
The Great Conquest of the Skies

Introduction

The  history  of  aviation  is  filled  with  stories  of 

innovation and daring, of men and women who pushed 

the boundaries of what was possible in the skies. One 

of the most fascinating chapters in this history is the 

story  of  the  autogiro,  a  unique  flying  machine  that 

combined  the  best  features  of  airplanes  and 

helicopters.

The autogiro was invented by Spanish engineer Juan de 

la  Cierva  in  the  early  20th  century.  Cierva  was 

fascinated by the idea of creating a flying machine that 

could take off and land vertically, like a helicopter, but 

could also fly forward at high speeds, like an airplane.

After  years  of  experimentation,  Cierva  finally 

succeeded in building a working autogiro in 1923. The 
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autogiro was a strange-looking machine, with a large, 

rotating wing mounted on top of a fuselage. The wing 

was  not  powered,  but  instead  rotated  freely  in  the 

airstream.  This  allowed  the  autogiro  to  take  off  and 

land vertically, without the need for a runway.

Once  in  the  air,  the  autogiro  could  fly  forward  at 

speeds of up to 120 miles per hour. The rotating wing 

provided lift,  while a small propeller mounted at the 

rear of the fuselage provided thrust. The autogiro was 

also very maneuverable,  and could be flown in tight 

circles or even backwards.

Cierva's invention quickly attracted the attention of the 

aviation world. In the 1920s and 1930s, autogiros were 

used  for  a  variety  of  purposes,  including 

reconnaissance, transportation, and search and rescue. 

Autogiros  were  also  used  in  a  number  of  sporting 

events, and even set several world records.

However, the autogiro's popularity began to decline in 

the  late  1930s,  as  helicopters  became  more  widely 
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available.  Helicopters  were  more  versatile  than 

autogiros, and could be used for a wider range of tasks. 

As a result, autogiros gradually fell out of use.

Today,  autogiros are still  used by a small  number of 

enthusiasts.  These  enthusiasts  are  drawn  to  the 

autogiro's  unique  combination  of  safety, 

maneuverability,  and  low  cost.  Autogiros  are  also 

popular with collectors, who appreciate their historical 

significance.

The autogiro is a fascinating chapter in the history of 

aviation.  It  is  a  testament  to  the  ingenuity  and 

perseverance  of  Juan de  la  Cierva,  and it  remains  a 

popular flying machine today.
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Book Description

The  Great  Conquest  of  the  Skies is  the  definitive 

guide  to  the  autogiro,  a  unique  flying  machine  that 

combines  the  best  features  of  airplanes  and 

helicopters.  The  autogiro  was  invented  by  Spanish 

engineer Juan de la Cierva in the early 20th century, 

and it  quickly  attracted the attention of  the aviation 

world. In the 1920s and 1930s, autogiros were used for 

a  variety  of  purposes,  including  reconnaissance, 

transportation, and search and rescue. Autogiros were 

also used in a number of sporting events, and even set 

several world records.

However, the autogiro's popularity began to decline in 

the  late  1930s,  as  helicopters  became  more  widely 

available.  Helicopters  were  more  versatile  than 

autogiros, and could be used for a wider range of tasks. 

As a result, autogiros gradually fell out of use.
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Today,  autogiros are still  used by a small  number of 

enthusiasts.  These  enthusiasts  are  drawn  to  the 

autogiro's  unique  combination  of  safety, 

maneuverability,  and  low  cost.  Autogiros  are  also 

popular with collectors, who appreciate their historical 

significance.

The  Great  Conquest  of  the  Skies is  the  most 

comprehensive  book  on  autogiros  ever  written.  It 

covers the history of the autogiro, from its invention to 

its  decline  in  popularity.  The  book  also  provides  a 

detailed  description  of  the  autogiro's  design  and 

operation. In addition, the book includes a number of 

first-hand  accounts  from  autogiro  pilots  and 

enthusiasts.

Whether  you  are  a  lifelong  aviation  enthusiast  or 

simply curious about this  fascinating flying machine, 

The Great Conquest of the Skies is the perfect book 

for you.

About the Author

5



Pasquale De Marco is a lifelong aviation enthusiast and 

historian. He has written extensively on the history of 

aviation, and his work has appeared in a number of 

aviation magazines and journals. Pasquale De Marco is 

also the author of several books on aviation, including 

The Great Conquest of the Skies.

6



Chapter 1: From Dreams to Reality

1. The Birth of an Idea

Since the dawn of time, humans have gazed up at the 

sky  with  a  sense  of  wonder  and  longing.  We  have 

dreamed  of  soaring  through  the  air  like  birds,  free 

from the constraints of gravity. For centuries, we have 

attempted  to  build  flying  machines,  but  with  little 

success.

But  in the early  20th century,  a  new era of  aviation 

dawned.  In 1903,  the Wright brothers made the first 

successful airplane flight. This historic event ushered in 

a new age of transportation and warfare.

Inspired by the Wright brothers' achievement, a young 

Spanish engineer named Juan de la Cierva set out to 

design a flying machine that could take off and land 

vertically, like a helicopter, but could also fly forward 

at high speeds, like an airplane.
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Cierva believed that the key to creating such a machine 

lay in the use of  rotating wings.  He theorized that  a 

wing rotating freely in the airstream would create lift, 

even at low speeds.

For years,  Cierva worked tirelessly on his design.  He 

built  and tested  dozens  of  different  prototypes,  each 

one bringing him closer to his goal. Finally, in 1923, he 

succeeded in building the first successful autogiro.

The  autogiro  was  a  strange-looking  machine,  with  a 

large, rotating wing mounted on top of a fuselage. The 

wing was not powered, but instead rotated freely in the 

airstream.  This  allowed  the  autogiro  to  take  off  and 

land vertically, without the need for a runway.

Once  in  the  air,  the  autogiro  could  fly  forward  at 

speeds of up to 120 miles per hour. The rotating wing 

provided lift,  while a small propeller mounted at the 

rear of the fuselage provided thrust. The autogiro was 

also very maneuverable,  and could be flown in tight 

circles or even backwards.
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Cierva's invention quickly attracted the attention of the 

aviation world. In the 1920s and 1930s, autogiros were 

used  for  a  variety  of  purposes,  including 

reconnaissance, transportation, and search and rescue. 

Autogiros  were  also  used  in  a  number  of  sporting 

events, and even set several world records.

However, the autogiro's popularity began to decline in 

the  late  1930s,  as  helicopters  became  more  widely 

available.  Helicopters  were  more  versatile  than 

autogiros, and could be used for a wider range of tasks. 

As a result, autogiros gradually fell out of use.

Today,  autogiros are still  used by a small  number of 

enthusiasts.  These  enthusiasts  are  drawn  to  the 

autogiro's  unique  combination  of  safety, 

maneuverability,  and  low  cost.  Autogiros  are  also 

popular with collectors, who appreciate their historical 

significance.

The autogiro is a fascinating chapter in the history of 

aviation.  It  is  a  testament  to  the  ingenuity  and 
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perseverance  of  Juan de  la  Cierva,  and it  remains  a 

popular flying machine today.
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Chapter 1: From Dreams to Reality

2. Juan de la Cierva's Early Experiments

Juan  de  la  Cierva  was  a  Spanish  engineer  who  is 

credited with inventing the autogiro. He was born in 

Murcia,  Spain,  in  1895.  Cierva  was  fascinated  by 

aviation  from  a  young  age.  He  built  his  first  model 

airplane when he was just 14 years old.

Cierva  studied  engineering  at  the  Polytechnic 

University of Madrid. After graduating, he worked as 

an engineer for the Spanish Air Force. In 1919, he was 

sent  to  France  to  study  the  latest  developments  in 

aviation.

While in France, Cierva became interested in the work 

of Emile Berliner, who was developing a new type of 

aircraft called the helicopter. Cierva believed that the 

helicopter was the future of aviation, but he was also 

aware  of  its  limitations.  Helicopters  were  difficult  to 

control and required a lot of power to fly.
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Cierva set out to design an aircraft that would combine 

the best features of the airplane and the helicopter. He 

wanted  to  create  an  aircraft  that  could  take  off and 

land  vertically,  like  a  helicopter,  but  could  also  fly 

forward at high speeds, like an airplane.

In 1923, Cierva built his first successful autogiro. The 

autogiro was a strange-looking machine, with a large, 

rotating wing mounted on top of a fuselage. The wing 

was  not  powered,  but  instead  rotated  freely  in  the 

airstream.  This  allowed  the  autogiro  to  take  off  and 

land vertically, without the need for a runway.

Once  in  the  air,  the  autogiro  could  fly  forward  at 

speeds of up to 120 miles per hour. The rotating wing 

provided lift,  while a small propeller mounted at the 

rear of the fuselage provided thrust. The autogiro was 

also very maneuverable,  and could be flown in tight 

circles or even backwards.

Cierva's invention quickly attracted the attention of the 

aviation world. In the 1920s and 1930s, autogiros were 
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used  for  a  variety  of  purposes,  including 

reconnaissance, transportation, and search and rescue. 

Autogiros  were  also  used  in  a  number  of  sporting 

events, and even set several world records.

However, the autogiro's popularity began to decline in 

the  late  1930s,  as  helicopters  became  more  widely 

available.  Helicopters  were  more  versatile  than 

autogiros, and could be used for a wider range of tasks. 

As a result, autogiros gradually fell out of use.

Today,  autogiros are still  used by a small  number of 

enthusiasts.  These  enthusiasts  are  drawn  to  the 

autogiro's  unique  combination  of  safety, 

maneuverability,  and  low  cost.  Autogiros  are  also 

popular with collectors, who appreciate their historical 

significance.

The autogiro is a fascinating chapter in the history of 

aviation.  It  is  a  testament  to  the  ingenuity  and 

perseverance  of  Juan de  la  Cierva,  and it  remains  a 

popular flying machine today.
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Chapter 1: From Dreams to Reality

3. The First Successful Autogiro

Juan  de  la  Cierva's  early  autogiro  experiments  were 

met  with  limited  success.  His  first  designs  were 

underpowered  and  difficult  to  control.  However,  he 

persevered, and in 1923 he built the Cierva C.4, which 

was the first truly successful autogiro.

The C.4 was a small,  single-seat aircraft with a single 

rotor and a pusher propeller. It was powered by a 60-

horsepower engine and had a top speed of 80 miles per 

hour.  The  C.4  was  much  more  stable  and  easier  to 

control than Cierva's previous designs. It was also the 

first autogiro to be flown in public.

The C.4's success proved that the autogiro was a viable 

flying machine. It attracted the attention of the aviation 

world, and soon other engineers and inventors began 

to develop their own autogiro designs.
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In the years that followed, autogiros were used for a 

variety  of  purposes,  including  reconnaissance, 

transportation, and search and rescue. They were also 

used  in  a  number  of  sporting  events,  and  even  set 

several world records.

However, the autogiro's popularity began to decline in 

the  late  1930s,  as  helicopters  became  more  widely 

available.  Helicopters  were  more  versatile  than 

autogiros, and could be used for a wider range of tasks. 

As a result, autogiros gradually fell out of use.

Today,  autogiros are still  used by a small  number of 

enthusiasts.  These  enthusiasts  are  drawn  to  the 

autogiro's  unique  combination  of  safety, 

maneuverability,  and  low  cost.  Autogiros  are  also 

popular with collectors, who appreciate their historical 

significance.

The  Cierva  C.4  was  a  groundbreaking  aircraft  that 

proved the viability of the autogiro concept.  It  paved 

the way for the development of a new type of flying 
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machine that would be used for a variety of purposes 

in the years to come.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

21


	The Great Conquest of the Skies
	Introduction
	Book Description
	Chapter 1: From Dreams to Reality
	1. The Birth of an Idea

	Chapter 1: From Dreams to Reality
	2. Juan de la Cierva's Early Experiments

	Chapter 1: From Dreams to Reality
	3. The First Successful Autogiro

	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.
	Table of Contents
	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.

