
The Big Circus

Introduction

Louisiana,  a  state  often  shrouded  in  mystique  and 

intrigue,  has  long  captivated  the  imaginations  of 

outsiders.  From  its  unique  blend  of  cultures  and 

traditions to its vibrant political scene, the Bayou State 

never fails to leave a lasting impression. In this book, 

we embark on a journey to unravel the complexities of 

Louisiana politics, exploring the factors that shape its 

distinctive character and examining the challenges and 

opportunities that lie ahead.

Louisiana's political landscape is a tapestry woven with 

colorful threads of history, culture, and personalities. 

From  the  days  of  French  and  Spanish  rule  to  the 

tumultuous era of Reconstruction, the state's past has 

left  an  indelible  mark  on  its  present.  Its  diverse 

population,  a  melting  pot  of  ethnicities  and 
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backgrounds,  further contributes  to  the richness  and 

complexity of its political dynamics.

At  the  heart  of  Louisiana's  political  system  lies  the 

office of the governor, a position that has seen its fair 

share  of  larger-than-life  characters  and controversial 

figures.  The  gubernatorial  elections,  often  fiercely 

contested and unpredictable, serve as a microcosm of 

the  state's  political  climate,  where  charisma,  money, 

and connections intertwine to determine the outcome.

The  state  legislature,  composed  of  the  House  of 

Representatives and the Senate, is another key player 

in Louisiana's political arena. Here, bills are debated, 

laws  are  crafted,  and  the  fate  of  various  policies  is 

decided.  The  interplay  between  legislators,  lobbyists, 

and  special  interests  adds  a  layer  of  intrigue  to  the 

legislative  process,  often  resulting  in  surprising 

outcomes and unexpected alliances.

The judicial system, with its intricate web of courts and 

judges, also plays a pivotal role in shaping Louisiana's 
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political  landscape.  Landmark  court  cases, 

controversial  rulings,  and high-profile trials  have the 

power to alter the course of history and leave a lasting 

impact on society. The relationship between the courts 

and  the  other  branches  of  government  is  a  delicate 

balance that is constantly being tested and redefined.
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Book Description

Pasquale  De  Marco's  The  Big  Circus  is  an  in-depth 

exploration  of  the  fascinating  and  often  bewildering 

world  of  Louisiana  politics.  With  its  colorful  cast  of 

characters,  captivating  scandals,  and  complex  issues, 

Louisiana  provides  a  unique  lens  through  which  to 

examine the inner workings of American democracy.

From the vibrant streets of New Orleans to the quiet 

bayous  of  Cajun  Country,  Louisiana's  political 

landscape  is  a  microcosm  of  the  nation's  own.  The 

state's history, culture, and diverse population have all 

contributed to a political  climate that  is  both unique 

and captivating.

In  this  book,  Pasquale  De  Marco  takes  readers  on  a 

journey  through  the  labyrinthine  corridors  of 

Louisiana's  political  system.  From  the  governor's 

mansion to the state legislature, from the courtroom to 

the  campaign  trail,  Pasquale  De  Marco  provides  an 
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insider's  view of  the machinations of  power and the 

challenges  of  governing  in  a  state  where  nothing  is 

ever quite as it seems.

Pasquale De Marco also delves into the controversies 

and scandals that have plagued Louisiana politics over 

the  years,  from  the  notorious  Huey  Long  era  to  the 

more  recent  cash-for-votes  scandal.  These  episodes 

offer a cautionary tale about the dangers of corruption 

and the importance of accountability in government.

But The Big Circus is not just a litany of problems. It is 

also a celebration of the resilience and determination 

of the people of Louisiana. Despite the challenges they 

face, Louisianans have a deep love for their state and a 

fierce pride in their culture. This spirit is reflected in 

the state's vibrant political discourse, where even the 

most heated debates are often conducted with a sense 

of humor and camaraderie.

The Big Circus is a must-read for anyone interested in 

American politics, history, or culture. It is a book that 
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will entertain, inform, and challenge readers to think 

critically about the role of government in our society.
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Chapter  1:  Navigating  the  Political 

Maze

Louisiana's Unique Political Landscape

Louisiana's  political  landscape  is  a  vibrant  tapestry 

woven  with  diverse  cultural  threads,  historical 

influences, and a cast of colorful characters. It is a state 

where  larger-than-life  politicians,  passionate  debates, 

and unexpected outcomes are the norm. To understand 

the intricacies of Louisiana politics, one must delve into 

its  unique  tapestry  of  factors  that  shape  its  political 

culture and dynamics.

Louisiana's  history  has  left  an  indelible  mark  on  its 

political  landscape.  From  its  French  and  Spanish 

colonial roots to the tumultuous Civil War era and the 

ongoing  struggle  for  civil  rights,  the  state's  past 

continues  to  influence  its  present.  These  historical 

events  have  shaped  the  state's  political  identity, 
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contributing to its strong sense of independence and its 

resilience in the face of adversity.

The state's diverse population is another key factor that 

contributes to its unique political landscape. Louisiana 

is  a  melting  pot  of  cultures,  with  influences  from 

French, Spanish, African, Native American, and other 

ethnicities.  This  diversity  is  reflected  in  the  state's 

political  representation,  with  a  wide  range  of 

perspectives and interests vying for attention.

The influence of religion in Louisiana politics cannot be 

overstated.  The state  has a  strong Christian heritage, 

with various denominations and beliefs coexisting and 

sometimes clashing. Religious values and beliefs often 

play a significant role in shaping public  opinion and 

influencing political decisions.

The role of  money and special  interests  in Louisiana 

politics is also noteworthy. The state has a history of 

close  ties  between  politicians  and  wealthy  donors, 

leading  to  accusations  of  corruption  and  undue 
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influence. Campaign finance laws have been a subject 

of  debate,  with  ongoing  efforts  to  increase 

transparency and accountability.

Finally, Louisiana's political landscape is shaped by its 

unique  geography.  The  state's  vast  and  diverse 

landscape, including coastal wetlands, rolling hills, and 

dense  forests,  presents  challenges  and  opportunities 

for  policymakers.  Issues  related  to  environmental 

protection,  natural  resource  management,  and 

infrastructure development are often at the forefront 

of political discussions.
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Chapter  1:  Navigating  the  Political 

Maze

The Influence of History and Culture

Louisiana's  political  landscape  is  a  kaleidoscope  of 

historical  events,  cultural  influences,  and  social 

dynamics.  To fully comprehend the intricacies of  the 

state's politics, one must delve into its rich tapestry of 

the past and examine how it has shaped the present.

Louisiana's  unique  geographical  location,  nestled 

between the Mississippi River and the Gulf of Mexico, 

has played a crucial role in its historical development. 

The  state's  early  history  is  marked  by  the  struggles 

between European colonial powers, with France, Spain, 

and Great Britain vying for control of the region. These 

colonial  encounters  left  an  enduring  legacy,  as 

evidenced  by  the  state's  diverse  cultural  heritage, 

which  blends  elements  of  French,  Spanish,  and 

American traditions.
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The  Civil  War  and  Reconstruction  era  profoundly 

impacted Louisiana's political trajectory. The state was 

a  major  battleground  during  the  war,  and  the 

aftermath  of  the  conflict  saw  the  implementation  of 

Reconstruction  policies  aimed  at  integrating  African 

Americans  into  society  and  politics.  However,  these 

efforts were met with resistance and backlash, leading 

to a period of racial tension and violence. The legacy of 

this era continues to resonate in Louisiana politics, as 

issues of race and equality remain at the forefront of 

many debates.

In the 20th century, Louisiana experienced significant 

economic  and  political  changes.  The  discovery  of  oil 

and gas reserves fueled a period of rapid growth and 

development.  This  economic  boom  attracted  new 

residents and businesses to the state, transforming its 

political  landscape.  Furthermore,  the  civil  rights 

movement of the 1950s and 1960s brought about major 

changes in Louisiana, as African Americans fought for 

equal  rights  and  opportunities.  These  struggles 
11



culminated in the landmark Voting Rights Act of 1965, 

which outlawed racial discrimination in voting and led 

to  increased  political  participation  by  African 

Americans.

The convergence of these historical forces has shaped 

Louisiana's political culture, characterized by a mix of 

populism,  conservatism,  and  a  strong  sense  of  state 

pride. The state's political leaders have often appealed 

to voters by invoking historical symbols and narratives, 

tapping  into  the  deep  emotional  connections  that 

Louisianans feel to their heritage. This blend of history 

and culture continues to influence political  discourse 

and decision-making in the state.
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Chapter  1:  Navigating  the  Political 

Maze

Key Players and Factions

In the grand circus that is Louisiana politics, a diverse 

cast  of  characters  and factions  vie  for  influence and 

power.  At  the  center  of  it  all  sits  the  governor,  a 

figurehead who wields considerable authority and sets 

the tone for the state's political landscape. Recent years 

have seen a colorful array of individuals occupy this 

prominent  position,  from  the  flamboyant  and 

controversial Edwin Edwards to the more reserved and 

pragmatic Bobby Jindal.

Alongside the governor, a constellation of other elected 

officials  plays  crucial  roles  in  shaping  Louisiana's 

political landscape. The state legislature, composed of 

the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate,  is 

responsible for crafting and passing laws. This body is 

often  a  hotbed  of  partisan  debate,  with  members 
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representing  a  wide  spectrum  of  ideologies  and 

interests. Within the legislature, various factions jockey 

for  position,  seeking  to  advance  their  agendas  and 

secure favorable outcomes.

Another key player in Louisiana politics is the business 

community. The state's economy is heavily reliant on 

the  oil  and  gas  industry,  as  well  as  agriculture  and 

tourism.  As  a  result,  business  leaders  wield 

considerable influence over political decision-making. 

They lobby elected officials,  contribute to campaigns, 

and often have close ties to those in power.

Special  interest  groups also play a significant role in 

Louisiana politics.  These groups,  representing a wide 

range of  causes and constituencies,  seek to influence 

policy  and  legislation  in  their  favor.  They  engage  in 

lobbying,  organize  protests,  and  mobilize  voters  to 

support their agendas. The strength and effectiveness 

of  these groups can vary widely,  depending on their 

resources, organization, and public support.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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