Successful Teaching of English to

Japanese Students

Introduction

This comprehensive guide offers a wealth of practical
strategies and essential knowledge for college and
university teachers of English in Japan. Whether you
are a seasoned educator or new to the field, this book is
designed to empower you with the skills and insights
necessary to effectively teach English to Japanese
students and help them achieve their language

learning goals.

Drawing upon the latest research and best practices in
English language teaching, this book provides a solid
foundation in the fundamentals of teaching English to
Japanese learners. It explores the unique challenges

and opportunities that arise in this context, such as the



influence of Japanese culture and the specific needs of
Japanese students. The book also delves into effective
teaching methods, classroom management techniques,
and assessment strategies tailored to the Japanese

educational system.

Beyond the basics, this book goes further to address the
importance of cultural awareness and communication
in the English language classroom. It emphasizes the
need to foster intercultural understanding and develop
students' communication skills in a globalized world.
Additionally, the book explores the role of technology
in enhancing language learning and provides guidance
on integrating technology into lesson plans and

activities.

With a focus on professional development, this book
encourages teachers to engage in continuous learning
and reflection to improve their teaching practice. It
introduces various opportunities for professional

development, including workshops, conferences, and



online resources. The book also highlights the
importance of networking with other English teachers

and building a strong professional portfolio.

As the world becomes increasingly interconnected and
English proficiency becomes a valuable asset in various
fields, this book serves as an invaluable resource for
English teachers in Japan. It equips them with the
knowledge, skills, and strategies necessary to prepare

students for success in a globalized society.

By providing a comprehensive overview of the
essential aspects of teaching English to Japanese
students, this book empowers educators to create
engaging and effective learning environments that
foster language acquisition, cultural understanding,

and global competence.



Book Description

This comprehensive guidebook empowers English
teachers in Japan with the knowledge, skills, and
strategies necessary to effectively teach English to
Japanese students and help them achieve their
language learning goals. Drawing upon the latest
research and best practices in English language
teaching, this book provides a solid foundation in the

fundamentals of teaching English to Japanese learners.

With a focus on practical application, this book delves
into effective teaching methods, classroom
management techniques, and assessment strategies
tailored to the unique needs of Japanese students and
the Japanese educational system. It also explores the
importance of cultural awareness and communication
in the English language classroom, emphasizing the
need to foster intercultural understanding and develop

students' communication skills in a globalized world.



Beyond the basics, this book goes further to address the
role of technology in enhancing language learning,
providing guidance on integrating technology into
lesson plans and activities. It also encourages teachers
to engage in continuous professional development to
improve their teaching practice and introduces various

opportunities for professional growth.

Written in a clear and engaging style, this book is
packed with practical tips, real-world examples, and
reflective questions to help teachers create engaging
and effective learning environments that foster
language acquisition, cultural understanding, and
global competence. It is an invaluable resource for both
new and experienced English teachers in Japan who
are committed to helping their students succeed in a

globalized society.
Key Features:

e Comprehensive coverage of the essential aspects

of teaching English to Japanese students



Practical strategies and techniques for effective
teaching and classroom management

Focus on cultural awareness and communication
in the English language classroom

Guidance on integrating technology into
language learning

Encouragement for professional development
and reflective practice

Real-world examples and reflective questions to

enhance understanding

Benefits for Readers:

Gain a solid foundation in the fundamentals of

teaching English to Japanese learners

Discover effective teaching methods, classroom
management techniques, and assessment

strategies

Develop cultural awareness and communication

skills to foster intercultural understanding



Learn how to integrate technology into language

learning to enhance student engagement

Engage in continuous professional development

to improve teaching practice



Chapter 1: The Basics of Teaching

English to Japanese Students

Topic 1: Understanding the Japanese

Education System

Japan's education system is known for its rigor, high
standards, and emphasis on academic achievement.
Understanding the unique features of this system is

essential for English teachers working in Japan.

The Japanese education system is divided into three
levels: elementary school (grades 1-6), junior high
school (grades 7-9), and high school (grades 10-12).
Students typically attend public schools, which are
funded by the government. However, there are also a

number of private schools, which charge tuition.

Japanese students typically spend long hours studying,
both in school and at home. They are expected to be

respectful and obedient to their teachers and to work



hard to achieve good grades. The curriculum is heavily
focused on academics, with an emphasis on

mathematics, science, and language.

English is taught as a foreign language in Japanese
schools, starting in junior high school. However, the
amount of English instruction that students receive
varies widely from school to school. Some schools offer
intensive English programs, while others only offer a

few hours of English instruction per week.

As a result of the limited exposure to English that many
Japanese students receive in school, many of them
struggle to learn the language. This can be a challenge
for English teachers, who need to find ways to make
their lessons interesting and engaging while also

ensuring that students are making progress.

Despite the challenges, teaching English in Japan can
be a rewarding experience. Japanese students are
typically eager to learn English, and they are often very
respectful and polite. With the right approach, English
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teachers can help their students to overcome their

challenges and achieve success in learning English.
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Chapter 1: The Basics of Teaching

English to Japanese Students

Topic 2: Common Challenges Faced by

Japanese Students Learning English

Japanese students encounter various challenges in
learning English due to linguistic and cultural

differences. These challenges include:

1. Phonological Differences: The Japanese language
has a distinct sound system compared to English,
making it difficult for Japanese students to pronounce
English words correctly. For instance, Japanese lacks
certain consonant sounds found in English, such as /l/
and /r/, leading to pronunciation errors and reduced

intelligibility.

2. Grammatical Differences: The grammatical
structure of Japanese differs significantly from English,

presenting challenges for Japanese learners. For
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example, Japanese sentences typically follow a subject-
object-verb order, unlike the subject-verb-object order
in English. Additionally, Japanese has a complex system
of particles that can be challenging to master for

English speakers.

3. Cultural Differences: Cultural differences can also
impact the learning process. For example, Japanese
culture  emphasizes  politeness and  indirect
communication, which can be at odds with the more
direct and assertive communication style often used in
English. This can lead to misunderstandings and

difficulties in expressing oneself effectively in English.

4. Limited Exposure to English: Many Japanese
students have limited opportunities to use English
outside the classroom, which can hinder their fluency
and confidence. This lack of exposure can make it
difficult for students to develop the necessary listening
and  speaking skills needed for @ effective

communication.
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5. Lack of Motivation: Some Japanese students may
lack motivation to learn English due to various factors
such as perceived difficulty, limited opportunities to
use English in their daily lives, or negative attitudes
towards the language. This lack of motivation can
hinder progress and make it challenging for students to

persist in their English studies.
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Chapter 1: The Basics of Teaching

English to Japanese Students

Topic 3: Effective Teaching Methods for

Japanese Students

Understanding the wunique learning styles and
preferences of Japanese students is essential for
effective teaching. Japanese students tend to be
diligent, respectful, and eager to please their teachers.
However, they may also be hesitant to participate in
class discussions or ask questions, especially if they are
not confident in their English skills. To address these
challenges, teachers can employ a variety of effective
teaching methods that cater to the specific needs of

Japanese learners.
1. Communicative Language Teaching (CLT)

CLT is a widely used approach that emphasizes the

development of communicative competence, enabling
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students to use English effectively in real-world
situations. CLT lessons typically involve pair and group
work, role-playing, and other interactive activities that
encourage students to communicate with each other in
English. This approach helps students develop fluency,
accuracy, and confidence in their speaking and

listening skills.
2. Task-Based Learning (TBL)

TBL is another effective method that focuses on
completing meaningful tasks using English. TBL lessons
are typically project-based and involve real-world
scenarios that require students to use English to solve
problems, make decisions, and communicate with
others. This approach helps students develop critical
thinking skills, problem-solving skills, and the ability to

use English for practical purposes.

3. Content-Based Instruction (CBI)
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CBI integrates language learning with the teaching of
other subjects, such as history, science, or math. This
approach helps students learn English while also
gaining knowledge in other academic areas. CBI lessons
typically involve reading authentic texts, conducting
research, and creating presentations in English. This
approach is effective for students who are interested in
learning about other cultures and expanding their

knowledge in various fields.
4. Blended Learning

Blended learning combines online learning with face-
to-face instruction. This approach allows students to
learn at their own pace and on their own time, while
also receiving support and guidance from their teacher
during face-to-face sessions. Blended learning can be
particularly effective for Japanese students who may
be hesitant to participate in class discussions or ask

questions in a traditional classroom setting.

5. Cooperative Learning
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Cooperative learning involves students working
together in small groups to achieve a common goal.
This approach helps students develop teamwork skills,
communication skills, and problem-solving skills.
Cooperative learning also helps students to learn from

each other and to support each other in their learning.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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