
Let’s Go! Advancing With Contemporary 

Japanese: Book 2

Introduction

In  a  world  where  global  connections  are  more 

prevalent  than ever,  embracing  diverse  cultures  and 

languages has become an essential aspect of personal 

and professional growth. Among the many fascinating 

languages to delve into, Japanese stands out as a rich 

and  rewarding  language  to  learn.  With  its  unique 

writing  system,  captivating  history,  and  vibrant 

culture, Japanese offers a gateway to a world of new 

experiences and opportunities.

This  comprehensive  textbook,  titled  "Let's  Go! 

Advancing  With  Contemporary  Japanese:  Book  2,"  is 

meticulously crafted to guide intermediate learners on 

their  journey towards Japanese language proficiency. 
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Building  upon the  foundation  established  in  Book  1, 

this  second  volume  takes  learners  to  new  heights, 

delving  deeper  into  the  intricacies  of  Japanese 

grammar,  expanding  vocabulary,  and  enhancing 

communication skills.

Our  approach  to  language  learning  is  rooted  in  the 

belief that language is not merely a collection of words 

and  rules  but  a  living,  breathing  entity  deeply 

entwined  with  the  culture  and  traditions  of  its 

speakers. With this in mind, we have woven cultural 

insights  and  contemporary  topics  throughout  the 

chapters,  providing  learners  with  a  holistic 

understanding of Japanese language and culture.

Each chapter is carefully structured to introduce new 

concepts  and  reinforce  previously  learned  material 

through a variety of engaging activities and exercises. 

From  thought-provoking  reading  passages  and 

authentic  listening  materials  to  interactive  speaking 

practice  and  writing  exercises,  learners  are  actively 
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engaged  in  the  learning  process,  ensuring 

comprehension and retention.

Whether you aspire to connect with Japanese people, 

explore the beauty of Japanese literature and media, or 

navigate the nuances of Japanese business and society, 

this textbook is your trusted companion. With its clear 

explanations,  ample  practice  opportunities,  and 

captivating  cultural  insights,  you  will  embark  on  a 

transformative journey that will unlock the wonders of 

the Japanese language and open doors to new horizons.

As you progress through this book, you will not only 

gain  a  deeper  understanding  of  Japanese  language 

structures and expressions but also develop a profound 

appreciation for the rich tapestry of Japanese culture. 

From the elegance of traditional arts and crafts to the 

vibrant  energy of  modern Japanese pop culture,  you 

will  discover  a  world  of  beauty,  innovation,  and 

timeless traditions.
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Join us on this exciting journey as we delve into the 

fascinating  world  of  Japanese  language  and  culture. 

With  "Let's  Go!  Advancing  With  Contemporary 

Japanese:  Book  2,"  you  hold  the  key  to  unlocking  a 

wealth  of  knowledge,  experiences,  and  opportunities 

that  await  you  in  the  realm  of  Japanese  language 

proficiency.
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Book Description

Embark on a transformative language learning journey 

with  "Let's  Go!  Advancing  With  Contemporary 

Japanese: Book 2," the ultimate guide for intermediate 

learners  seeking  to  elevate  their  Japanese  language 

proficiency.  This  comprehensive  textbook  takes  you 

beyond the basics, delving deeper into the intricacies of 

Japanese  grammar,  expanding  your  vocabulary,  and 

enhancing your communication skills.

Our  innovative  approach  to  language  learning 

emphasizes  the  interconnectedness  of  language  and 

culture, providing you with a holistic understanding of 

Japanese  society  and  traditions.  Each  chapter  is 

meticulously  crafted  to  introduce  new  concepts  and 

reinforce  previously  learned  material  through  a 

variety  of  engaging  activities  and  exercises.  From 

thought-provoking  reading  passages  and  authentic 

listening materials to interactive speaking practice and 
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writing  exercises,  you  will  actively  engage  with  the 

language, ensuring comprehension and retention.

With  "Let's  Go!  Advancing  With  Contemporary 

Japanese: Book 2," you will:

 Master  the  nuances  of  Japanese  grammar  and 

sentence  structure,  gaining  the  confidence  to 

express yourself clearly and accurately.

 Expand  your  vocabulary  with  a  focus  on 

practical  and  everyday  usage,  enabling  you  to 

communicate effectively in various situations.

 Enhance  your  listening  and  speaking  skills 

through  interactive  exercises  and  authentic 

audio  materials,  improving  your  ability  to 

comprehend spoken Japanese and participate in 

meaningful conversations.

 Develop your writing skills by crafting clear and 

concise  sentences,  paragraphs,  and  essays, 

demonstrating  your  understanding  of  Japanese 

writing conventions.
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 Gain  insights  into  Japanese  culture  and 

traditions, exploring the beauty of Japanese art, 

literature, music, and cuisine, and developing a 

deeper appreciation for the Japanese way of life.

This  textbook  is  your  gateway  to  a  world  of 

opportunities,  whether  you  aspire  to  connect  with 

Japanese  people,  explore  the  wonders  of  Japanese 

literature  and  media,  navigate  the  complexities  of 

Japanese  business,  or  simply  broaden  your  horizons 

with  a  new  language.  With  its  clear  explanations, 

engaging  activities,  and  captivating  cultural  insights, 

"Let's  Go!  Advancing  With  Contemporary  Japanese: 

Book  2"  will  empower  you  to  unlock  the  world  of 

Japanese  language  and  culture,  unlocking  new 

experiences and endless possibilities.

Join us on this exciting journey as we delve into the 

fascinating  world  of  Japanese  language  and  culture. 

With  "Let's  Go!  Advancing  With  Contemporary 

Japanese:  Book  2,"  you  hold  the  key  to  unlocking  a 
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wealth  of  knowledge,  experiences,  and  opportunities 

that  await  you  in  the  realm  of  Japanese  language 

proficiency.
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Chapter 1: Embarking on the Journey

Navigating the World of Japanese Language 

and Culture

Japanese  language  and  culture  are  inextricably 

intertwined, forming a rich tapestry that has captivated 

the  world  for  centuries.  As  you  embark  on  your 

journey to master the Japanese language, you will also 

delve  into  the  depths  of  Japanese  culture,  gaining  a 

profound understanding of the people, their traditions, 

and their unique perspective on the world.

A Glimpse into Japanese History and Tradition

Japan's  history  is  a  captivating  tale  of  ancient 

civilizations, powerful empires, and cultural exchanges 

that  have  shaped  the  country's  identity.  From  the 

ancient  Jomon  period  to  the  modern  era,  Japan  has 

witnessed  a  remarkable  evolution,  leaving  behind  a 

treasure trove of cultural artifacts, historical sites, and 

timeless traditions. As you explore Japanese language, 
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you will also uncover the stories and legends that have 

shaped the nation's spirit.

The Beauty of Japanese Aesthetics and Design

Japanese  culture  is  renowned  for  its  exquisite 

aesthetics  and  refined  sense  of  design.  From  the 

delicate  brushstrokes  of  traditional  paintings  to  the 

minimalist elegance of modern architecture, Japanese 

art and design reflect a deep appreciation for beauty, 

simplicity,  and harmony.  As you learn Japanese,  you 

will  also  develop  an  eye  for  Japanese  aesthetics, 

gaining  a  deeper  appreciation  for  the  beauty  that 

surrounds you.

The Significance of Japanese Etiquette and Customs

Japanese  society  places  great  emphasis  on  etiquette 

and  customs,  which  play  a  vital  role  in  maintaining 

social harmony and respect. From bowing and greeting 

to  dining  and  gift-giving,  Japanese  etiquette  is  a 

reflection  of  the  country's  values  and  beliefs. 
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Understanding  and observing  these  customs will  not 

only  enhance  your  communication  skills  but  also 

demonstrate your respect for Japanese culture.

The  Enchanting  World  of  Japanese  Festivals  and 

Celebrations

Japanese  festivals  and  celebrations  are  vibrant 

expressions  of  the  country's  rich  cultural  heritage. 

From the cherry blossom viewing parties in spring to 

the summer fireworks displays and the autumn harvest 

festivals, these events offer a glimpse into the heart of 

Japanese culture. Participating in these festivities is a 

wonderful  way  to  immerse  yourself  in  the  local 

traditions and connect with the community.

The Delights of Japanese Cuisine

Japanese cuisine is a culinary delight that has gained 

worldwide  recognition  for  its  freshness,  variety,  and 

exquisite  flavors.  From sushi  and tempura to  ramen 

and soba noodles, Japanese dishes are a symphony of 
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taste and texture. As you learn Japanese, you will also 

discover  the  art  of  Japanese  cooking,  unlocking  the 

secrets of preparing delicious and authentic Japanese 

meals.

Embracing Japanese Pop Culture

Japanese pop culture is a global phenomenon that has 

captured the imagination of people worldwide.  From 

anime and manga to video games and music, Japanese 

pop  culture  offers  a  unique  blend  of  creativity, 

innovation,  and  entertainment.  Engaging  with 

Japanese pop culture is a fantastic way to connect with 

the  younger  generation  and  gain  insights  into 

contemporary Japanese society.

As you embark on your journey to master the Japanese 

language,  embrace  the  opportunity  to  immerse 

yourself in the beauty, traditions, and vibrant culture 

of Japan. Let the language be your guide as you explore 

the captivating world that awaits you.
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Chapter 1: Embarking on the Journey

Unveiling the Secrets of Kanji and Kana

The  Japanese  writing  system  is  a  fascinating  and 

complex aspect of the language, and it can be daunting 

for learners at first. However, with a little dedication 

and practice, you can master the secrets of kanji and 

kana and unlock the world of written Japanese.

Kanji are the Chinese characters that were adopted into 

the  Japanese  language  over  centuries.  They  carry  a 

wealth of meaning and history, and they can be used to 

write a wide range of words and concepts. Kana, on the 

other hand,  are the two phonetic  syllabaries used in 

Japanese: hiragana and katakana. Hiragana is used for 

native  Japanese  words,  while  katakana  is  used  for 

foreign words, loanwords, and onomatopoeia.

Understanding the differences between kanji and kana 

is essential for comprehending written Japanese. Kanji 

can represent whole words or concepts, while kana are 
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used to represent individual sounds. This means that a 

single kanji can have multiple readings, depending on 

the context in which it is used.

Learning  kanji  can  be  a  challenging  but  rewarding 

experience. It takes time and practice to memorize the 

characters and their various readings, but the effort is 

worth it. Kanji are the building blocks of the Japanese 

writing system, and they offer a gateway to a deeper 

understanding of the language and culture.

In this chapter, we will introduce you to the basics of 

kanji and kana. We will cover topics such as:

 The different types of kanji and kana

 How to recognize and write kanji and kana

 The rules for using kanji and kana together

 Common kanji and kana combinations

By  the  end  of  this  chapter,  you  will  have  a  solid 

foundation in the Japanese writing system and be well 

on your way to mastering the art of written Japanese.
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The Beauty of Kanji

Kanji  characters  are  not  just  symbols;  they  are  also 

works of art. Each character has its own unique shape 

and history, and many of them are visually stunning. 

Learning kanji can be a rewarding experience not only 

for  the  linguistic  benefits,  but  also  for  the  aesthetic 

enjoyment.

The Power of Kana

Kana are the phonetic syllabaries of Japanese, and they 

play a vital role in the language. Kana are used to write 

words  that  do  not  have  kanji  equivalents,  such  as 

particles and grammatical endings. They are also used 

to  write  foreign  words  and  loanwords.  Kana  are 

essential for understanding and writing Japanese, and 

they offer a glimpse into the phonetic structure of the 

language.

Together, kanji and kana form a powerful and versatile 

writing  system  that  is  capable  of  expressing  a  wide 
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range of thoughts and ideas. By mastering the secrets 

of  kanji  and  kana,  you  will  open  up  a  world  of 

possibilities  and  gain  a  deeper  appreciation  for  the 

beauty and complexity of the Japanese language.
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Chapter 1: Embarking on the Journey

Discovering the Art of Japanese Conversation

Engaging in meaningful conversations is a cornerstone 

of effective communication, and this is especially true 

when learning a new language. In Japanese, the art of 

conversation is influenced by cultural norms, linguistic 

nuances, and social contexts. This topic delves into the 

intricacies  of  Japanese  conversation,  providing  you 

with the tools and strategies to navigate this dynamic 

aspect of the language.

Conversational  Etiquette:  The  Foundation  of 

Harmony

Japanese conversations are guided by a deep respect 

for social harmony and politeness. Understanding and 

adhering to these conversational norms is essential for 

creating  a  positive  and  respectful  atmosphere.  This 

includes  using  appropriate  greetings,  honorifics,  and 

expressions of gratitude. You will learn how to initiate 
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conversations,  respond  appropriately  to  various 

situations,  and  navigate  the  intricacies  of  Japanese 

politeness.

Navigating the Labyrinth of Japanese Honorifics

Honorifics  are  an  integral  part  of  Japanese 

conversation, expressing respect and social hierarchy. 

This  topic  will  introduce you to  the various  types  of 

honorifics,  their  usage,  and  the  cultural  significance 

behind  them.  You  will  learn  how  to  use  honorifics 

appropriately in different contexts, demonstrating your 

understanding of Japanese social norms and showing 

respect for others.

The  Art  of  Active  Listening:  Unlocking 

Understanding

Effective communication goes beyond simply speaking; 

it  requires active listening. This topic emphasizes the 

importance  of  attentive  listening,  understanding 

nonverbal  cues,  and  responding  appropriately.  You 
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will learn strategies for improving your listening skills, 

such as paraphrasing, asking clarifying questions, and 

demonstrating empathy.

Expanding  Your  Conversational  Vocabulary:  A 

World of Expression

Expanding your vocabulary is key to enhancing your 

conversational abilities. This topic introduces practical 

and everyday phrases, idioms, and expressions used in 

various  contexts.  You  will  learn  how  to  express 

yourself more naturally and accurately, enriching your 

conversations  and allowing  you to  engage  in  deeper 

and more meaningful discussions.

Conversational  Strategies:  Navigating  Different 

Situations

Conversations can take place in a variety of  settings, 

from  casual  chats  with  friends  to  formal  business 

meetings.  This  topic  provides  you with  strategies  for 

adapting  your  conversational  style  to  different 
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situations. You will learn how to engage in small talk, 

handle  difficult  conversations,  and  participate 

effectively  in  group  discussions,  demonstrating  your 

versatility and cultural sensitivity.

Practice Makes Perfect: The Path to Fluency

Mastering  the  art  of  Japanese  conversation  requires 

consistent  practice.  This  topic  highlights  the 

importance  of  regular  practice  through  various 

channels. You will explore opportunities for practicing 

conversation,  such  as  language  exchange  programs, 

online platforms, and conversation groups. By actively 

engaging  in  conversations,  you  will  refine  your 

pronunciation,  improve  your  fluency,  and  gain 

confidence in your ability to communicate effectively 

in Japanese.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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