Underneath the Rising Sun: Crime,

Corruption, and the Yakuza in Japan

Introduction

In the vibrant and enigmatic tapestry of Japanese
society, there lies a darker underbelly—a world of
organized crime, corruption, and violence. It is a world
where the Yakuza, Japan's notorious mafia, holds sway,
their tentacles reaching into every corner of the
country's economy and culture. This book delves into
the shadowy realm of Japanese crime, exploring its

history, its players, and its impact on society.

From the origins and structure of the Yakuza to their
involvement in everything from drug trafficking to
prostitution and extortion, we uncover the inner
workings of this secretive organization. We meet the

charismatic and ruthless bosses who rule with an iron



fist, and the loyal soldiers who carry out their every
command. We witness the brutal turf wars that erupt
between rival gangs, and the devastating consequences

for those caught in the crossfire.

But the Yakuza's influence extends far beyond its own
ranks. It permeates the legitimate world of business
and politics, corrupting officials and manipulating
markets. It exploits the vulnerable, preying on the
weak and the desperate. And it casts a long shadow
over Japanese society, fostering a culture of fear and

distrust.

In the chapters that follow, we will explore the many
facets of Japanese crime. We will examine the rise and
fall of the bubble economy, and the role it played in
fueling corruption. We will investigate the devastating
Kobe earthquake and its aftermath, and the challenges
it posed for law enforcement. We will delve into the
dark world of the Okinawan Mafia, and the unique

challenges it presents to the Japanese police.



Through a combination of meticulous research and
gripping storytelling, this book provides an
unprecedented look into the underbelly of Japanese
society. It is a cautionary tale about the corrosive
effects of crime and corruption, and a testament to the

resilience of the human spirit in the face of adversity.



Book Description

Underneath the Rising Sun: Crime, Corruption, and
the Yakuza in Japan is a gripping exploration of the
dark underbelly of Japanese society, where organized
crime, corruption, and violence thrive. From the
notorious Yakuza mafia to the shadowy world of the
Okinawan Mafia, this book delves into the hidden

corners of Japan's criminal landscape.

Through meticulous research and gripping storytelling,
Pasquale De Marco paints a vivid picture of the
Yakuza's iron-fisted rule, the devastating impact of the
Kobe earthquake, and the challenges facing Japanese
law enforcement in the face of a changing criminal

landscape.

This book is not merely a catalog of crime and
corruption; it is a cautionary tale about the corrosive
effects of these forces on society. It examines the ways

in which organized crime exploits the vulnerable,



preys on the weak, and casts a long shadow over

Japanese culture.

But it is also a testament to the resilience of the human
spirit in the face of adversity. Underneath the Rising
Sun: Crime, Corruption, and the Yakuza in Japan shines
a light on the individuals and organizations working
tirelessly to combat crime and corruption, and to build

a more just and equitable society.

Whether you are a student of criminology, a law
enforcement professional, or simply someone
fascinated by the darker side of human nature,
Underneath the Rising Sun: Crime, Corruption, and the
Yakuza in Japan is an essential read. It is a powerful
and thought-provoking work that will leave you with a
deep understanding of the complexities of Japanese

crime and its impact on society.



Chapter 1: The Yakuza Underworld

The Origins and History of the Yakuza

The Yakuza, Japan's notorious mafia, has a long and
complex history that dates back to the 17th century.
The origins of the Yakuza can be traced to two distinct
groups: the tekiya, who were peddlers and street

vendors, and the bakuto, who were gamblers.

The tekiya were often involved in petty crime and
violence, and they formed loose-knit groups to protect
themselves. The bakuto, on the other hand, were more
organized and had a strict code of honor. They often
operated gambling dens and engaged in other forms of

illegal activity.

Over time, the tekiya and bakuto began to merge,
forming the Yakuza as we know it today. The Yakuza
adopted the tekiya's violent methods and the bakuto's
code of honor. They also developed a complex system

of rituals and traditions that govern their behavior.
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The Yakuza rose to prominence during the Edo period
(1603-1868), when Japan was ruled by a feudal military
government. The Yakuza filled a void in the social
order by providing protection and services to those
who were outside the reach of the law. They also
played a role in the distribution of goods and services,

and they often acted as enforcers for local businesses.

After the Meiji Restoration in 1868, the Yakuza were
initially suppressed by the new government. However,
they quickly rebounded and regained their power. In
the early 20th century, the Yakuza became involved in
a variety of criminal activities, including prostitution,

gambling, and drug trafficking.

During World War II, the Yakuza were used by the
Japanese government to spy on Allied forces and to
carry out other illicit activities. After the war, the
Yakuza continued to grow in power and influence.
They became involved in legitimate businesses, such as

real estate and construction, and they also expanded



their criminal activities into new areas, such as white-

collar crime and cybercrime.

Today, the Yakuza is one of the most powerful
organized crime syndicates in the world. They have an
estimated membership of over 100,000, and they
control a vast network of criminal enterprises. The
Yakuza are a major threat to public safety in Japan, and

they continue to pose a challenge to law enforcement.



Chapter 1: The Yakuza Underworld

The Structure and Hierarchy of the Yakuza

The Yakuza, Japan's notorious mafia, is a highly
structured and hierarchical organization. At the top of
the pyramid sits the oyabun, or "godfather,” who
commands absolute loyalty from his subordinates.
Below the oyabun are the wakagashira, or
"lieutenants,"” who oversee the day-to-day operations of

the clan.

The Yakuza is divided into several different clans, each
with its own territory and sphere of influence. The
largest and most powerful clan is the Yamaguchi-gumi,
which has over 10,000 members and operates
throughout Japan. Other major clans include the

Sumiyoshi-kai, the Inagawa-kai, and the Kudo-kai.

Within each clan, there is a strict hierarchy of ranks.
The oyabun is at the top, followed by the wakagashira,

the saiko-komon, or "senior advisers,"” and the shatei,
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or "junior advisers." Below the shatei are the kobun, or
"soldiers,” who make up the bulk of the Yakuza's

membership.

The Yakuza's hierarchy is based on a system of oyabun-
kobun, or "parent-child," relationships. The oyabun is
the father figure of the clan, and his kobun are his
children. This relationship is based on loyalty, respect,
and obedience. The kobun are expected to follow the
oyabun's orders without question, and the oyabun is

expected to protect and provide for his kobun.

The Yakuza's hierarchy is a reflection of the
organization's rigid code of honor. The Yakuza believe
in loyalty, discipline, and respect for tradition. They are
also fiercely protective of their territory and their
members. Any threat to the Yakuza's honor or territory

is met with swift and brutal retaliation.
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Chapter 1: The Yakuza Underworld

The Yakuza's Involvement in Crime

The Yakuza are Japan's notorious organized crime
syndicates, with a long and bloody history of
involvement in a wide range of criminal activities.
From their origins as gambling and prostitution rings
in the 17th century, the Yakuza have evolved into
sophisticated criminal organizations with a vast
network of illicit businesses and connections to

legitimate society.

One of the Yakuza's most lucrative criminal enterprises
is drug trafficking. The Yakuza control a significant
portion of the drug trade in Japan, importing and
distributing illegal drugs such as methamphetamine,
cocaine, and heroin. They also have close ties to drug
cartels in other countries, such as China and South

America.
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Another major source of income for the Yakuza is
extortion. They extort money from businesses and
individuals through threats of violence or other forms
of intimidation. The Yakuza also engage in loan
sharking, charging exorbitant interest rates on loans to

desperate borrowers.

The Yakuza are also involved in a variety of other
criminal activities, including prostitution, gambling,
and weapons trafficking. They have a strong presence
in the entertainment industry, and they often use their
influence to manipulate the outcome of sporting events

and other forms of entertainment.

The Yakuza's involvement in crime has a devastating
impact on Japanese society. Drug addiction, violence,
and corruption are all major problems that are directly
linked to the Yakuza's activities. The Yakuza also
undermine the rule of law and create a climate of fear

and distrust.
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The Japanese government has made some progress in
combating the Yakuza, but the syndicates remain a
powerful force in Japanese society. The Yakuza have
deep roots in the community, and they have a vast
network of supporters and informants. They are also
able to adapt to changing law enforcement tactics, and
they often find new ways to launder their money and

hide their assets.

The fight against the Yakuza is an ongoing one, and it is
likely to continue for many years to come. However,
the Japanese government and law enforcement
agencies are determined to dismantle the Yakuza and

restore order to Japanese society.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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