
Serger – Your Personal Guide

Introduction

Welcome  to  the  world  of  serging!  Whether  you're  a 

seasoned  pro  or  just  starting  out,  this  book  has 

everything you need to master this versatile machine.

Sergers, also known as overlockers, are a great way to 

add a professional touch to your sewing projects. They 

can be used to  create a  variety of  seams,  hems,  and 

decorative  stitches,  and  they're  perfect  for  working 

with knits and other stretchy fabrics.

In  this  book,  Pasquale  De  Marco  will  take  you  on  a 

comprehensive journey through the world of serging. 

You'll learn everything you need to know to get started, 

from  choosing  the  right  serger  for  your  needs  to 

threading the machine and operating it properly. You'll 
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also learn a variety of serging techniques, from basic 

seams to advanced decorative stitches.

Pasquale De Marco has been sewing for over 25 years, 

and she has a passion for sharing her knowledge and 

expertise with others. She's written numerous articles 

and books on sewing, and she's a popular instructor at 

sewing guilds and workshops across the country.

In this book, Pasquale De Marco has compiled all of her 

best  serging  tips  and  tricks  into  one  easy-to-follow 

guide. You'll find everything you need to know to get 

started with serging, from choosing the right machine 

to troubleshooting common problems.

So what are you waiting for? Grab your serger and let's 

get started!

What You'll Learn in This Book

 The basics  of  serging,  including how to choose 

the right machine, how to thread it, and how to 

operate it properly
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 A  variety  of  serging  techniques,  from  basic 

seams to advanced decorative stitches

 How to serge different types of fabrics, including 

knits, wovens, and stretch fabrics

 How to troubleshoot common serging problems

 Tips and tricks  for  getting the most  from your 

serger

Who This Book Is For

This book is perfect for anyone who wants to learn how 

to  use  a  serger.  Whether  you're  a  beginner  or  an 

experienced  sewer,  you'll  find something  to  learn in 

this book.

If  you're  a  beginner,  this  book  will  teach  you 

everything  you  need  to  know  to  get  started  with 

serging. You'll learn how to choose the right machine, 

how to thread it, and how to operate it properly. You'll 

also learn a variety of basic serging techniques.
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If you're an experienced sewer, this book will help you 

take your serging skills to the next level.  You'll  learn 

advanced  serging  techniques,  how  to  serge  different 

types  of  fabrics,  and  how  to  troubleshoot  common 

problems. You'll also find tips and tricks for getting the 

most from your serger.
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Book Description

If you're looking for a comprehensive guide to serging, 

look  no  further!  Pasquale  De  Marco's  Serger  –  Your 

Personal  Guide  has  everything  you need to  know to 

master this versatile machine.

Whether you're a beginner or an experienced sewer, 

you'll find something to learn in this book. Pasquale De 

Marco  covers  everything  from  choosing  the  right 

serger  for  your  needs  to  threading the  machine and 

operating  it  properly.  You'll  also  learn  a  variety  of 

serging  techniques,  from  basic  seams  to  advanced 

decorative stitches.

Pasquale De Marco has been sewing for over 25 years, 

and she has a passion for sharing her knowledge and 

expertise with others. She's written numerous articles 

and books on sewing, and she's a popular instructor at 

sewing guilds and workshops across the country.
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In Serger –  Your Personal  Guide,  Pasquale De Marco 

has compiled all of her best serging tips and tricks into 

one  easy-to-follow  guide.  You'll  find  everything  you 

need to know to get started with serging, from choosing 

the  right  machine  to  troubleshooting  common 

problems.

What You'll Learn in This Book

 The basics  of  serging,  including how to choose 

the right machine, how to thread it, and how to 

operate it properly

 A  variety  of  serging  techniques,  from  basic 

seams to advanced decorative stitches

 How to serge different types of fabrics, including 

knits, wovens, and stretch fabrics

 How to troubleshoot common serging problems

 Tips and tricks  for  getting the most  from your 

serger
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Who This Book Is For

This book is perfect for anyone who wants to learn how 

to  use  a  serger.  Whether  you're  a  beginner  or  an 

experienced  sewer,  you'll  find something  to  learn in 

this book.

If  you're  a  beginner,  this  book  will  teach  you 

everything  you  need  to  know  to  get  started  with 

serging. You'll learn how to choose the right machine, 

how to thread it, and how to operate it properly. You'll 

also learn a variety of basic serging techniques.

If you're an experienced sewer, this book will help you 

take your serging skills to the next level.  You'll  learn 

advanced  serging  techniques,  how  to  serge  different 

types  of  fabrics,  and  how  to  troubleshoot  common 

problems. You'll also find tips and tricks for getting the 

most from your serger.
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Bonus

As  a  bonus,  you'll  also  get  access  to  a  free  online 

serging  course  taught  by  Pasquale  De Marco.  In  this 

course, you'll learn even more about serging, including 

how to  use  different  serger  attachments  and how to 

create your own serging projects.

So what are you waiting for? Order your copy of Serger 

– Your Personal Guide today and start  serging like a 

pro!
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Chapter 1: Meet Your Serger

The Anatomy of a Serger

Sergers,  unlike  standard  home  domesticsewing 

machines, have several loopers that work together to 

create  a  number  of  different  stitches.  The  most 

common serger  stitches  are  the  two-thread overedge 

seam, the three-thread overedge seam, and the four-

thread overedge seam.

Needle

The needle is the part of the serger that makes the hole 

in  the  fabric,  and a  serger  usually  has  two or  more 

needles.  Most  sergers  can  use  either  a  straight  or 

overlock  needle.  Serger  needles  are  available  in  a 

variety of sizes, from very fine to very thick, and each 

size is designed for different types of fabric.
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Upper Looper

The upper  looper  is  responsible  for  creating  the  top 

thread loop that forms the bulk of the overedge seam. 

The  upper  looper  moves  in  a  horizontal  direction, 

wrapping the thread around a hook and then passing it 

through the hole created by the needle.

Lower Looper

The lower looper is responsible for creating the bottom 

thread loop that forms the base of the overedge seam. 

The  lower  looper  moves  in  a  vertical  direction, 

wrapping the thread around a hook and then passing it 

through the hole created by the needle.

Knife

The knife is responsible for trimming the seam as it is 

sewn. Knife size varies from machine to machine, but 

all knives are sharp and should be handled with care.
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Differential feed

Differential feed involves two sets of feed dogs, one set 

feeding the fabric from the front of the serger, and the 

other  set  feeding  the  fabric  from  the  back.  The 

differential feed is used to control the amount of fabric 

that is pulled into the serger. If the differential feed is 

set to zero, the front and back feed dogs will move at 

the same speed, and the fabric will  be sewn without 

any gathering or puckering. If the differential feed is 

set to a positive number, the front feed dogs will move 

faster than the back feed dogs, and the fabric will be 

gathered.  If  the  differential  feed  is  set  to  a  negative 

number, the back feed dogs will move faster than the 

front feed dogs, and the fabric will be puckered.

Presser foot

The presser foot  holds the fabric  in place while it  is 

being sewn. There are a variety of different presser feet 

available for sergers, each one designed for a specific 

type of fabric or seam.
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Tension settings

Tension  settings  are  used  to  control  the  amount  of 

thread that is used in the seam. The tension settings are 

adjusted using a series of knobs located on the front of 

the serger.
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Chapter 1: Meet Your Serger

Choosing the Right Serger for Your Needs

Choosing  the  right  serger  for  your  needs  is  an 

important decision.  There are many different models 

and brands of sergers on the market, so it's important 

to do your research before you make a purchase.

Consider  your  skill  level. If  you're  a  beginner,  you 

may want to choose a serger that is easy to use and has 

a lot of features to help you get started. If you're more 

experienced,  you  may  want  a  serger  that  has  more 

advanced features and capabilities.

Consider the types of fabrics you'll be sewing. Some 

sergers  are  better  suited  for  certain  types  of  fabrics 

than others. For example, if you plan on sewing a lot of 

knits, you'll need a serger that is designed for stretch 

fabrics.

Consider your budget. Sergers can range in price from 

a few hundred dollars to several thousand dollars. It's 
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important to set a budget before you start shopping so 

that you don't overspend.

Do your research. Once you've considered your skill 

level,  the types of  fabrics  you'll  be sewing,  and your 

budget,  you  can  start  doing  your  research.  Read 

reviews of  different  sergers  online  and talk  to  other 

sewers to get their recommendations.

Try before you buy. If possible, try out a few different 

sergers before you make a purchase. This will help you 

get  a  feel  for  the  different  models  and  features  and 

make sure that  you choose the right  serger for  your 

needs.

Here are some additional tips for choosing the right 

serger:

 Choose a serger that has a good warranty. This 

will protect you in case the serger breaks down.
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 Make sure the serger comes with a manual and 

instructional DVD. This will help you learn how 

to use the serger properly.

 Consider  buying  a  serger  that  has  a  built-in 

thread cutter. This will save you time and hassle.

 Choose  a  serger  that  is  easy  to  clean  and 

maintain. This will help you keep your serger in 

good working condition.

By following these tips, you can choose the right serger 

for your needs and enjoy years of trouble-free sewing.
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Chapter 1: Meet Your Serger

Set Up Basics

Now that you have chosen the perfect serger for your 

needs, it's time to set it up. Ideally, you should have a 

dedicated space in your sewing room or area where 

you can keep your serger set up and ready to use. This 

will  help  you avoid having to  set  it  up and break it 

down each time you want to use it.

When you're ready to set up your serger, find a sturdy, 

level surface to place it on. Make sure the area is well-

lit and free of clutter. You'll also need to connect your 

serger to a power outlet.

Once your serger is in place, you can start threading it. 

This  process  can  be  a  little  tricky  at  first,  but  it's 

important to do it correctly to ensure that your serger 

stitches properly. You can refer to your serger's manual 

for specific instructions on how to thread it.
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Once  your  serger  is  threaded,  you  can  start  making 

some test stitches. This will help you to get a feel for 

how  your  serger  works  and  to  make  sure  that 

everything is working properly.

Here are a few tips for setting up your serger:

 Make sure that the serger is placed on a sturdy, 

level surface.

 Connect the serger to a power outlet.

 Thread  the  serger  according  to  the 

manufacturer's instructions.

 Make some test stitches to ensure that the serger 

is working properly.

 Keep your serger clean and well-maintained.

By following these tips, you can ensure that your serger 

is set up properly and ready to use.

What You'll Need to Set Up Your Serger

In addition to your serger, you will need a few other 

supplies to set it up properly. These include:

17



 Thread

 Needles

 Bobbins

 Scissors

 A tape measure

 A seam guide

 A serger manual

You can purchase these supplies at most fabric stores 

or online.

Troubleshooting Set Up Problems

If  you  are  having  problems  setting  up  your  serger, 

there are a few things you can check.

 Make sure that the serger is threaded correctly.

 Make  sure  that  the  needles  are  inserted 

correctly.

 Make sure that the bobbins are wound correctly.

 Make sure that the tension is set correctly.

 Make sure that the stitch length is set correctly.
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If you are still having problems, you can refer to your 

serger's  manual  or  contact  the  manufacturer  for 

assistance.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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