
On Being Eternal

Introduction

The concept of eternity has captivated the human mind 

for millennia, inspiring countless works of philosophy, 

religion,  and  art.  What  does  it  mean  to  be  eternal? 

What is the nature of that which endures forever? And 

what  implications  does  eternity  have  for  our 

understanding of the world and our place in it?

In this  book,  we will  explore the concept  of  eternity 

from  a  variety  of  perspectives,  drawing  on  insights 

from  philosophy,  religion,  science,  and  art.  We  will 

begin  by  examining  the  different  ways  in  which 

eternity has been conceived throughout history, from 

the  ancient  Greeks  to  the  present  day.  We will  then 

turn our attention to the nature of eternity itself, asking 

what  it  means  for  something to  be  eternal  and how 

eternity differs from time.
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Finally, we will consider the implications of eternity for 

our  understanding  of  the  world  and our  place  in  it. 

What does it mean to live in a world that is eternal? 

How  does  eternity  affect  our  understanding  of  life, 

death, and meaning? And what hope can eternity offer 

us  in  the face of  the challenges  and uncertainties  of 

life?

As we embark on this journey, we invite you to open 

your mind and explore the vast and mysterious realm 

of  eternity.  Let  us  together  seek  to  understand  the 

nature of that which is beyond time, and to discover 

the  profound  implications  that  eternity  has  for  our 

lives.
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Book Description

What  is  eternity?  Is  it  an  endless  stretch  of  time,  a 

realm  beyond  time  altogether,  or  something  else 

entirely? This book invites you on a journey to explore 

the concept of eternity from a variety of perspectives, 

drawing on insights from philosophy, religion, science, 

and art.

Together,  we  will  delve  into  the  different  ways  in 

which eternity has been conceived throughout history, 

from the ancient  Greeks to  the present  day.  We will 

examine  the  nature  of  eternity  itself,  asking  what  it 

means for something to be eternal  and how eternity 

differs from time.

We will then turn our attention to the implications of 

eternity for our understanding of  the world and our 

place in it. What does it mean to live in a world that is 

eternal? How does eternity affect our understanding of 

life, death, and meaning? And what hope can eternity 
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offer us in the face of the challenges and uncertainties 

of life?

This  book  is  not  just  an  intellectual  exploration  of 

eternity; it is also a personal invitation to reflect on the 

nature  of  your  own  existence  and  to  consider  the 

possibility of a life that transcends time. Whether you 

are a philosopher, a scientist, a theologian, an artist, or 

simply  someone  who  is  curious  about  the  nature  of 

reality, this book has something to offer you.

Join us on this journey into eternity, and discover the 

profound implications that eternity has for your life.
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Chapter 1: The Eternal Essence

Existence and Being

The  concept  of  eternity  is  inextricably  linked  to  the 

question of existence and being. What does it mean for 

something  to  exist?  And  what  is  the  nature  of  that 

which exists eternally?

Philosophers  have  pondered  these  questions  for 

centuries,  and  there  is  no  easy  answer.  Some  have 

argued that  eternity  is  a  property  of  certain  objects, 

such as God or the universe. Others have argued that 

eternity is a state of being, rather than a property of 

objects.  And still  others  have  argued that  eternity  is 

simply a concept that we use to describe the absence of 

time.

In  this  topic,  we  will  explore  the  different  ways  in 

which philosophers have thought about existence and 

being, and we will  consider the implications of these 

ideas for our understanding of eternity.
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The Ontological Argument

One of the most famous arguments for the existence of 

God is the ontological argument. This argument, which 

was first proposed by Anselm of Canterbury in the 11th 

century,  begins with the premise that God is a being 

than  which  no  greater  can  be  conceived.  From  this 

premise, Anselm argues that God must exist, because if 

God did not exist,  then we could conceive of a being 

greater than God, namely, a being that exists.

The ontological argument has been criticized by many 

philosophers, but it remains a powerful and influential 

argument for the existence of  God.  If  the ontological 

argument  is  sound,  then  it  provides  strong  evidence 

that  eternity  is  a  property  of  God,  because  God is  a 

being that exists necessarily.

The Cosmological Argument

Another famous argument for the existence of God is 

the cosmological argument. This argument, which was 
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first  proposed  by  Aristotle  in  the  4th  century  BCE, 

begins  with  the  observation  that  the  universe  is 

contingent.  This  means  that  the  universe  could  have 

not existed, or it could have existed in a different way.

From the contingency of the universe, Aristotle argues 

that there must be a necessary being that caused the 

universe  to  exist.  This  necessary  being,  Aristotle 

argues, is God.

The cosmological argument has also been criticized by 

many  philosophers,  but  it  remains  a  powerful  and 

influential  argument  for  the  existence  of  God.  If  the 

cosmological  argument  is  sound,  then  it  provides 

strong  evidence  that  eternity  is  a  property  of  God, 

because God is a necessary being.

The Teleological Argument

A third famous argument for the existence of God is the 

teleological argument. This argument, which was first 

proposed by William Paley in the 18th century, begins 
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with the observation that the universe is designed. This 

means that there is evidence of purpose and order in 

the universe.

From  the  design  of  the  universe,  Paley  argues  that 

there must be a designer, namely, God.

The teleological argument has also been criticized by 

many  philosophers,  but  it  remains  a  powerful  and 

influential  argument  for  the  existence  of  God.  If  the 

teleological argument is sound, then it provides strong 

evidence  that  eternity  is  a  property  of  God,  because 

God is a being that is responsible for the design of the 

universe.
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Chapter 1: The Eternal Essence

The Nature of Reality

What is the nature of reality? Is it a physical world of 

matter  and  energy,  a  mental  world  of  thoughts  and 

ideas,  or  something  else  entirely?  Philosophers  have 

debated this question for centuries, and there is still no 

easy answer.

One way to  approach this  question is  to  ask what  it 

means for something to be real. What are the criteria 

that  something must  meet  in order to  be considered 

real?  Some  philosophers  argue  that  reality  is  that 

which  exists  independently  of  our  minds.  In  other 

words, something is real if it exists whether or not we 

are aware of it.

Other philosophers argue that reality is subjective. In 

other words, something is real only if it is experienced 

by a conscious mind. This view is often associated with 
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idealism, the philosophical theory that all of reality is a 

product of the mind.

Still  other  philosophers  argue  that  reality  is  a 

combination  of  the  objective  and  the  subjective.  In 

other words, something is real if it exists independently 

of our minds, but it is also real if it is experienced by a 

conscious  mind.  This  view  is  often  associated  with 

dualism,  the  philosophical  theory  that  there  are  two 

fundamental  substances  in  the  universe:  mind  and 

matter.

The question of the nature of reality is a complex one 

with no easy answers.  However,  it  is  a question that 

has been asked by philosophers for centuries, and it is 

a question that continues to fascinate and intrigue us 

today.
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Chapter 1: The Eternal Essence

The One and the Many

In the realm of philosophy, one of the most enduring 

questions is the relationship between the one and the 

many.  This  question  has  been  explored  by  thinkers 

throughout history, from the ancient Greeks to modern 

philosophers, and it continues to be a topic of debate 

today.

At the heart of this question is the observation that the 

world around us is both unified and diverse. We see a 

multitude  of  objects,  each  with  its  own  unique 

characteristics, yet we also sense an underlying unity 

to  the  world.  How  can  we  reconcile  these  two 

seemingly contradictory aspects of reality?

One way to approach this question is to consider the 

concept of substance. In philosophy, substance is that 

which underlies all change and remains constant. It is 

the essence of a thing, that which makes it what it is.
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Some philosophers have argued that there is only one 

substance,  while  others  have  argued  that  there  are 

many  substances.  Those  who  argue  for  the  unity  of 

substance  often  point  to  the  fact  that  the  world  is 

governed by a single set of laws. The laws of physics, 

for  example,  apply  to  all  objects  in  the  universe, 

regardless of their size, shape, or location.

Those who argue for the plurality of substances often 

point  to  the  diversity  of  the  world  around  us.  They 

argue that there must be multiple substances in order 

to account for the different properties and behaviors of 

objects.

The debate between the one and the many is a complex 

one,  and  there  is  no  easy  answer.  However,  by 

exploring  this  question,  we  can  gain  a  deeper 

understanding of the nature of reality and our place in 

it.

In  the  context  of  our  exploration  of  eternity,  the 

question  of  the  one  and  the  many  takes  on  added 
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significance. If we believe that there is only one eternal 

substance, then we must ask: what is the relationship 

between this substance and the many things that exist 

in the world? Are these things simply manifestations of 

the  one  substance,  or  do  they  have  a  separate 

existence?

If we believe that there are many eternal substances, 

then we must  ask:  how do these  substances  interact 

with each other? Do they exist independently of each 

other, or are they interconnected in some way?

These  are  just  some  of  the  questions  that  we  will 

explore  in  this  chapter.  As  we delve deeper  into  the 

concept  of  eternity,  we  will  seek  to  understand  the 

relationship  between  the  one  and  the  many,  and  to 

discover  the implications  of  this  relationship for  our 

understanding of the world and our place in it.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

14



Table of Contents

Chapter 1: The Eternal Essence * Existence and Being 

*  The  Nature  of  Reality  *  The  One  and  the  Many  * 

Essence and Attributes * God as the Infinite Substance

Chapter  2:  The  Eternal  Mind *  Thought  and 

Consciousness * The Unity of the Mind * The Ideas of 

God * The Eternal Truths * The Mind-Body Problem

Chapter 3: The Eternal Order * The Laws of Nature * 

The Necessity of Cause and Effect * The Order of the 

World  *  The  Problem of  Evil  *  The  Harmony of  the 

Universe

Chapter 4: The Eternal Soul * The Nature of the Soul * 

The Immortality of the Soul * The Soul and the Body * 

The Soul and God * The Destiny of the Soul

Chapter 5:  The Eternal Good *  The Nature of  Good 

and Evil * The Highest Good * The Virtuous Life * The 

Love of God * The Path to Salvation

15



Chapter 6: The Eternal Beauty * The Nature of Beauty 

* The Beauty of the World * The Beauty of the Soul * 

The Beauty of God * The Aesthetic Experience

Chapter 7: The Eternal Joy * The Nature of Joy * The 

Joy of Knowledge * The Joy of Love * The Joy of Beauty 

* The Eternal Happiness

Chapter 8: The Eternal Peace * The Nature of Peace * 

The Peace of Mind * The Peace of the Soul * The Peace 

of the World * The Eternal Tranquility

Chapter 9: The Eternal Love * The Nature of Love * 

The Love of God * The Love of Neighbor * The Love of 

Self * The Eternal Union

Chapter 10: The Eternal Path * The Meaning of Life * 

The Journey of the Soul * The Attainment of Salvation * 

The Vision of God * The Eternal Bliss 

16



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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