Teen Reading Connections

Introduction

Teenagers are voracious readers, but they're also
incredibly selective about what they read. They want
books that are relevant to their lives, that speak to their
interests, and that challenge them intellectually. They
want books that make them laugh, cry, think, and

dream.

In Teen Reading Connections, Pasquale De Marco
provides a comprehensive guide to connecting with
teen readers and helping them find the books they'll
love. Drawing on her years of experience as a librarian
and educator, Pasquale De Marco offers practical
advice on everything from creating a welcoming and
inviting teen reading space to using social media to
promote reading. She also provides in-depth coverage

of popular teen fiction genres, including realistic
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fiction, historical fiction, mystery and thriller, sports

books, and books about social issues.

But Teen Reading Connections is more than just a guide
to finding great books for teens. It's also a celebration
of the power of reading. Pasquale De Marco believes
that reading is essential for teens' intellectual,
emotional, and social development. She provides a
wealth of resources for parents and caregivers who
want to support their teens' reading habits, as well as
tips for teens on how to improve their reading skills

and get the most out of their reading experiences.

In Teen Reading Connections, Pasquale De Marco has
created an invaluable resource for anyone who works
with teens or who wants to encourage teens to read.
This book is packed with practical advice, inspiring
stories, and helpful resources that will help you
connect with teen readers and make a positive impact

on their lives.



Whether you're a librarian, a teacher, a parent, or a

caregiver, Teen Reading Connections will help you:

e Understand teen reading habits and interests

e C(Create a welcoming and inviting teen reading
space

e  Find the right books for your teen readers

e Promote reading to teens

e Use social media to connect with teen readers

e Support teens' reading development

e Advocate for teen reading

Teen Reading Connections is the essential guide to
connecting with teen readers and helping them find the

books they'll love.



Book Description

Teen Reading Connections is the essential guide to
connecting with teen readers and helping them find the

books they'll love.

Drawing on her years of experience as a librarian and
educator, Pasquale De Marco provides practical advice
on everything from creating a welcoming and inviting
teen reading space to using social media to promote
reading. She also provides in-depth coverage of
popular teen fiction genres, including realistic fiction,
historical fiction, mystery and thriller, sports books,

and books about social issues.

But Teen Reading Connections is more than just a guide
to finding great books for teens. It's also a celebration
of the power of reading. Pasquale De Marco believes
that reading is essential for teens' intellectual,
emotional, and social development. She provides a

wealth of resources for parents and caregivers who



want to support their teens' reading habits, as well as
tips for teens on how to improve their reading skills

and get the most out of their reading experiences.

In Teen Reading Connections, Pasquale De Marco has
created an invaluable resource for anyone who works
with teens or who wants to encourage teens to read.
This book is packed with practical advice, inspiring
stories, and helpful resources that will help you
connect with teen readers and make a positive impact

on their lives.

Whether you're a librarian, a teacher, a parent, or a

caregiver, Teen Reading Connections will help you:

e Understand teen reading habits and interests

Create a welcoming and inviting teen reading
space

e  Find the right books for your teen readers

e Promote reading to teens

e Use social media to connect with teen readers



e Support teens' reading development

e Advocate for teen reading

Teen Reading Connections is the essential guide to
connecting with teen readers and helping them find the

books they'll love.



Chapter 1: Connecting with Teen

Readers

1. Understanding Teen Reading Habits

Teenagers are a diverse group of readers with a wide
range of interests and reading habits. Some teens love
to read, while others may only read when they have to.
Some teens prefer fiction, while others prefer
nonfiction. Some teens like to read books that are
popular and trendy, while others prefer to read classics

or books that are off the beaten path.

So what are some of the key things to know about teen

reading habits? Here are a few key points:

e Teens are reading more than ever before. In
fact, a recent study found that teens are reading
more books than they did a decade ago. This is
likely due to the increasing popularity of e-books
and audiobooks, which make it easier for teens

to read on their own time and at their own pace.
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e Teens are reading more diverse books. Teens
are increasingly reading books that feature
characters from different backgrounds and
cultures, which can help them to develop a more
culturally inclusive worldview.

e Teens are reading books that are more
challenging. Teens often gravitate towards
books that challenge them intellectually and
emotionally. They are more likely to read books
that explore important social issues, such as
racism, sexism, and poverty.

e Teens are using social media to connect with
other readers. Social media can be a great way
for teens to find out about new books, connect
with other readers, and share their thoughts on

what they're reading.

It's important to note that there is no one-size-fits-all
approach to encouraging teen reading. Some teens may

need more encouragement to read than others. It's also



important to be aware of the different reading habits
and interests of different teens. By understanding teen
reading habits, you can better help them to find books
that they'll love and that will help them to grow as

readers.

Here are a few tips for understanding teen reading

habits:

e Talk to teens about what they're reading. Ask
them what they're interested in, what they're
reading for school, and what they like and dislike

about different books.

e Observe teens in their reading environment.
Pay attention to what books they're reading,
where they're reading, and how they're reading.

e Use data to track teen reading habits. Keep
track of what books teens are checking out from
the library, what books they're buying, and what

books they're talking about on social media.



By understanding teen reading habits, you can better
help them to find books that they'll love and that will

help them to grow as readers.
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Chapter 1: Connecting with Teen

Readers

2. Building a Teen-Friendly Reading Space

Teenagers are often drawn to spaces that are

comfortable, inviting, and visually appealing. When

creating a teen reading space, it's important to keep

these factors in mind. Here are a few tips for building a

teen-friendly reading space:

Choose comfortable furniture. Make sure there
are plenty of comfortable places to sit and read.
This could include bean bags, couches,
armchairs, or even hammocks.

Create a welcoming atmosphere. The space
should be well-lit and inviting. Consider adding
some plants, artwork, or other decorations that
will make the space feel more comfortable and

welcoming.
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e Have a variety of reading materials. Make sure
there is a wide variety of reading materials
available, including books, magazines,
newspapers, and graphic novels. You should also
have a variety of genres represented, so that
there is something for everyone.

e Promote the space. Let teens know about the
reading space and encourage them to use it. You
could do this by creating posters or flyers, or by
talking about the space in school announcements

or newsletters.

By following these tips, you can create a teen-friendly

reading space that will encourage teens to read more.

One great example of a teen-friendly reading space is
the Teen Space at the New York Public Library. The
Teen Space is a dedicated space for teens aged 12-18.
The space is bright and inviting, with comfortable

furniture, a variety of reading materials, and even a
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recording studio. The Teen Space is a popular place for

teens to hang out, read, and learn.

Another great example of a teen-friendly reading space
is the Teen Zone at the San Antonio Public Library. The
Teen Zone is a dedicated space for teens aged 13-19.
The space is designed to be a safe and welcoming place
for teens to read, study, and socialize. The Teen Zone
has a variety of comfortable seating options, as well as
a collection of books, magazines, and computers. The
Teen Zone also offers a variety of programs and events
for teens, such as author visits, book clubs, and gaming

tournaments.

These are just two examples of teen-friendly reading
spaces. There are many other great examples out there.
If you are looking for ideas for creating a teen-friendly
reading space, be sure to check out the websites of your

local library or bookstore.
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Chapter 1: Connecting with Teen

Readers

3. The Power of Booktalking

Booktalking is a powerful way to connect with teen
readers and get them excited about reading. It's a
simple but effective way to share your passion for
books with teens and help them find books that they'll

love.

Booktalking is simply talking about a book in a way
that makes it sound interesting and engaging. It's not
about giving a boring summary of the plot, but rather
about sharing your personal thoughts and feelings

about the book and why you think teens would enjoy it.

There are many different ways to booktalk. You can do
it one-on-one with a teen, or you can do it to a group.
You can booktalk in person, or you can do it online. No

matter how you choose to do it, the most important
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thing is to be yourself and to share your genuine

enthusiasm for the book.
Booktalking is a great way to:

e Introduce teens to new books and authors
e Get teens excited about reading

e Help teens find books that they'll love

e  Build relationships with teens

e  Promote literacy

If you're looking for a way to connect with teen readers
and get them excited about reading, booktalking is a

great place to start.
Here are some tips for effective booktalking:

e Choose books that you're passionate about. If you
don't love the book, it will be hard to get teens
excited about it.

e Know your audience. Consider the age, interests,

and reading level of the teens you're talking to.
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e Be yourself. Don't try to be someone you're not.
Teens will be able to tell if you're being fake.

e Beengaging. Use your voice, your body language,
and your passion to bring the book to life.

e Share your personal thoughts and feelings about
the book. Tell teens why you loved it, what you
learned from it, and why you think they'll enjoy
it.

e Ask questions. Get teens talking about the book
and sharing their own thoughts and feelings.

e Be patient. It may take some time to find the
right book for each teen. Don't give up if you

don't see results immediately.

Booktalking is a powerful tool that can help you
connect with teen readers and get them excited about
reading. With a little practice, you'll be able to booktalk
like a pro and make a real difference in the lives of

teens.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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