The Great Debate

Introduction

The Irish question has been a source of conflict and
division for centuries. In the early 20th century, as the
British Empire faced growing unrest in Ireland, the
British government convened the Irish Convention in
an attempt to find a solution to the Irish question. The
Convention brought together representatives from all
sides of the Irish political spectrum, including
unionists, nationalists, and Sinn Féin. However, the
Convention ultimately failed to reach an agreement,

and the Irish question remained unresolved.

The Irish Convention was a significant event in Irish
history, and it played a role in shaping the course of
Anglo-Irish relations in the 20th century. The
Convention's failure to reach an agreement led to the

outbreak of the Irish War of Independence in 1919, and
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the eventual establishment of the Irish Free State in
1922. The partition of Ireland into Northern Ireland
and the Irish Free State also had a profound impact on
the history of the island, and it remains a source of

division today.

The Irish Convention is a complex and fascinating
topic, and it has been the subject of much debate and
discussion over the years. This book provides a
comprehensive overview of the Convention, from its
origins to its ultimate failure. The book draws on a
wide range of sources, including archival material,
contemporary accounts, and secondary literature. It
also includes interviews with historians and other

experts on the Irish Convention.

This book is essential reading for anyone interested in
Irish history, Anglo-Irish relations, or the history of
nationalism and self-determination. It is also a valuable
resource for students of politics, history, and

international relations.



The Irish Convention was a pivotal moment in Irish
history. It brought together representatives from all
sides of the Irish political spectrum to discuss the
future of Ireland. However, the Convention ultimately
failed to reach an agreement, and the Irish question
remained unresolved. The failure of the Convention
had a profound impact on the course of Anglo-Irish
relations in the 20th century, and it continues to be a

source of division today.

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the
Irish Convention, from its origins to its ultimate failure.
It draws on a wide range of sources, including archival
material, contemporary accounts, and secondary
literature. It also includes interviews with historians
and other experts on the Irish Convention. This book is
essential reading for anyone interested in Irish history,
Anglo-Irish relations, or the history of nationalism and
self-determination. It is also a valuable resource for

students of politics, history, and international relations.



Book Description

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the
Irish Convention, a significant event in Irish history
that took place from 1917 to 1918. The Convention was
convened by the British government in an attempt to
find a solution to the Irish question, which had been a

source of conflict and division for centuries.

The book draws on a wide range of sources, including
archival material, contemporary accounts, and
secondary literature. It also includes interviews with
historians and other experts on the Irish Convention.
The book provides a detailed account of the
Convention's origins, its composition, its proceedings,

and its ultimate failure.

The Irish Convention brought together representatives
from all sides of the Irish political spectrum, including
unionists, nationalists, and Sinn Féin. However, the

Convention was unable to reach an agreement on the



future of Ireland, and it ultimately failed to resolve the
Irish question. The failure of the Convention had a
profound impact on the course of Anglo-Irish relations
in the 20th century, and it remains a source of division

today.

This book is essential reading for anyone interested in
Irish history, Anglo-Irish relations, or the history of
nationalism and self-determination. It is also a valuable
resource for students of politics, history, and

international relations.

The book provides a comprehensive overview of the
Irish Convention, from its origins to its ultimate failure.
It draws on a wide range of sources, including archival
material, contemporary accounts, and secondary
literature. It also includes interviews with historians
and other experts on the Irish Convention. This book is
essential reading for anyone interested in Irish history,

Anglo-Irish relations, or the history of nationalism and



self-determination. It is also a valuable resource for

students of politics, history, and international relations.

This book is a major contribution to the study of the
Irish Convention. It provides a comprehensive and
insightful analysis of the Convention's origins,
proceedings, and failure. The book also sheds new light
on the complex relationship between Ireland and
Britain in the early 20th century. This book is essential
reading for anyone interested in Irish history, Anglo-
Irish relations, or the history of nationalism and self-

determination.



Chapter 1: The Gathering Storm

Topic 1: The Rise of Nationalism

The rise of nationalism in Ireland in the 19th and early
20th centuries was a complex and multifaceted
phenomenon. It was driven by a number of factors,

including economic, social, and political changes.

One of the most important factors was the Great
Famine of 1845-1851, which caused widespread death
and poverty in Ireland. The Famine led to a decline in
the Irish population and a loss of faith in British rule. It
also led to an increase in emigration, as many Irish

people left Ireland in search of a better life.

Another factor that contributed to the rise of
nationalism was the growth of the Irish middle class.
The middle class was increasingly frustrated with
British rule, as they felt that they were not represented

in the British Parliament. They also resented the



economic policies of the British government, which

they felt favored British interests over Irish interests.

Finally, the rise of nationalism was also fueled by the
activities of Irish nationalists such as Charles Stewart
Parnell and Arthur Griffith. These men argued that
Ireland should be an independent country, free from
British rule. They founded organizations such as the
Irish National League and Sinn Féin, which worked to

promote the cause of Irish independence.

By the early 20th century, nationalism was a powerful
force in Irish society. It was a major factor in the Irish
Convention of 1917-1918, which was convened in an
attempt to find a solution to the Irish question. The
Convention ultimately failed to reach an agreement,
but it played a significant role in shaping the course of

Anglo-Irish relations in the 20th century.

The rise of nationalism in Ireland was a complex and
multifaceted phenomenon. It was driven by a number

of factors, including economic, social, and political
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changes. By the early 20th century, nationalism was a
powerful force in Irish society, and it played a major
role in shaping the course of Anglo-Irish relations in

the 20th century.



Chapter 1: The Gathering Storm

Topic 2: The Home Rule Movement

The Home Rule Movement was a political movement in
Ireland that sought to establish a devolved government
for Ireland within the United Kingdom. The movement
originated in the late 19th century, and it gained
momentum in the early 20th century as the Irish
Parliamentary Party (IPP) won a series of electoral

victories.

The IPP was a political party that represented Irish
nationalist interests in the British Parliament. The
party's goal was to secure Home Rule for Ireland,
which would have given Ireland its own parliament
and government, while still remaining part of the

United Kingdom.

The Home Rule Movement was opposed by the
unionists, who were a group of Irish Protestants who

wanted to maintain the union between Ireland and
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Great Britain. The unionists argued that Home Rule
would lead to the eventual separation of Ireland from

the United Kingdom.

The Home Rule Movement reached its peak in 1912,
when the IPP won a majority of the Irish seats in the
British Parliament. However, the unionists were able to
block the passage of the Home Rule Bill in the House of
Lords. This led to a political crisis, which was
eventually resolved by the outbreak of World War I in
1914.

The Home Rule Movement had a profound impact on
Irish history. It helped to raise awareness of the Irish
question, and it contributed to the eventual

establishment of the Irish Free State in 1922.
The Home Rule Movement and the Irish Convention

The Irish Convention was convened in 1917 in an
attempt to find a solution to the Irish question. The

Convention brought together representatives from all
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sides of the Irish political spectrum, including
unionists, nationalists, and Sinn Féin. However, the
Convention ultimately failed to reach an agreement,

and the Irish question remained unresolved.

The failure of the Convention was due to a number of
factors, including the deep divisions between unionists
and nationalists. The unionists were determined to
maintain the union between Ireland and Great Britain,
while the nationalists were determined to achieve

Home Rule or independence for Ireland.

The failure of the Convention also had a profound
impact on Irish history. It led to the outbreak of the
Irish War of Independence in 1919, and the eventual

establishment of the Irish Free State in 1922.
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Chapter 1: The Gathering Storm

Topic 3: The Outbreak of World War I

The outbreak of World War I in 1914 had a profound
impact on the Irish question. The war divided Irish
opinion, with some supporting the British war effort
and others opposed to it. The war also led to a rise in
Irish nationalism and a renewed demand for Irish

independence.

The Irish Parliamentary Party (IPP), the main
nationalist party in Ireland at the time, initially
supported the British war effort. However, as the war
dragged on and the death toll mounted, support for the
war began to wane among Irish nationalists. The IPP
also became increasingly critical of the British
government's handling of the war, particularly its

decision to introduce conscription in Ireland.

Sinn Féin, a more radical nationalist party, opposed the

war from the outset. Sinn Féin argued that Ireland had
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no quarrel with Germany and that Irishmen should not
be forced to fight in a war that was not their own. Sinn
Féin also called for Ireland to be granted independence

from Britain.

The war also had a significant impact on the Irish
economy. The disruption of trade caused widespread
unemployment and poverty. The war also led to a rise
in inflation, which made it difficult for people to afford

basic necessities.

The outbreak of World War I marked a turning point in
the history of the Irish question. The war divided Irish
opinion and led to a rise in Irish nationalism. The war
also had a significant impact on the Irish economy.
These factors would all play a role in the subsequent
Irish War of Independence and the eventual

establishment of the Irish Free State.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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