
Understanding Teenage Drinking

Introduction

Teenage  drinking  is  a  serious  problem  that  affects 

millions  of  young  people  in  the  United  States. 

According  to  the  National  Survey  on  Drug  Use  and 

Health,  in  2019,  25.8%  of  adolescents  aged  12  to  17 

reported drinking alcohol in the past 30 days. Of those 

who drank, 14.4% reported binge drinking (defined as 

consuming 5 or more drinks on a single occasion for 

males and 4 or more drinks on a single occasion for 

females).

Teenage  drinking  can  have  a  number  of  negative 

consequences, including:

 Increased risk of accidents, injuries, and death

 Academic problems

 Social problems
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 Mental health problems

 Increased risk of developing alcohol use disorder

Parents  play  a  critical  role  in  preventing  teenage 

drinking. By talking to your teenager about the risks of 

drinking,  setting  clear  rules  and  consequences,  and 

monitoring  their  behavior,  you  can  help  them make 

healthy choices.

If  you are  concerned that  your teenager  is  drinking, 

there are a number of resources available to help you. 

You  can  talk  to  your  doctor,  a  mental  health 

professional, or a school counselor. You can also find 

information  and  support  online  from  organizations 

such as  the  National  Institute  on  Alcohol  Abuse  and 

Alcoholism  (NIAAA)  and  the  National  Council  on 

Alcoholism and Drug Dependence (NCADD).

Teenage drinking is a preventable problem. By working 

together,  parents,  schools,  and communities can help 

young  people  make  healthy  choices  and  avoid  the 

negative consequences of alcohol use.
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If you are looking for a comprehensive guide to help 

you understand teenage drinking and how to talk to 

your teenager about it, this book is for you. This book 

covers a wide range of topics, including:

 The risks of teenage drinking

 Warning signs of teenage drinking

 How to talk to your teenager about drinking

 Setting boundaries and consequences

 Monitoring your teenager's behavior

 Getting help for your teenager

 The role of parents, schools, and communities in 

prevention

 Hope and recovery

This book is  based on the latest  research on teenage 

drinking and is written in a clear and concise style. It is 

a  must-read  for  any  parent  who is  concerned  about 

their teenager's drinking.
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Book Description

Teenage  drinking  is  a  serious  problem  that  affects 

millions  of  young  people  in  the  United  States. 

According  to  the  National  Survey  on  Drug  Use  and 

Health,  in  2019,  25.8%  of  adolescents  aged  12  to  17 

reported drinking alcohol in the past 30 days. Of those 

who drank, 14.4% reported binge drinking (defined as 

consuming 5 or more drinks on a single occasion for 

males and 4 or more drinks on a single occasion for 

females).

Teenage  drinking  can  have  a  number  of  negative 

consequences, including:

 Increased risk of accidents, injuries, and death

 Academic problems

 Social problems

 Mental health problems

 Increased risk of developing alcohol use disorder
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Parents  play  a  critical  role  in  preventing  teenage 

drinking. By talking to your teenager about the risks of 

drinking,  setting  clear  rules  and  consequences,  and 

monitoring  their  behavior,  you  can  help  them make 

healthy choices.

If  you are  concerned that  your teenager  is  drinking, 

there are a number of resources available to help you. 

You  can  talk  to  your  doctor,  a  mental  health 

professional, or a school counselor. You can also find 

information  and  support  online  from  organizations 

such as  the  National  Institute  on  Alcohol  Abuse  and 

Alcoholism  (NIAAA)  and  the  National  Council  on 

Alcoholism and Drug Dependence (NCADD).

Teenage drinking is a preventable problem. By working 

together,  parents,  schools,  and communities can help 

young  people  make  healthy  choices  and  avoid  the 

negative consequences of alcohol use.

This  book  is  a  comprehensive  guide  to  help  you 

understand  teenage  drinking  and  how  to  talk  to 
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your  teenager  about  it.  This  book  covers  a  wide 

range of topics, including:

 The risks of teenage drinking

 Warning signs of teenage drinking

 How to talk to your teenager about drinking

 Setting boundaries and consequences

 Monitoring your teenager's behavior

 Getting help for your teenager

 The role of parents, schools, and communities in 

prevention

 Hope and recovery

This book is  based on the latest  research on teenage 

drinking and is written in a clear and concise style. It is 

a  must-read  for  any  parent  who is  concerned  about 

their teenager's drinking.
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Chapter  1:  Understanding  Teenage 

Drinking

1. What is Teenage Drinking

Teenage drinking refers to the consumption of alcohol 

by  individuals  under  the  legal  drinking  age.  It  is  a 

widespread  problem  that  affects  millions  of  young 

people  in  the  United  States  and  around  the  world. 

According  to  the  National  Survey  on  Drug  Use  and 

Health,  in  2019,  25.8%  of  adolescents  aged  12  to  17 

reported drinking alcohol in the past 30 days. Of those 

who drank, 14.4% reported binge drinking (defined as 

consuming 5 or more drinks on a single occasion for 

males and 4 or more drinks on a single occasion for 

females).

Teenage drinking can be defined as any consumption 

of  alcohol  by a  person under the legal  drinking age. 

This  includes  drinking  beer,  wine,  or  liquor.  It  also 
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includes drinking alcohol mixed with other beverages, 

such as soda or juice.

There are many reasons why teenagers drink alcohol. 

Some teenagers drink to rebel against their parents or 

other authority figures. Others drink to fit in with their 

friends. Still others drink to cope with stress or anxiety.

Whatever  the  reason,  teenage  drinking  is  a  serious 

problem.  It  can  lead  to  a  number  of  negative 

consequences, including:

 Increased risk of accidents, injuries, and death

 Academic problems

 Social problems

 Mental health problems

 Increased risk of developing alcohol use disorder

If  you are  concerned that  your teenager  is  drinking, 

there are a number of things you can do. You can talk 

to your teenager about the risks of drinking. You can 

also set clear rules and consequences for drinking. If 
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your teenager continues to drink, you may need to seek 

professional help.

9



Chapter  1:  Understanding  Teenage 

Drinking

2. The Scope of the Problem

Teenage drinking is  a  serious problem in the United 

States. According to the National Survey on Drug Use 

and Health, in 2019, 25.8% of adolescents aged 12 to 17 

reported drinking alcohol in the past 30 days. Of those 

who drank, 14.4% reported binge drinking (defined as 

consuming 5 or more drinks on a single occasion for 

males and 4 or more drinks on a single occasion for 

females).

These  numbers  are  concerning  because  teenage 

drinking can have a number of negative consequences, 

including:

 Increased risk of accidents, injuries, and death

 Academic problems

 Social problems
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 Mental health problems

 Increased risk of developing alcohol use disorder

In addition to the risks to individual teenagers, teenage 

drinking  also  has  a  negative  impact  on  society  as  a 

whole. Alcohol-related car crashes are a leading cause 

of death among teenagers, and underage drinking is a 

major contributor to crime and violence.

The  scope  of  the  teenage  drinking  problem  is 

significant, and it is a problem that affects all of us. It is 

important to be aware of the risks of teenage drinking 

and to take steps to prevent it.

Parents  play  a  critical  role  in  preventing  teenage 

drinking. By talking to your teenager about the risks of 

drinking,  setting  clear  rules  and  consequences,  and 

monitoring  their  behavior,  you  can  help  them make 

healthy choices.

Schools  and  communities  can  also  play  a  role  in 

preventing  teenage  drinking.  Schools  can  provide 
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education  about  the  risks  of  alcohol  use  and  offer 

support  to  students  who  are  struggling  with  alcohol 

use.  Communities  can  provide  safe  and  alcohol-free 

activities  for  teenagers  and  can  work  to  reduce  the 

availability of alcohol to minors.

By  working  together,  parents,  schools,  and 

communities can help to reduce the problem of teenage 

drinking and create a healthier future for our young 

people.
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Chapter  1:  Understanding  Teenage 

Drinking

3. Why Do Teenagers Drink

Teenagers drink alcohol for a variety of reasons. Some 

of the most common reasons include:

 To fit in. Many teenagers drink alcohol because 

they want  to  fit  in with their  peers.  Alcohol  is 

often  seen  as  a  symbol  of  adulthood  and 

sophistication, and teenagers may drink to feel 

more grown up and accepted.

 To rebel. Teenagers  may also drink alcohol  to 

rebel  against  their  parents  or  other  authority 

figures.  Drinking  alcohol  can  be  a  way  for 

teenagers to assert their independence and show 

that they are not children anymore.

 To have fun. Alcohol  can be a  lot  of  fun,  and 

teenagers  may  drink  to  experience  the 
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pleasurable effects of alcohol, such as relaxation, 

euphoria, and sociability.

 To cope with stress. Teenagers may also drink 

alcohol to cope with stress. Alcohol can be a way 

to escape from problems and to feel better about 

themselves.

 To  self-medicate. Teenagers  may  also  drink 

alcohol  to  self-medicate  for  mental  health 

problems, such as anxiety or depression. Alcohol 

can  be  a  way  to  numb  the  pain  of  these 

conditions and to feel better about themselves.

It is important to note that not all teenagers who drink 

alcohol  do  so  for  the  same  reasons.  Some  teenagers 

may only drink occasionally,  while others may drink 

more frequently.  Some teenagers may drink to fit in, 

while  others  may  drink  to  cope  with  stress.  It  is 

important  to  understand  the  reasons  why  your 

teenager is drinking alcohol so that you can help them 

make healthy choices.
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If  you are concerned about your teenager's drinking, 

there are a number of things you can do to help them. 

You  can  talk  to  them  about  the  risks  of  drinking 

alcohol, set clear rules and consequences, and monitor 

their  behavior.  You  can  also  get  help  from  a 

professional, such as a therapist or counselor.

Teenage drinking is a serious problem, but it is one that 

can  be  prevented.  By  working  together,  parents, 

schools,  and  communities  can  help  teenagers  make 

healthy choices and avoid the negative consequences of 

alcohol use.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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