
The Tiger: Heart of Louisiana Pride

Introduction

The  indomitable  spirit  of  LSU,  its  rich  history  and 

vibrant campus life, finds its embodiment in an iconic 

symbol: Mike the Tiger. Since 1936, this majestic Bengal 

tiger has prowled the sidelines of LSU sporting events, 

inspiring  generations  of  students,  athletes,  and  fans 

alike.  More than just  a  mascot,  Mike has become an 

integral part of the LSU community, a living symbol of 

the university's  unwavering determination and fierce 

pride.

In  this  comprehensive  and  captivating  narrative,  we 

delve into the extraordinary world of Mike the Tiger, 

unveiling the captivating stories, captivating anecdotes, 

and fascinating facts that have made this remarkable 

creature a legend in the annals of college sports. From 

the  origins  of  LSU's  fighting  tiger  tradition  to  the 
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remarkable  individuals  who  have  served  as  Mike's 

dedicated caretakers, no stone is left unturned in our 

exploration of this beloved symbol of LSU pride.

Through the eyes of those who have known Mike best, 

we  witness  the  unfolding  of  his  captivating  legacy. 

From the  early  days  of  Mike  I,  the  first  live  tiger  to 

grace the LSU campus, to the triumphs and challenges 

faced  by  his  successors,  we  gain  an  intimate 

understanding of the unique bond between Mike and 

the LSU community. These stories, both heartwarming 

and awe-inspiring, paint a vivid portrait of a creature 

that has captured the hearts of generations.

As  we  journey  through  the  pages  of  this  book,  we 

uncover  the  fascinating  details  of  Mike's  daily  life. 

From  his  specially  designed  habitat  to  his  rigorous 

training  regimen,  we  gain  an  appreciation  for  the 

dedication  and  expertise  required  to  care  for  this 

magnificent animal. We also explore the role that Mike 

plays  in  LSU's  athletic  programs,  his  impact  on  the 
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university's  traditions,  and  his  enduring  legacy  as  a 

symbol of excellence.

Whether you are a lifelong LSU fan, a lover of animals, 

or simply someone who appreciates a compelling story, 

this book offers a captivating journey into the world of 

Mike the Tiger. Prepare to be inspired, entertained, and 

enlightened  as  you  delve  into  the  pages  of  this 

extraordinary  narrative,  a  testament  to  the 

indomitable spirit that resides within the heart of LSU.

3



Book Description

Journey into the captivating world of Mike the Tiger, 

LSU's iconic mascot and a symbol of unyielding spirit 

and relentless pride. This comprehensive and engaging 

narrative  delves  into  the  rich  history,  fascinating 

anecdotes, and intriguing facts that have made Mike a 

legend in the annals of college sports.

From the depths of LSU's fighting tiger tradition to the 

remarkable individuals who have dedicated their lives 

to Mike's care, this book unveils the unbreakable bond 

between  this  magnificent  creature  and  the  LSU 

community. Discover the compelling stories of Mike's 

predecessors,  each  leaving  an  indelible  mark  on  the 

university's legacy.

Immerse yourself  in  the captivating details  of  Mike's 

daily  life.  Explore  his  specially  designed  habitat, 

witness his rigorous training regimen, and delve into 

the meticulous care provided by his devoted team of 
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experts. Witness Mike's transformative impact on LSU's 

athletic  programs,  his  profound influence on campus 

traditions,  and  his  enduring  legacy  as  a  symbol  of 

excellence.

Whether  you  are  a  fervent  LSU  fan,  an  animal 

enthusiast,  or  simply  someone  captivated  by 

extraordinary stories, this book offers an unforgettable 

journey  into  the  heart  of  Mike  the  Tiger's  world. 

Prepare to be inspired, entertained, and enlightened as 

you  uncover  the  extraordinary  tale  of  this  beloved 

feline, a testament to the indomitable spirit that resides 

within the soul of LSU.
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Chapter 1: The Tiger's Heritage

The Civil  War  Roots  of  LSU's  Fighting Tiger 

Tradition

Amidst  the  tumultuous  years  of  the  Civil  War,  a 

steadfast  symbol  emerged  from  the  battlefields, 

embodying  the  unyielding  spirit  and  valor  of  the 

Louisiana State University community. The adoption of 

the fighting tiger as LSU's mascot can be traced back to 

the  valor  displayed  by  Confederate  soldiers  from 

Louisiana during the conflict.

Renowned for their tenacity and courage, these brave 

men earned the moniker "Tigers" for their unwavering 

determination in the face of overwhelming odds. The 

ferocity  and  resilience  exhibited  by  these  soldiers 

resonated deeply with LSU students and faculty, who 

recognized in the tiger a kindred spirit that reflected 

their own fighting spirit.
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As the war raged on, the tiger symbol gained further 

prominence when a group of LSU students formed a 

military company known as the "Tiger Rifles." This elite 

unit, composed of the university's most dedicated and 

patriotic  students,  proudly  adopted the tiger  as  their 

emblem, further entrenching its association with LSU's 

unwavering spirit.

Following  the  conclusion  of  the  Civil  War,  the  tiger 

symbol continued to be embraced by LSU, becoming an 

integral part of the university's identity. The adoption 

of the tiger as LSU's official mascot in 1936 served as a 

testament to the deep-rooted connection between the 

university  and  this  majestic  creature,  a  connection 

forged in the crucible of war and forever etched in the 

annals of LSU history.

The  fighting  spirit  of  the  LSU  Tigers  transcends  the 

gridiron, permeating every facet of university life. The 

tiger symbol has become synonymous with academic 

excellence,  athletic  prowess,  and  unwavering 
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community  support.  From  the  roar  of  the  crowd  at 

Tiger  Stadium  to  the  passionate  debates  in  the 

classrooms, the tiger serves as a constant reminder of 

the indomitable spirit  that unites all  members of the 

LSU family.

As LSU continues to navigate the 21st century, the tiger 

remains  an enduring  symbol  of  pride,  tradition,  and 

unwavering determination. Its legacy is one of courage, 

resilience, and unwavering commitment to excellence, 

a  legacy  that  will  continue  to  inspire  generations  of 

LSU students, faculty, and alumni for years to come.
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Chapter 1: The Tiger's Heritage

Early Representations of Mike the Tiger

LSU's  fighting  tiger  tradition  has  a  long  and  storied 

history, dating back to the Civil War era. In the early 

1900s,  the  university  adopted  the  tiger  as  its  official 

mascot, and in 1936, the first live tiger, Mike I, arrived 

on campus.

Before  Mike  I's  arrival,  LSU's  tiger  mascot  was 

represented in various ways. In the early days, the tiger 

was  often  depicted  as  a  cartoon  character.  These 

cartoon  tigers  were  typically  drawn  in  a  fierce  and 

aggressive manner, with sharp teeth and claws. They 

were often shown growling or snarling, and they were 

always ready to defend LSU's honor.

As  LSU's  athletic  programs  gained  prominence,  the 

tiger mascot began to be represented in a more realistic 

manner.  Photographs  of  live  tigers  were  used  in 

promotional  materials,  and  statues  of  tigers  were 
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erected on campus. These realistic representations of 

the  tiger  helped  to  create  a  more  powerful  and 

intimidating image of the mascot.

The arrival of Mike I in 1936 was a watershed moment 

for LSU's tiger tradition. Mike I was the first live tiger to 

reside on campus,  and he quickly became a beloved 

figure  among  students  and  fans.  Mike  I's  presence 

helped to solidify the tiger as LSU's mascot, and he set 

the stage for the many great tigers that would follow in 

his footsteps.

In addition to cartoon characters and statues, the tiger 

has also been represented in other ways. The tiger has 

been featured in songs, poems, and stories. It has also 

been used as a logo for LSU merchandise, and it has 

even appeared in movies and television shows.

The tiger is  a  powerful  and iconic  symbol  of  LSU.  It 

represents  the  university's  strength,  courage,  and 

determination. The tiger is also a beloved figure among 
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LSU fans, and it is a source of pride for the entire LSU 

community.
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Chapter 1: The Tiger's Heritage

The First Mike: Mike I, 1936-1958

In the heart of Louisiana, where the bayous flow and 

the  spirit  of  college  football  reigns  supreme,  there 

emerged a symbol  of  pride and tradition that  would 

forever be etched in the annals of sports history. Mike 

I,  the  inaugural  live  mascot  of  Louisiana  State 

University,  made  his  grand  entrance  in  1936, 

captivating  the  hearts  of  fans  and  players  alike.  His 

arrival marked a pivotal moment, forever intertwining 

the destiny of LSU with that of the mighty Bengal tiger.

Mike I, a magnificent specimen of the Panthera tigris 

species,  hailed  from  the  lush  jungles  of  India.  His 

journey  to  Baton  Rouge  was  nothing  short  of 

extraordinary,  a  tale  of  daring  and  determination. 

Procured through the efforts of LSU student manager 

Gaynell  Tinsley,  Mike  I  underwent  a  remarkable 
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transformation from wild predator to beloved campus 

icon.

Initially  housed in a modest  cage on campus,  Mike I 

quickly became a sensation among the student body. 

His  piercing  gaze,  regal  bearing,  and  playful  antics 

endeared  him  to  all  who  crossed  his  path.  As  LSU's 

football team took to the gridiron, Mike I became their 

unwavering supporter, roaring his approval from the 

sidelines. His presence electrified the stadium, igniting 

a fire in the hearts of players and fans alike.

News  of  Mike  I's  exploits  spread  far  and  wide, 

captivating  the  attention  of  the  nation.  Sportswriters 

penned  articles  extolling  his  virtues,  and  fans  from 

coast to coast clamored for a glimpse of the LSU tiger. 

Mike  I's  fame transcended the  boundaries  of  college 

football, transforming him into a symbol of Louisiana's 

vibrant culture and indomitable spirit.

Beyond his  athletic  prowess,  Mike I  played a  pivotal 

role in uniting the LSU community. He embodied the 
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values of strength, courage, and determination that are 

synonymous  with  the  university.  His  presence  at 

campus events, from pep rallies to parades, fostered a 

sense of  camaraderie and belonging among students, 

faculty,  and  alumni.  Mike  I  became  a  living 

embodiment of the LSU spirit, a tangible representation 

of the pride and passion that permeated the campus.

The  legacy  of  Mike  I  extends  far  beyond  his  own 

lifetime. He set the stage for a long line of Bengal tigers 

to  grace the LSU campus,  each carrying the torch of 

tradition  and  inspiring  generations  of  students  and 

athletes. Mike I's pioneering spirit continues to live on, 

serving as a reminder of the transformative power of 

sports  and  the  enduring  bond between humans  and 

animals.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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