."

In the 16th century, European explorers arrived in the 

region.  In  1524,  Italian  explorer  Giovanni  da 

Verrazzano  became  the  first  European  to  document 

Manhattan,  describing it  as  a  densely forested island 

with numerous Native American settlements.

In 1609,  Henry Hudson, an English explorer working 

for  the  Dutch  East  India  Company,  sailed  up  the 

Hudson River and encountered Manhattan. The Dutch 

established a trading post on the island in 1624, naming 

it  New Amsterdam. This settlement would eventually 

serve as the foundation for the city of New York.
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Chapter 1: Unveiling Manhattan's Heart

The Dutch Legacy: New Amsterdam's Roots

Before  the  bustling  metropolis  of  New  York  City 

emerged,  a  small  Dutch  settlement  known  as  New 

Amsterdam  laid  the  foundation  for  what  would 

become one of the world's most iconic cities. In 1624, a 

group of  Dutch traders established a trading post  on 

the  southern  tip  of  Manhattan  Island,  marking  the 

humble beginnings of New Amsterdam.

Over  the  next  few  decades,  New  Amsterdam  grew 

rapidly as a hub for trade and commerce. The Dutch 

settlers  brought  with  them their  distinct  culture  and 

architecture, which can still be seen in the city today. 

The  narrow  streets  and  gabled  houses  of  the  Stone 

Street  Historic  District,  located  in  the  heart  of  the 

Financial District, offer a glimpse into the architectural 

heritage of New Amsterdam.
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The Dutch also played a significant role in shaping the 

city's  infrastructure.  They  built  canals  to  transport 

goods  and  constructed  a  defensive  wall  along  the 

northern  edge  of  the  settlement.  Remnants  of  the 

original  Dutch  wall  can  still  be  found  in  the 

foundations of buildings in the Wall Street area.

The  Dutch  legacy  extends  beyond  architecture  and 

infrastructure.  The city's  street  grid  system,  which is 

still largely intact today, was originally designed by the 

Dutch.  Many  of  the  city's  neighborhoods,  such  as 

Harlem, Brooklyn, and Staten Island, retain their Dutch 

names.

In 1664,  the English took control  of  New Amsterdam 

and  renamed  it  New  York  City.  However,  the  Dutch 

influence remained strong,  and many Dutch customs 

and  traditions  were  adopted  by  the  English  settlers. 

Today,  the  Dutch  heritage  of  New  Amsterdam  is 

celebrated  in  various  ways  throughout  the  city, 
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including  cultural  events,  historical  landmarks,  and 

street names.

9



Chapter 1: Unveiling Manhattan's Heart

British  Rule:  Transformation  Under  the 

Crown

In 1664, the British seized control of New Amsterdam 

from the Dutch and renamed it New York. This marked 

a  significant  turning  point  in  the  city's  history,  as 

British  rule  brought  about  profound  changes  that 

would shape its future.

Under British rule, New York City underwent a period 

of  rapid  growth  and  expansion.  The  city  became  a 

major  center  of  trade  and  commerce,  attracting 

merchants and immigrants from around the world. The 

British  also  established a  system of  government  that 

laid  the  foundation  for  the  city's  modern  political 

structure.

One of the most visible legacies of British rule is the 

city's  street  grid  system.  The  British  imposed  a  grid 

pattern on the city's  streets,  which made it  easier  to 
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navigate and develop. This grid system is still in place 

today, and it has served as a model for cities around 

the world.

The British also played a major role in the development 

of  New  York  City's  cultural  scene.  They  established 

theaters, libraries, and museums, and they encouraged 

the  growth  of  the  arts.  This  cultural  legacy  is  still 

evident today, as New York City is one of the world's 

leading centers of art and culture.

British rule also had a profound impact on the city's 

demographics. The British brought a large number of 

English and Scottish settlers to New York, and they also 

encouraged immigration from other parts  of  Europe. 

This  influx  of  new  immigrants  helped  to  create  a 

diverse and cosmopolitan city.

The  period  of  British  rule  came  to  an  end  with  the 

American  Revolution.  In  1776,  the  Continental  Army 

defeated the British at the Battle of Saratoga, and the 

British were forced to evacuate New York City. The city 
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then  became  the  capital  of  the  newly  independent 

United States.

Despite the end of British rule, the legacy of the British 

can  still  be  seen  in  New  York  City  today.  The  city's 

street  grid  system,  its  cultural  institutions,  and  its 

diverse population are all testaments to the profound 

impact that British rule had on the city's development.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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