
Orchid Mania

Introduction

Pasquale De Marco has been growing orchids for over 

40 years, and in that time he has amassed a wealth of 

knowledge  about  these  fascinating  plants.  In  Orchid 

Mania, he shares his expertise with readers, providing 

everything  they  need  to  know  to  grow  orchids 

successfully, whether they are just starting out or are 

experienced growers.

Orchids  are  one  of  the  most  diverse  and  beautiful 

groups  of  plants  on  earth,  with  over  25,000  known 

species. They come in all shapes and sizes, from tiny 

plants that can fit in the palm of your hand to large 

climbers that can reach up to 100 feet long. Orchids can 

be found in every corner of the globe, from the tropics 

to the Arctic.
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Despite their diversity, all orchids share some common 

characteristics.  They  are  all  epiphytes,  which  means 

that they grow on other plants or objects for support. 

They have thick, fleshy roots that help them to absorb 

nutrients from the air and water. And they have showy 

flowers that are often brightly colored and fragrant.

Orchids have been cultivated for  centuries,  and they 

have a  long and rich  history.  The first  orchids  were 

brought  to  Europe  from  the  Americas  in  the  16th 

century,  and  they  quickly  became  popular  with 

collectors. Today, orchids are grown all over the world, 

and they are one of the most popular flowers for both 

indoor and outdoor gardens.

Growing orchids can be a challenging but rewarding 

experience. With the right care, orchids can thrive for 

many years, and they will provide you with beautiful 

flowers for years to come. In Orchid Mania, Pasquale 

De  Marco  provides  all  the  information  you  need  to 

grow orchids successfully, including:
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 Choosing the right orchids for your home

 Providing the ideal growing conditions

 Watering and fertilizing orchids

 Controlling pests and diseases

 Repotting orchids

 Propagating orchids

 Hybridizing orchids

 Judging and exhibiting orchids

 Conserving orchids

Whether you are a beginner or an experienced grower, 

Orchid  Mania  is  the  perfect  resource  for  everything 

you  need  to  know  about  orchids.  With  Pasquale  De 

Marco's  expert  guidance,  you  can  grow  beautiful 

orchids that will bring you years of enjoyment.
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Book Description

Orchid  Mania is  the  definitive  guide  to  growing 

orchids successfully, whether you are a beginner or an 

experienced grower. With over 40 years of experience, 

Pasquale  De Marco provides  all  the  information you 

need to know to grow beautiful orchids that will bring 

you years of enjoyment.

In this comprehensive guide, you will learn:

 How to choose the right orchids for your home

 How to provide the ideal growing conditions

 How to water and fertilize orchids

 How to control pests and diseases

 How to repot orchids

 How to propagate orchids

 How to hybridize orchids

 How to judge and exhibit orchids

 How to conserve orchids
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Orchid  Mania  is  packed  with  beautiful  photographs 

and helpful illustrations that will make it easy for you 

to learn how to grow orchids successfully. Whether you 

are  just  starting  out  or  are  an  experienced  grower, 

Orchid  Mania  is  the  perfect  resource  for  everything 

you need to know about orchids.

With  Pasquale  De  Marco's  expert  guidance,  you  can 

grow  beautiful  orchids  that  will  add  beauty  and 

elegance to your home for years to come.

About the Author

Pasquale De Marco is a world-renowned orchid expert 

with over 40 years of experience. He is the author of 

several  books  on  orchids,  and  he  has  lectured  and 

taught  workshops  on  orchid  cultivation  all  over  the 

world.  Pasquale  De Marco is  a  past  president  of  the 

American Orchid Society, and he is a recipient of the 

AOS Gold Medal for his contributions to orchid culture.
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Chapter 1: The Orchid Obsession

1. The allure of orchids

Orchids have captivated people for centuries with their 

beauty  and  diversity.  These  exotic  plants  come  in  a 

wide range of shapes, sizes, and colors, and they can be 

found in every corner of the globe. Whether you are a 

beginner or an experienced grower, there is sure to be 

an orchid that appeals to you.

One of the things that makes orchids so alluring is their 

beauty.  Orchids  produce  some  of  the  most  beautiful 

flowers  in  the  world,  and  their  blooms  can  last  for 

weeks  or  even months.  The  flowers  come in  a  wide 

range of colors, from delicate pastels to vibrant hues. 

Some orchids even have fragrant flowers that fill the 

air with their sweet scent.

In addition to their beauty, orchids are also fascinating 

plants  to  grow.  They  have  unique  growing 

requirements, and learning how to care for them can 
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be  a  rewarding  experience.  Orchids  can  be  grown 

indoors or outdoors, and they can be mounted on trees, 

rocks, or other objects. With the right care, orchids can 

thrive for many years, and they will provide you with 

beautiful flowers for years to come.

If you are looking for a beautiful and rewarding plant 

to  grow,  orchids  are  a  great  option.  With their  wide 

range of shapes, sizes, and colors, there is sure to be an 

orchid  that  appeals  to  you.  And with  the  right  care, 

your orchids will thrive for many years to come.

Here are a few tips for growing orchids successfully:

 Choose the right  orchids for your home.  There 

are  many  different  types  of  orchids,  and  each 

one has its  own unique growing requirements. 

Do some research to find out which orchids are 

best  suited  for  your  climate  and  growing 

conditions.

 Provide  the  ideal  growing  conditions.  Orchids 

need bright,  indirect  light,  and they  should  be 
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watered  regularly.  The  ideal  temperature  for 

orchids is between 65 and 85 degrees Fahrenheit.

 Fertilize your orchids regularly. Orchids need to 

be  fertilized  every  few weeks  with  a  balanced 

orchid fertilizer.

 Repot  your  orchids  every  few  years.  Orchids 

should be repotted every few years to give them 

fresh  potting  mix  and  to  prevent  them  from 

becoming rootbound.

By  following  these  tips,  you  can  grow  beautiful  and 

healthy orchids that will bring you years of enjoyment.
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Chapter 1: The Orchid Obsession

2. The history of orchid cultivation

Orchids have been cultivated for centuries,  and their 

history  is  closely  intertwined  with  the  history  of 

horticulture  itself.  The  first  orchids  were  brought  to 

Europe  from  the  Americas  in  the  16th  century,  and 

they  quickly  became  popular  with  collectors.  By  the 

19th  century,  orchids  were  being  grown  in 

greenhouses all over the world, and new hybrids were 

being created all the time.

The early history of orchid cultivation is largely a story 

of trial and error. Growers experimented with different 

growing  conditions  and  techniques,  and  they  slowly 

learned what orchids needed to thrive. In the 1800s, a 

number  of  important  breakthroughs  were  made  in 

orchid  cultivation.  John Lindley,  an  English  botanist, 

published the first comprehensive book on orchids in 

1830.  This  book  helped  to  standardize  orchid 
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nomenclature and cultivation techniques. In the 1840s, 

William Cattley, an English orchid grower, developed a 

new method  for  growing  orchids  on  epiphytic  trees. 

This method is still used today, and it is known as the 

"Cattleya method."

The 20th century saw even more advances in orchid 

cultivation. New technologies, such as artificial lighting 

and climate control, made it possible to grow orchids in 

a wider range of climates. New hybrids were also being 

created  all  the  time,  and  orchids  became  more  and 

more  popular  with  both  hobbyists  and  commercial 

growers.

Today, orchids are one of the most popular flowers in 

the  world.  They  are  grown in  greenhouses,  gardens, 

and homes all  over the globe.  Orchids are used in a 

variety of ways, from cut flowers to corsages to potted 

plants. They are also used in traditional medicine and 

cuisine.
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The  history  of  orchid  cultivation  is  a  story  of 

innovation and discovery. Growers have experimented 

with different growing conditions and techniques, and 

they have slowly learned what orchids need to thrive. 

Today, orchids are one of the most popular flowers in 

the world, and they are enjoyed by people of all ages.

11



Chapter 1: The Orchid Obsession

3. The diversity of orchids

Orchids are one of the most diverse groups of plants on 

Earth, with over 25,000 known species. They come in 

all shapes and sizes, from tiny plants that can fit in the 

palm of your hand to large climbers that can reach up 

to 100 feet long. Orchids can be found in every corner 

of the globe, from the tropics to the Arctic.

This  diversity  is  due  in  part  to  the  fact  that  orchids 

have evolved to adapt to a wide range of habitats. Some 

orchids grow in the trees of rainforests,  while others 

grow on rocks or in the ground. Some orchids are even 

epiphytes, which means that they grow on other plants 

without taking any nutrients from them.

The diversity of orchids is also due to the fact that they 

have  evolved  to  attract  a  wide  range  of  pollinators. 

Some orchids are pollinated by bees, while others are 

pollinated  by  moths,  butterflies,  or  even 
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hummingbirds.  The  flowers  of  orchids  are  often 

brightly  colored and fragrant,  which helps  to  attract 

pollinators.

The diversity of orchids is a testament to the power of 

evolution.  Orchids  have  evolved  to  adapt  to  a  wide 

range  of  habitats  and  to  attract  a  wide  range  of 

pollinators.  This  diversity  has  allowed  orchids  to 

become one of the most successful groups of plants on 

Earth.

Here are some examples of the diversity of orchids:

 Size: Orchids can range in size from tiny plants 

that  are  only  a  few  centimeters  tall  to  large 

climbers that can reach up to 100 feet long.

 Shape: Orchids come in a wide variety of shapes, 

including  epiphytes,  terrestrial  orchids,  and 

climbers.

 Color: Orchids come in a wide range of colors, 

including white, pink, purple, yellow, and green.
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 Fragrance: Orchids  have  a  wide  range  of 

fragrances, including sweet, spicy, and musky.

 Habitat: Orchids can be found in a wide range of 

habitats, including rainforests, deserts, and even 

the Arctic.

The diversity of orchids is truly amazing. These plants 

are  a  testament  to  the  power  of  evolution  and  the 

beauty of nature.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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