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Introduction

Women throughout history have been both celebrated 

and  condemned  for  their  actions.  Some  have  been 

hailed  as  heroes,  while  others  have  been  reviled  as 

villains. But one thing is for sure: women have always 

been capable of great things, both good and bad.

This book tells the stories of some of the most notorious 

women  criminals  in  history.  These  are  women  who 

broke the law, defied social conventions, and often paid 

a  heavy  price  for  their  actions.  But  they  are  also 

women who were complex and fascinating, and whose 

stories deserve to be told.

From the aristocratic Lady Katherine Ferrers, who led 

a life of crime in 16th-century England, to the notorious 
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female pirate Anne Bonny, who sailed the seas in the 

early  18th  century,  these  women  left  their  mark  on 

history. They were murderers, thieves, prostitutes, and 

poisoners. They were women who killed for love, for 

money, and for revenge.

But  they  were  also  women  who  were  driven  by 

ambition,  by a  desire  for  justice,  and by a  thirst  for 

adventure.  They  were  women  who  refused  to  be 

confined  by  the  roles  that  society  expected  them  to 

play.

These are their stories. Stories of women who dared to 

break  the  rules,  and  who  paid  the  price  for  their 

audacity.  Stories of women who were both good and 

evil,  both  victims  and  villains.  Stories  that  will  both 

fascinate and horrify you.

Some  of  these  women  were  born  into  poverty  and 

desperation,  while  others  came  from  wealthy  and 

privileged backgrounds.  Some were driven by greed, 

while others were motivated by a desire for revenge or 
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justice. But all of them shared one thing in common: 

they were all women who refused to be defined by the 

limitations that society placed on them.

They  were  women who broke  the  law,  defied  social 

conventions,  and  often  paid  a  heavy  price  for  their 

actions. But they were also women who were complex 

and fascinating, and whose stories deserve to be told.
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Book Description

Prepare to be captivated by the extraordinary tales of 

history's  most  notorious  women  criminals  in  this 

riveting book. Journey through the ages and meet these 

audacious women who defied societal norms, broke the 

law, and left an indelible mark on the world.

From  the  opulent  courts  of  Europe  to  the  lawless 

frontiers  of  the  Wild  West,  these  women  dared  to 

challenge authority, defy convention, and pursue their 

own desires, often at great personal cost. Discover the 

stories  of  women  like  Lady  Katherine  Ferrers,  an 

aristocratic  rebel  who  led  a  life  of  crime  in  16th-

century England, and Belle Starr, the notorious outlaw 

who roamed the American frontier in the 19th century.

Unravel  the  chilling  tale  of  Lucrezia  Borgia,  a 

noblewoman  accused  of  poisoning  her  enemies,  and 

learn  about  the  exploits  of  Anne  Bonny,  the  female 

pirate  who  sailed  the  seas  alongside  the  infamous 
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Calico Jack Rackham. Be captivated by the tragic story 

of Lizzie Borden, a young woman accused of brutally 

murdering her father and stepmother, and shudder at 

the  crimes  of  Aileen  Wuornos,  a  serial  killer  who 

preyed on men along Florida's highways.

These  women  were  complex  and  multifaceted 

individuals, driven by a range of motives, from greed 

and ambition to love and revenge. Some were victims 

of circumstance, forced into a life of crime by poverty 

or  oppression.  Others  were  pioneers  and  rebels, 

challenging  the  social  and  legal  boundaries  that 

constrained women in their time.

Through meticulously  researched accounts  and vivid 

storytelling,  this  book  delves  into  the  lives  of  these 

extraordinary women, shedding light on their crimes, 

their  motivations,  and  their  ultimate  fates.  It's  a 

journey  into  the  dark  side  of  history,  where  the 

boundaries  of  morality  are  tested  and  the 

consequences of breaking the law are laid bare.
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Prepare to be shocked, intrigued, and captivated as you 

immerse  yourself  in  the  stories  of  these  Lady  Crook 

Chronicles:  A  Rogues'  Gallery  of  Notorious  Women. 

These are tales of women who dared to defy the rules, 

leaving an enduring legacy of audacity and intrigue.

6



Chapter  1:  Notorious  Noblewomen 

Gone Rogue

The  Aristocratic  Outlaw:  Lady  Katherine 

Ferrers

Lady Katherine Ferrers was born into a life of privilege 

and  wealth  in  1550.  As  the  daughter  of  the  Earl  of 

Hertford,  she  was  raised  in  a  world  of  luxury  and 

comfort. But beneath her refined exterior, there lurked 

a rebellious spirit and a thirst for adventure.

As  she  grew  older,  Katherine  chafed  against  the 

constraints of her aristocratic upbringing. She longed 

for freedom and excitement,  and she found it  in the 

world of crime. She began to steal from her wealthy 

neighbors, and soon she was leading a gang of thieves 

who terrorized the countryside.

Katherine's  crimes  were  daring  and  audacious.  She 

robbed  churches,  stole  from  merchants,  and  even 
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kidnapped a wealthy landowner.  She was known for 

her  quick  wit  and  her  ability  to  outthink  her 

opponents. She was also ruthless and determined, and 

she would stop at nothing to get what she wanted.

Katherine's  reign  of  terror  came  to  an  end  in  1590, 

when she was finally captured by the authorities. She 

was put on trial and found guilty of multiple felonies. 

She  was  sentenced to  death,  and she  was  hanged at 

Tyburn in 1591.

Katherine  Ferrers  was  a  complex  and  controversial 

figure. She was a criminal, but she was also a woman of 

great  courage  and  determination.  She  refused  to 

conform to the expectations of her time, and she lived 

her life on her own terms.

The Dance of Light and Shadows

Katherine  Ferrers'  life  was  a  dance  of  light  and 

shadows. She was born into a life of privilege, but she 

chose a life of crime. She was a thief, a kidnapper, and 
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a  murderer.  But  she  was  also  a  woman  of  great 

intelligence, courage, and determination.

Katherine's  story  is  a  reminder  that  even  the  most 

privileged people can be tempted by the dark side of 

life.  It  is  also a reminder that women are capable of 

great evil, just as men are.

Katherine  Ferrers'  legacy is  a  mixed one.  She  was  a 

criminal, but she was also a woman who dared to defy 

the conventions of her time. She was a complex and 

fascinating figure, and her story is still told today.
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Chapter  1:  Notorious  Noblewomen 

Gone Rogue

The Poisonous Countess: Lucrezia Borgia

Lucrezia  Borgia,  the  daughter  of  Pope  Alexander  VI, 

was one of the most notorious women in Renaissance 

Italy.  She  was  accused  of  poisoning  her  enemies, 

having incestuous relationships with her brothers, and 

even murdering her own husband.

Lucrezia was born in 1505 in Subiaco, Italy.  She was 

the fourth child of Pope Alexander VI and his mistress, 

Vannozza  Cattanei.  Lucrezia  was  a  beautiful  and 

intelligent young woman, and she was quickly married 

off to a wealthy nobleman, Giovanni Sforza.

However, Lucrezia's marriage was short-lived. In 1497, 

her husband was murdered, and Lucrezia was forced 

to return to Rome. There, she became a pawn in her 

father's political games. He arranged for her to marry 
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several different men, all of whom were powerful and 

influential.

Lucrezia's third husband was Alfonso d'Este, the Duke 

of Ferrara. This marriage was more successful than her 

previous ones, and Lucrezia eventually gave birth to a 

son and a daughter. However, she was still dogged by 

rumors of poisoning and incest.

In 1519, Lucrezia died at the age of 39. The cause of her 

death is  unknown,  but  it  is  widely believed that  she 

was poisoned. Lucrezia Borgia remains one of the most 

fascinating and enigmatic figures in Italian history. She 

was a woman of great beauty and intelligence, but she 

was  also  ruthless  and  ambitious.  Her  life  was  filled 

with  intrigue  and  danger,  and  her  death  remains  a 

mystery to this day.

Lucrezia's Alleged Crimes

Lucrezia  Borgia  has  been  accused  of  a  number  of 

crimes, including:
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 Poisoning her enemies: Lucrezia was accused of 

poisoning her first husband, Giovanni Sforza, as 

well  as  several  other  people  who stood in  her 

way.

 Incest:  Lucrezia  was  rumored  to  have  had 

incestuous  relationships  with  her  brothers, 

Cesare and Giovanni.

 Murdering  her  husband:  Lucrezia  was  also 

accused of murdering her third husband, Alfonso 

d'Este.

The Evidence Against Lucrezia

The evidence against Lucrezia is largely circumstantial. 

There is no direct evidence that she poisoned anyone 

or  that  she  had  incestuous  relationships  with  her 

brothers.  However, there are a number of suspicious 

circumstances surrounding her life. For example, many 

of the people who died in her presence were poisoned, 

and she was often the only person who benefited from 

their deaths.
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Lucrezia's Defense

Lucrezia Borgia never admitted to any of  the crimes 

she was accused of. She claimed that she was innocent 

and that she was the victim of a smear campaign by 

her enemies.

Lucrezia's Legacy

Lucrezia Borgia remains a controversial figure to this 

day. Some historians believe that she was guilty of the 

crimes she was accused of,  while others believe that 

she was innocent. Regardless of her guilt or innocence, 

Lucrezia Borgia was a remarkable woman who lived a 

life of intrigue and danger.
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Chapter  1:  Notorious  Noblewomen 

Gone Rogue

The Scheming Queen: Marie Antoinette

Marie Antoinette, the ill-fated queen of France, was a 

woman of beauty, extravagance, and scandal. Born into 

the Habsburg dynasty, she was raised in a life of luxury 

and privilege. But her life took a dramatic turn when 

she married Louis XVI and became queen of France at 

the tender age of 19.

Thrust  into  a  world  of  political  intrigue  and  courtly 

drama,  Marie  Antoinette  quickly  became  a  target  of 

criticism  and  gossip.  Her  lavish  spending  and 

unconventional  behavior  scandalized  the  French 

people, who were already struggling under the weight 

of heavy taxes and economic hardship.

As  the  French  Revolution  erupted,  Marie  Antoinette 

found herself  caught in a maelstrom of violence and 

upheaval. She was accused of treason and promiscuity, 
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and  her  reputation  was  dragged  through  the  mud. 

Despite her desperate attempts to save her monarchy 

and her family, she was ultimately unable to stem the 

tide of revolution.

In 1793, Marie Antoinette was put on trial and found 

guilty  of  treason.  She  was  sentenced  to  death  and 

executed  by  guillotine,  becoming  a  symbol  of  the 

excesses and downfall of the French monarchy.

The Diamond Necklace Affair

One  of  the  most  notorious  scandals  involving  Marie 

Antoinette was the Diamond Necklace Affair. In 1785, a 

jeweler  named  Charles  Boehmer  created  an 

extravagant diamond necklace worth millions of livres. 

He  hoped  to  sell  it  to  the  queen,  but  she  refused, 

deeming it too expensive.

However, a cunning con artist named Jeanne de Valois-

Saint-Rémy, who bore a striking resemblance to Marie 

Antoinette, managed to convince Boehmer that she was 
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the queen's agent. She persuaded him to hand over the 

necklace, promising to pay for it later.

De  Valois-Saint-Rémy  then  disappeared  with  the 

necklace,  and Boehmer was  left  holding the  bag.  He 

appealed to the queen for help, and the scandal soon 

erupted. Marie Antoinette was accused of stealing the 

necklace, and her reputation was irreparably damaged.

The Queen's Role in the French Revolution

Marie  Antoinette's  extravagance  and  unpopularity 

played  a  significant  role  in  fueling  the  French 

Revolution.  The  people  of  France  were  already 

suffering from economic hardship and high taxes, and 

they resented the queen's lavish lifestyle and perceived 

indifference to their plight.

The queen's close association with the unpopular King 

Louis  XVI  further  alienated  her  from  the  French 

people.  She was seen as a symbol of  the monarchy's 

excesses and an obstacle to reform.
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As the revolution gained momentum, Marie Antoinette 

became  a  target  of  violence  and  hatred.  She  was 

accused  of  treason  and  collusion  with  Austria,  her 

native country. In 1793, she was put on trial and found 

guilty  of  treason.  She  was  sentenced  to  death  and 

executed  by  guillotine,  becoming  a  martyr  for  the 

monarchy and a symbol of the revolution's excesses.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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