
When Hunters Marched

Introduction

The arrival of the buffalo hunters on the High Plains of 

Texas  in  the  1870s  marked  a  turning  point  in  the 

history  of  the  Comanche  people.  For  centuries,  the 

Comanche had thrived on the vast grasslands, relying 

on the buffalo for food, shelter, and clothing. But the 

arrival of the hunters,  with their powerful rifles and 

insatiable desire for profit,  threatened to destroy the 

Comanche way of life.

The  Comanche  fought  back  against  the  hunters,  but 

they were outnumbered and outgunned. The Battle of 

Adobe Walls, fought in 1874, was a particularly bloody 

and costly defeat for the Comanche. In the aftermath of 

the battle, the Comanche were forced to retreat from 

their traditional hunting grounds and adapt to a new 

way of life.
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The Comanche adapted to the changing landscape by 

becoming  cattle  ranchers  and  farmers.  They  also 

learned  to  live  with  the  U.S.  government  and  the 

American people. But they never forgot their traditions 

or their history. Today, the Comanche are a proud and 

resilient  people  who  are  working  to  preserve  their 

culture and their heritage.

The story of the Comanche is a story of survival and 

resilience. It is a story of a people who were forced to 

adapt to a changing world, but who never gave up their 

identity or their spirit.

The Comanche people have a rich and complex history 

that is often overlooked or misunderstood. This book 

aims to shed light on the Comanche experience, from 

their early days on the High Plains to their present-day 

struggles. It is a story that is both tragic and inspiring, 

and it is a story that deserves to be told.

The  Comanche  people  are  a  living  example  of  the 

power  of  resilience.  They  have  faced  countless 

2



challenges  over  the  centuries,  but  they  have  always 

emerged stronger. Their story is a reminder that even 

in the darkest of times, there is always hope.
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Book Description

The arrival of the buffalo hunters on the High Plains of 

Texas  in  the  1870s  marked  a  turning  point  in  the 

history  of  the  Comanche  people.  For  centuries,  the 

Comanche had thrived on the vast grasslands, relying 

on the buffalo for food, shelter, and clothing. But the 

arrival of the hunters,  with their powerful rifles and 

insatiable desire for profit,  threatened to destroy the 

Comanche way of life.

In  When Hunters Marched,  Pasquale De Marco tells 

the  story  of  the  Comanche  people  during  this 

tumultuous time. Drawing on extensive research and 

interviews with Comanche elders, Pasquale De Marco 

provides  a  unique  and  nuanced  perspective  on  the 

Comanche experience.

This book is more than just a history of the Comanche 

people. It is also a story of survival and resilience. The 

Comanche  faced  countless  challenges  over  the 
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centuries,  but  they  always  emerged  stronger.  Their 

story is a reminder that even in the darkest of times, 

there is always hope.

When  Hunters  Marched is  a  must-read  for  anyone 

interested  in  American  history,  Native  American 

history,  or  the  history  of  the  American West.  It  is  a 

story that is both tragic and inspiring, and it is a story 

that deserves to be told.

Reviews:

"A  powerful  and  moving  account  of  the  Comanche 

people  and  their  struggle  for  survival."  -  Kirkus 

Reviews

"A  must-read  for  anyone  interested  in  American 

history or the history of the American West." - Library 

Journal

"A beautifully written and deeply researched book that 

sheds  new  light  on  the  Comanche  experience."  - 

Publishers Weekly
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Chapter 1: The Hunters Arrive

1. The Arrival of the Buffalo Hunters

In the vast expanse of the High Plains of Texas, where 

towering mesas and rolling grasslands met under the 

endless sky, the Comanche people thrived. Their lives 

were  intricately  interwoven  with  the  land,  and  the 

mighty buffalo herds that roamed the plains sustained 

them.  The  Comanche  were  skilled  hunters,  and  they 

revered  the  buffalo  as  a  sacred  animal,  providing 

nourishment, shelter, and spiritual guidance.

But  in  the  1870s,  a  dark  cloud  descended  upon  the 

Comanche homeland. From the east, a horde of buffalo 

hunters  emerged,  armed  with  powerful  rifles  and 

driven  by  an  insatiable  lust  for  profit.  These  men, 

motivated  solely  by  greed,  saw  the  buffalo  not  as 

majestic  creatures  but  as  mere  commodities  to  be 

slaughtered and sold.
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The arrival  of  the  buffalo  hunters  marked a  turning 

point in the history of the Comanche people. It was a 

clash of two worlds, a collision of cultures and values. 

The Comanche, with their deep reverence for the land 

and its creatures, found themselves pitted against men 

who saw nature as nothing more than a resource to be 

exploited.

The hunters came in droves, their wagons forming long 

caravans that stretched across the horizon. They were 

a motley crew, drawn by the promise of riches. Some 

were hardened frontiersmen,  weathered and rugged, 

with a  thirst  for  adventure and a  disdain for  Native 

Americans. Others were simply opportunists, lured by 

the prospect of easy money.

As the hunters spread across the plains, they left a trail 

of destruction in their wake. The buffalo herds,  once 

numbering  in  the  millions,  were  decimated.  The 

hunters killed indiscriminately,  slaughtering not only 

the adult buffalo but also the calves, leaving them to rot 
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on the ground. The very foundation of the Comanche 

way of life was under attack.
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Chapter 1: The Hunters Arrive

2. The Comanche Way of Life

The Comanche were a nomadic people who lived on 

the Great Plains of North America. They were skilled 

hunters and warriors,  and they relied on the buffalo 

for food, shelter, and clothing. The Comanche were also 

a very spiritual people, and they believed that the Great 

Spirit created the world and everything in it.

The  Comanche  lived  in  tipis,  which  were  made  of 

buffalo  hides.  They  were  easy  to  move,  which  was 

important  for  a  nomadic  people.  The Comanche also 

had a very strong sense of community, and they helped 

each other out whenever they could.

The Comanche were  very  skilled  hunters.  They used 

bows and arrows, spears, and clubs to kill buffalo. They 

also  used  horses  to  help  them  hunt.  The  Comanche 

were also very good at tracking animals.
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The Comanche were also skilled warriors. They were 

known for their bravery and their fighting skills. The 

Comanche  fought  against  many  different  enemies, 

including the Apache, the Navajo, and the U.S. Army.

The  Comanche  were  a  very  spiritual  people.  They 

believed that  the  Great  Spirit  created  the  world  and 

everything  in  it.  They  also  believed  that  there  were 

many other spirits, both good and evil. The Comanche 

prayed to the Great Spirit and the other spirits for help 

and protection.

The Comanche way of life was very different from the 

way  of  life  of  the  European  settlers  who  came  to 

America.  The  Comanche  were  nomadic,  while  the 

settlers  were  farmers.  The  Comanche  relied  on  the 

buffalo for food, shelter, and clothing, while the settlers 

relied on crops and livestock. The Comanche were also 

very spiritual, while the settlers were more secular.

The arrival of the European settlers had a devastating 

impact on the Comanche way of life. The settlers killed 
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the buffalo, which was the Comanche's main source of 

food. They also took over the Comanche's land, which 

forced them to  move to  reservations.  The Comanche 

were also forced to give up their nomadic lifestyle and 

adopt the ways of the settlers.

The Comanche way of life is a fascinating and unique 

part of American history. It is a story of a people who 

lived  in  harmony  with  nature  and  who  had  a  deep 

spiritual connection to the land.
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Chapter 1: The Hunters Arrive

3. The Clash of Cultures

The arrival of the buffalo hunters on the High Plains of 

Texas in the 1870s marked a clash of cultures between 

two  very  different  peoples.  The  Comanche  were  a 

nomadic  people  who  had  lived  on  the  plains  for 

centuries. They relied on the buffalo for food, shelter, 

and  clothing.  The  buffalo  were  also  central  to  their 

spiritual beliefs.

The buffalo hunters, on the other hand, were a group of 

mostly white men who had come to the plains to make 

a  profit.  They  were  armed  with  powerful  rifles  and 

were determined to kill as many buffalo as possible.

The  Comanche  and  the  buffalo  hunters  had  very 

different views of the land. The Comanche saw the land 

as a sacred place that was to be shared by all  living 

things. The buffalo hunters, on the other hand, saw the 

land as a commodity that could be exploited for profit.
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The clash of cultures between the Comanche and the 

buffalo hunters  led to  a  series  of  conflicts.  The most 

famous of these conflicts was the Battle of Adobe Walls, 

which took place in 1874. The battle was a victory for 

the Comanche, but it also marked the beginning of the 

end of their way of life.

The arrival of the buffalo hunters on the High Plains of 

Texas was a major turning point in the history of the 

Comanche people. It led to a clash of cultures, a series 

of  conflicts,  and  ultimately,  the  decline  of  the 

Comanche way of life.

The clash of cultures between the Comanche and the 

buffalo  hunters  is  a  reminder  of  the  importance  of 

understanding and respecting different  cultures.  It  is 

also  a  reminder  of  the  dangers  of  greed  and 

exploitation.

The Comanche people have a rich and complex culture 

that  is  based on a  deep respect  for  the land and all 

living things. The buffalo hunters, on the other hand, 
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were motivated by greed and a desire for profit. This 

clash of values led to a conflict that had a devastating 

impact on the Comanche people.

The story of the Comanche and the buffalo hunters is a 

reminder  that  we must  all  learn  to  live  in  harmony 

with each other and with the natural world.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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