
The Dark Side of Arms Trade

Introduction

The global arms trade is a complex and controversial 

issue  that  has  far-reaching  implications  for 

international  security,  human  rights,  and  economic 

development. Every year, billions of dollars are spent 

on weapons and military equipment, fueling conflicts 

around the world and causing untold suffering.

In this book, we will take a comprehensive look at the 

arms  trade,  examining  its  history,  its  major  players, 

and its impact on the world. We will explore the ethical 

dilemmas surrounding the sale of weapons, the role of 

governments and corporations in the arms trade, and 

the challenges of regulating this deadly commerce.

We will also examine the human cost of the arms trade, 

the  impact  of  armed conflict  on civilian populations, 

1



and the long-term consequences of war. We will look at 

case  studies  of  arms  sales  gone  wrong,  and  we  will 

discuss  the  potential  for  arms  control  and 

disarmament.

Finally,  we  will  consider  the  role  of  the  media  in 

shaping public opinion about the arms trade and the 

potential for advocacy journalism to raise awareness of 

this important issue.

The  arms  trade  is  a  global  problem  that  requires  a 

global solution. By understanding the complexities of 

the arms trade, we can work towards creating a more 

peaceful and just world.

The  aim  of  this  book  is  to  provide  readers  with  a 

comprehensive  understanding  of  the  arms  trade,  its 

impact on the world, and the challenges of regulating 

it.  The book is written in an accessible and engaging 

style, making it suitable for a wide audience. It will be 

of  particular  interest  to  students  of  international 

relations,  security  studies,  and  peace  and  conflict 
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studies,  as  well  as  policymakers,  journalists,  and 

activists  working  on  arms  control  and  disarmament 

issues.
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Book Description

The  Dark  Side  of  Arms  Trade:  A  Comprehensive 

Examination  of  the  Global  Arms  Trade  and  Its 

Impact on the World

The global arms trade is a multi-billion dollar industry 

that has a profound impact on international security, 

human rights, and economic development. Every year, 

billions of dollars are spent on weapons and military 

equipment,  fueling  conflicts  around  the  world  and 

causing untold suffering.

In this comprehensive book, Pasquale De Marco takes a 

deep  dive  into  the  dark  side  of  the  arms  trade, 

examining its history, its major players, and its impact 

on the world. Pasquale De Marco explores the ethical 

dilemmas surrounding the sale of weapons, the role of 

governments and corporations in the arms trade, and 

the challenges of regulating this deadly commerce.
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Pasquale De Marco also examines the human cost of 

the arms trade, the impact of armed conflict on civilian 

populations,  and the long-term consequences of  war. 

Pasquale De Marco looks at case studies of arms sales 

gone  wrong,  and  discusses  the  potential  for  arms 

control and disarmament.

Finally,  Pasquale  De Marco considers  the role  of  the 

media in shaping public opinion about the arms trade 

and  the  potential  for  advocacy  journalism  to  raise 

awareness of this important issue.

The  Dark  Side  of  Arms  Trade  is  a  powerful  and 

thought-provoking book that sheds light on one of the 

most pressing issues of  our time.  Pasquale De Marco 

provides a comprehensive overview of the arms trade, 

its  impact  on  the  world,  and  the  challenges  of 

regulating it. This book is essential reading for anyone 

who  wants  to  understand  the  complex  and  deadly 

world of the arms trade.

Key Features:
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 A comprehensive examination of the global arms 

trade

 Explores the ethical  dilemmas surrounding the 

sale of weapons

 Examines  the  role  of  governments  and 

corporations in the arms trade

 Discusses the challenges of regulating the arms 

trade

 Looks at the human cost of the arms trade

 Considers  the  potential  for  arms  control  and 

disarmament

 Examines the role of the media in shaping public 

opinion about the arms trade
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 Chapter 1: The Global Arms Trade

 The Magnitude of the Arms Trade

The global arms trade is a multi-billion dollar industry 

that has a profound impact on international security 

and stability. According to the Stockholm International 

Peace  Research  Institute  (SIPRI),  the  total  value  of 

global arms transfers in 2021 was $592 billion, a 1.9% 

increase from 2020. The United States was the world's 

largest arms exporter, accounting for 39% of all arms 

exports,  followed  by  Russia  (19%),  France  (11%), 

Germany (5.5%), and China (5.2%).

The  arms  trade  is  driven  by  a  variety  of  factors, 

including geopolitical tensions, regional conflicts,  and 

the desire of states to modernize their militaries. The 

major arms exporters are typically developed countries 

with strong defense industries, while the major arms 

importers  are  often  developing  countries  facing 

security challenges.
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The  arms  trade  has  a  number  of  negative 

consequences, including:

 Increased  risk  of  conflict: The  spread  of 

weapons  can  increase  the  risk  of  conflict 

between states and non-state actors.

 Protracted  conflicts: The  availability  of 

weapons can prolong conflicts,  making it  more 

difficult to achieve peace.

 Humanitarian suffering: The use of weapons in 

conflict can cause widespread death, injury, and 

displacement.

 Economic  costs: The  arms  trade  can  divert 

resources away from other important areas, such 

as  education,  healthcare,  and  economic 

development.

 Corruption: The arms trade is often associated 

with  corruption,  as  bribes  are  often  paid  to 

secure arms contracts.
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The magnitude of the arms trade is a serious concern 

for  international  security  and  stability.  The 

proliferation of  weapons can lead to conflict,  human 

suffering,  and economic instability.  It  is  important to 

work towards reducing the arms trade and promoting 

peace and disarmament.

9



Chapter 1: The Global Arms Trade

Major Players in the Arms Market

The global arms trade is a multi-billion dollar industry 

dominated by a  small  number of  powerful  countries 

and  corporations.  These  major  players  in  the  arms 

market  are  responsible  for  the  vast  majority  of 

weapons sales worldwide, and their decisions have a 

profound  impact  on  international  security  and 

stability.

The United States is by far the largest arms exporter in 

the world, accounting for over 37% of global arms sales 

in  recent  years.  The  U.S.  arms  industry  is  a  major 

driver of the country's economy, and the government 

provides  significant  financial  support  to  arms 

manufacturers. The U.S. also has a long history of using 

arms sales to support its foreign policy objectives, often 

selling weapons to countries with poor human rights 

records or that are engaged in armed conflict.
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Russia is the second largest arms exporter in the world, 

accounting  for  over  20%  of  global  arms  sales.  The 

Russian arms industry is a major part of the country's 

economy,  and  the  government  provides  significant 

financial support to arms manufacturers. Russia has a 

long history of selling weapons to countries with poor 

human rights  records  or  that  are  engaged  in  armed 

conflict, and it has been accused of using arms sales to 

advance its own geopolitical interests.

France,  Germany,  and  the  United  Kingdom  are  also 

major arms exporters, accounting for a combined 15% 

of global arms sales. These countries have significant 

arms  industries,  and  their  governments  provide 

financial  support  to  arms  manufacturers.  They  also 

have  a  history  of  selling  weapons  to  countries  with 

poor  human  rights  records  or  that  are  engaged  in 

armed conflict, although they have been more cautious 

in  recent  years  about  selling  weapons  to  such 

countries.
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China is a rising star in the arms trade, and it is now 

the world's fourth largest arms exporter. The Chinese 

arms industry is growing rapidly, and the government 

provides  significant  financial  support  to  arms 

manufacturers.  China  has  been  accused  of  selling 

weapons to countries with poor human rights records 

or that are engaged in armed conflict, and it has been 

criticized for its lack of transparency in its arms sales.

In addition to these major players, there are a number 

of  other countries that  export  arms,  including Israel, 

Italy,  South Korea,  and Turkey. These countries have 

smaller arms industries, but they still play a significant 

role in the global arms trade.

The major players in the arms market are driven by a 

variety  of  factors,  including  profit,  national  security, 

and political influence. They often compete with each 

other for arms sales, and this competition can lead to 

lower  prices  and  increased  instability  in  the  global 

arms market.
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Chapter 1: The Global Arms Trade

The Role of Governments in Arms Sales

Governments  play  a  central  role  in  the  global  arms 

trade, both as buyers and sellers of weapons. They are 

also  responsible  for  regulating  the  arms  trade  and 

enforcing arms control agreements.

Government as Arms Buyers

Governments are the largest purchasers of weapons in 

the  world.  They  buy  arms  for  a  variety  of  reasons, 

including:

 To defend their territory and sovereignty

 To deter aggression from other states

 To project power abroad

 To suppress internal dissent

 To support allied governments or rebel groups

The amount of money that governments spend on arms 

is staggering. In 2021, the world's governments spent 

13



an estimated $2.1 trillion on military expenditures. This 

figure is more than the entire GDP of many countries.

Government as Arms Sellers

In addition to being buyers of weapons, governments 

are also sellers of weapons. Some governments have a 

long  history  of  arms  exports,  dating  back  centuries. 

Other  governments  have  only  recently  entered  the 

arms market.

There are a number of reasons why governments sell 

arms.  Some  governments  sell  arms  to  generate 

revenue.  Others  sell  arms  to  support  their  domestic 

arms industry.  Still  others  sell  arms to  gain  political 

influence or to strengthen their military alliances.

The  sale  of  arms  by  governments  is  a  controversial 

issue.  Critics  argue  that  arms  sales  fuel  conflict  and 

human rights abuses. They also argue that arms sales 

undermine efforts to promote peace and security.

Government Regulation of the Arms Trade
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Governments also play a role in regulating the arms 

trade. They do this through a variety of mechanisms, 

including:

 Export  controls:  Governments  can  control  the 

export of arms by requiring exporters to obtain a 

license.

 Import  controls:  Governments  can  control  the 

import of arms by requiring importers to obtain 

a license.

 End-use controls:  Governments  can control  the 

use of arms by requiring buyers to agree not to 

use them for certain purposes.

 Arms embargoes: Governments can impose arms 

embargoes  on  countries  that  are  involved  in 

conflict  or  that  are  suspected  of  human rights 

abuses.

The effectiveness of government regulation of the arms 

trade  is  a  matter  of  debate.  Some  argue  that 

government  regulation  is  necessary  to  prevent  the 
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spread of weapons to dangerous actors. Others argue 

that  government  regulation  is  ineffective  and  that  it 

simply drives the arms trade underground.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

17



Table of Contents

Chapter 1: The Global Arms Trade * The Magnitude 

of the Arms Trade * Major Players in the Arms Market * 

The Role of Governments in Arms Sales * The Impact of 

the Arms Trade on Developing Countries * Regulation 

and Control of the Arms Trade

Chapter 2: The Ethics of Arms Dealing * The Moral 

Implications of Selling Weapons * The Responsibility of 

Arms Dealers * The Legality of Arms Sales * The Role of 

International Law * The Impact of Public Opinion on 

Arms Sales

Chapter 3: The Arms Trade and Conflict * The Link 

Between  Arms  and  Conflict  *  The  Role  of  Arms  in 

Protracted Conflicts * The Impact of Arms on Civilian 

Populations  *  The  Arms  Trade  and  Terrorism  *  The 

Potential for Arms Control

Chapter 4: The Economics of the Arms Trade * The 

Lucrative Nature of  the Arms Trade *  The Economic 

18



Impact of Arms Sales * The Role of Corruption in the 

Arms  Trade  *  The  Cost  of  Armed  Conflict  *  The 

Potential for Economic Development

Chapter 5: The Human Cost of the Arms Trade * The 

Impact  of  Arms  on  Human  Lives  *  The  Suffering 

Caused  by  Armed  Conflict  *  The  Long-Term 

Consequences of War * The Arms Trade and Human 

Rights * The Need for Humanitarian Intervention

Chapter  6:  The  Future  of  the  Arms  Trade *  The 

Changing  Nature  of  Warfare  *  The  Rise  of  New 

Technologies * The Potential for Arms Control Treaties 

* The Role of Civil Society in Regulating the Arms Trade 

* The Future of the Arms Trade

Chapter 7: Case Studies of Arms Sales * The Iran-Iraq 

War * The Yugoslav Wars * The War in Afghanistan * 

The War in Iraq * The Syrian Civil War

Chapter  8:  Arms  Control  and  Disarmament *  The 

History  of  Arms  Control  *  The  Major  Arms  Control 

19



Treaties  *  The  Challenges  of  Arms  Control  *  The 

Potential Benefits of Arms Control * The Future of Arms 

Control

Chapter 9: Non-State Actors and the Arms Trade * 

The Role of Private Military Companies * The Role of 

Terrorist Groups * The Role of Criminal Organizations * 

The Impact of Non-State Actors on the Arms Trade * 

The Need for International Cooperation

Chapter 10:  The Arms Trade and the Media *  The 

Role  of  the  Media  in  Shaping  Public  Opinion  *  The 

Media's Coverage of the Arms Trade * The Impact of 

Media  Coverage  on  Arms  Sales  *  The  Need  for 

Responsible  Journalism *  The Potential  for  Advocacy 

Journalism 

20



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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