
Writings on Music

Introduction

Music  is  a  universal  language that  has  the power to 

transcend boundaries, cultures, and generations. It can 

evoke  emotions,  inspire  creativity,  and  bring  people 

together. Writing about music can be a challenging but 

rewarding  endeavor,  and  it  can  take  many different 

forms, from scholarly research to personal essays.

This book is a guide to writing about music for anyone 

who wants  to  learn more about  this  fascinating  and 

complex  art  form.  Whether  you  are  a  student,  a 

musician, a music lover, or simply someone who wants 

to improve their writing skills, this book will provide 

you with the tools and techniques you need to write 

effectively about music.
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In the first part of the book, we will explore the basics 

of music writing, including the different types of music 

writing,  the  writing  process,  and  the  importance  of 

active listening.  We will  also discuss the elements of 

music, such as melody, harmony, rhythm, and texture, 

and how to analyze and interpret them.

In the second part of the book, we will focus on specific 

topics in music writing, such as music history, music 

theory,  music  performance,  music  education,  music 

criticism, and music and culture. We will explore the 

different approaches to writing about these topics and 

provide examples of effective music writing.

Throughout  the  book,  we  will  emphasize  the 

importance of clear and concise writing, as well as the 

use of vivid language and imagery to bring music to life 

on  the  page.  We  will  also  discuss  the  ethical 

considerations involved in music writing, such as the 

importance of  accuracy,  fairness,  and respect for the 

privacy of musicians and composers.
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Whether you are writing a research paper, a program 

note, a music review, or simply a personal reflection on 

your  favorite  song,  this  book  will  help  you  to  write 

about  music  in  a  way  that  is  both  informative  and 

engaging.  So pick up a pen or open your laptop and 

start writing!
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Book Description

Writing  about  music  can  be  a  challenging  but 

rewarding  endeavor,  and  it  can  take  many different 

forms, from scholarly research to personal essays. This 

comprehensive guide provides you with the tools and 

techniques you need to write effectively about music, 

whether you are a student, a musician, a music lover, 

or simply someone who wants to improve their writing 

skills.

In the first part of the book, you will learn the basics of 

music  writing,  including the different  types of  music 

writing,  the  writing  process,  and  the  importance  of 

active listening. You will also explore the elements of 

music, such as melody, harmony, rhythm, and texture, 

and how to analyze and interpret them.

In  the  second  part  of  the  book,  you  will  focus  on 

specific topics in music writing, such as music history, 

music  theory,  music  performance,  music  education, 
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music  criticism,  and  music  and  culture.  You  will 

explore the different approaches to writing about these 

topics and find examples of effective music writing.

Throughout  the  book,  you  will  find  helpful  tips  and 

advice on how to write clearly and concisely, use vivid 

language and imagery,  and avoid common pitfalls  in 

music  writing.  You  will  also  learn  about  the  ethical 

considerations involved in music writing, such as the 

importance of  accuracy,  fairness,  and respect for the 

privacy of musicians and composers.

Whether you are writing a research paper, a program 

note, a music review, or simply a personal reflection on 

your  favorite  song,  this  book  will  help  you  to  write 

about  music  in  a  way  that  is  both  informative  and 

engaging.  So pick up a pen or open your laptop and 

start writing!

Key Features:
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 Comprehensive coverage of all aspects of music 

writing

 Clear  and  concise  explanations  of  musical 

concepts

 Practical  tips  and  advice  on  how  to  write 

effectively about music

 Examples  of  effective  music  writing  from  a 

variety of sources

 Discussion of the ethical considerations involved 

in music writing

Target Audience:

 Students of music

 Musicians

 Music lovers

 Writers  who  want  to  improve  their  skills  in 

writing about music

6



 Chapter 1: The Art of Writing About 

Music

 The Importance of Music Writing

Music  writing is  an important  and multifaceted field 

that  encompasses  a  wide  range  of  activities,  from 

scholarly research to program notes to personal essays. 

It can serve many different purposes, including:

 Educating  and  informing: Music  writing  can 

help  to  educate  readers  about  music  history, 

theory,  and  performance.  It  can  also  provide 

insights  into  the  lives  and  works  of  musicians 

and composers.

 Promoting  and  preserving  music: Music 

writing can help to promote and preserve music 

by  making  it  more  accessible  to  a  wider 

audience. It can also help to raise awareness of 

the importance of music in society.
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 Documenting  musical  experiences: Music 

writing  can  be  a  way  for  people  to  document 

their own musical experiences, whether they are 

professional  musicians,  amateur  musicians,  or 

simply music lovers. It can also be a way to share 

these experiences with others.

 Analyzing  and  interpreting  music: Music 

writing  can  be  used  to  analyze  and  interpret 

music, both for academic and personal purposes. 

It can help to deepen our understanding of music 

and  the  ways  in  which  it  can  be  used  to 

communicate and express emotions.

Music writing is also an important tool for musicians 

and composers. It can help them to:

 Develop  their  musical  skills: Writing  about 

music  can  help  musicians  and  composers  to 

develop their musical skills, such as their ability 

to analyze and interpret music, and their ability 
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to  communicate  their  ideas  about  music  to 

others.

 Promote  their  work: Music  writing  can  help 

musicians and composers to promote their work 

and  reach  a  wider  audience.  It  can  also  help 

them  to  connect  with  other  musicians  and 

composers and to learn from each other.

 Preserve their legacy: Music  writing can help 

musicians  and  composers  to  preserve  their 

legacy  by  documenting  their  work  and  their 

thoughts about music.

Overall,  music  writing  is  an  important  and  valuable 

field  that  can  serve  many  different  purposes.  It  can 

help  to  educate  and  inform  readers  about  music, 

promote  and  preserve  music,  document  musical 

experiences,  analyze  and  interpret  music,  and  help 

musicians  and  composers  to  develop  their  skills, 

promote their work, and preserve their legacy.
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Chapter  1:  The  Art  of  Writing  About 

Music

Different Types of Music Writing

Music  writing  can  take  many  different  forms,  from 

scholarly research to personal essays. Some of the most 

common types of music writing include:

 Music journalism: This type of writing includes 

music  reviews,  interviews  with  musicians,  and 

articles  about  music  trends  and  events.  Music 

journalism  is  often  found  in  newspapers, 

magazines, and online music publications.

 Music criticism: This type of writing provides an 

in-depth analysis and evaluation of music. Music 

criticism  can  be  found  in  scholarly  journals, 

music magazines, and online music publications.

 Music history: This type of writing explores the 

history of music, from the earliest forms of music 

to  the  present  day.  Music  history  books  and 
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articles can be found in libraries, bookstores, and 

online.

 Music theory: This type of writing explains the 

technical  aspects  of  music,  such  as  harmony, 

melody,  and  rhythm.  Music  theory  books  and 

articles can be found in libraries, bookstores, and 

online.

 Music education: This type of writing provides 

instruction  on  how  to  play  music,  compose 

music,  and understand music.  Music  education 

books  and  articles  can  be  found  in  libraries, 

bookstores, and online.

 Personal  essays  about  music: This  type  of 

writing shares the author's personal experiences 

with music. Personal essays about music can be 

found  in  blogs,  online  forums,  and  literary 

magazines.

No  matter  what  type  of  music  writing  you  are 

interested  in,  there  are  many  resources  available  to 
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help  you  learn  more  about  it.  You  can  find  books, 

articles,  and online resources on all  aspects of music 

writing.  You  can  also  take  classes  or  workshops  on 

music writing.

Tips for Writing About Music

Here are a few tips for writing about music:

 Listen to a lot of music. The more music you 

listen to,  the better you will  understand it  and 

the easier it will be to write about it.

 Learn  about  music  theory. Music  theory  can 

help you to understand the technical aspects of 

music, which will make it easier to write about 

music in a clear and concise way.

 Read  about  music. There  are  many  books, 

articles,  and  online  resources  available  on  all 

aspects of music. Reading about music can help 

you to learn more about the history, theory, and 

criticism of music.
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 Write  about  music  regularly. The  more  you 

write about music, the better you will become at 

it.  Try  to  write  about  music  in  different  ways, 

such as writing reviews, essays, and blog posts.

 Get  feedback  on  your  writing. Ask  friends, 

family members, or other musicians to read your 

writing and give you feedback. This can help you 

to  identify  areas  where  you can improve your 

writing.

With practice, you can become a skilled writer about 

music. So start listening, learning, and writing today!
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Chapter  1:  The  Art  of  Writing  About 

Music

Finding Your Voice as a Music Writer

Every writer has a unique voice, a way of expressing 

themselves that is all their own. This is especially true 

for music writers, who must find a way to translate the 

sounds and emotions of music into words.

Finding your voice as a music writer takes time and 

practice. It means experimenting with different styles 

and techniques, and reading and listening to as much 

music as you can. It also means being willing to take 

risks and put yourself out there.

One of the best ways to find your voice is to write about 

music  that  you  are  passionate  about.  What  kind  of 

music do you love? What makes it special to you? Once 

you know what you love about music, you can start to 

write about it in a way that is personal and engaging.
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Another important aspect of finding your voice is to be 

yourself.  Don't  try to imitate other music writers.  Be 

honest about your own experiences and perspectives. 

The more authentic you are, the more your writing will 

resonate with readers.

Of course, finding your voice as a music writer is not 

always easy. There will be times when you feel stuck or 

uninspired.  But  if  you  keep  writing  and  keep 

practicing,  you will  eventually find your own unique 

voice.

Here are a few tips for finding your voice as a music 

writer:

 Write  about  music  that  you  are  passionate 

about. This  will  make  your  writing  more 

personal and engaging.

 Be  yourself. Don't  try  to  imitate  other  music 

writers. Be honest about your own experiences 

and perspectives.
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 Experiment  with  different  styles  and 

techniques. There is no one right way to write 

about music. Try different things until you find a 

style that feels natural to you.

 Read and listen to as much music as you can. 

This  will  help  you  to  develop  a  deeper 

understanding of music and to learn from other 

writers.

 Don't be afraid to take risks. The best writing 

often  comes  from taking  risks  and  trying  new 

things.

 Get feedback from others. Ask friends, family, 

or other writers to read your work and give you 

feedback.  This  can  help  you  to  identify  areas 

where you can improve. 
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 This extract presents the opening 

three sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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