
Blueprint: The American Genesis of the 

B-36

Introduction

The Boeing B-36 Peacemaker was a strategic bomber 

aircraft operated by the United States Air Force from 

1949 to 1959. It was the largest mass-produced piston-

engine aircraft ever built, and the only combat aircraft 

to use pusher propellers. The B-36 had a wingspan of 

230 feet, a length of 162 feet, and a height of 46 feet. It 

was  powered  by  six  Pratt  &  Whitney  R-4360  Wasp 

Major  radial  engines,  each  driving  a  three-bladed 

propeller. The B-36 had a maximum speed of 435 mph, 

a range of 10,000 miles, and a service ceiling of 45,000 

feet. It could carry a payload of up to 80,000 pounds of 

bombs.
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The B-36 was developed during World War II as a long-

range bomber capable of striking targets deep within 

enemy territory. It was designed to be able to carry a 

nuclear bomb, and it was the only aircraft capable of 

doing so  until  the  Boeing B-52 Stratofortress  entered 

service in 1955. The B-36 was used in combat during 

the  Korean  War,  where  it  flew  bombing  missions 

against  North Korea.  It  was also used as  a  deterrent 

during the Cold War, and it was kept in service until 

1959, when it was replaced by the B-52.

The  B-36  was  a  pioneering  aircraft  that  pushed  the 

boundaries  of  aviation  technology.  It  was  the  first 

aircraft to be designed to carry a nuclear bomb, and it 

was the largest and heaviest aircraft ever built at the 

time. The B-36 played a vital role in the development of 

the United States Air Force, and it remains one of the 

most iconic aircraft in history.

In this book, we will  explore the history of the B-36, 

from its conception to its retirement. We will examine 
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the  aircraft's  design,  development,  and  operational 

history. We will also discuss the B-36's impact on the 

United  States  Air  Force  and  on  the  development  of 

aviation technology.

The B-36 was a product of its time, and it reflected the 

United States' Cold War strategy of nuclear deterrence. 

The  aircraft  was  designed  to  be  able  to  deliver  a 

nuclear strike against  the Soviet  Union,  and it  was a 

powerful symbol of American military might. The B-36 

was also a complex and expensive aircraft to operate, 

and it was eventually replaced by the more efficient B-

52.  However,  the  B-36  remains  an important  part  of 

American aviation history, and it is a reminder of the 

United  States'  commitment  to  nuclear  deterrence 

during the Cold War.
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Book Description

Blueprint: The American Genesis of the B-36 tells the 

fascinating story of the development, production, and 

operational history of the Boeing B-36 Peacemaker, a 

legendary  aircraft  that  played  a  pivotal  role  in  the 

evolution of American air power and the Cold War.

This  meticulously  researched  book  delves  into  the 

origins of the B-36, examining the strategic imperative 

that drove its creation and the challenges faced by its 

designers and engineers. It traces the aircraft's journey 

from concept to production, highlighting the industrial 

mobilization  and  technological  advancements  that 

made it possible.

Blueprint:  The  American  Genesis  of  the  B-36 also 

explores  the  B-36's  operational  history,  detailing  its 

combat missions in the Korean War and its role as a 

nuclear  deterrent  during  the  Cold  War.  The  book 

examines the B-36's impact on American foreign policy 

4



and  its  contributions  to  the  development  of  nuclear 

strategy.

Beyond  its  military  significance,  Blueprint:  The 

American  Genesis  of  the  B-36 sheds  light  on  the 

aircraft's cultural and social impact. It explores the B-

36's status as a national icon, its influence on popular 

culture,  and  its  enduring  legacy  in  the  annals  of 

aviation history.

This  book  draws  upon a  wealth  of  primary  sources, 

including  archival  documents,  interviews  with 

veterans,  and  technical  manuals,  to  provide  a 

comprehensive and authoritative account of the B-36. It 

is  a  must-read  for  aviation  enthusiasts,  military 

historians, and anyone interested in the technological 

and strategic developments that shaped the Cold War 

era.

Blueprint:  The  American  Genesis  of  the  B-36 is  a 

captivating and informative journey into the world of 

one of  the  most  iconic  aircraft  in  history.  It  offers  a 
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fresh perspective on the B-36's development, operation, 

and  legacy,  making  it  an  essential  addition  to  the 

literature on American aviation and the Cold War. 
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Chapter 1: The Genesis of an American 

Colossus

Topic 1: The Strategic Imperative

The United States emerged from World War II as the 

world's  preeminent  military  power.  However, 

American  policymakers  were  acutely  aware  of  the 

growing threat posed by the Soviet Union. The Soviet 

Union had a  vast  army,  a  powerful  air  force,  and a 

growing nuclear arsenal. In response to this threat, the 

United States embarked on a massive military buildup, 

including  the  development  of  a  new  generation  of 

strategic bombers.

The B-36 was conceived as the centerpiece of this new 

bomber  force.  The  B-36  was  designed  to  be  a  long-

range,  high-altitude  bomber  capable  of  delivering  a 

nuclear  payload  to  targets  deep  within  the  Soviet 

Union. The B-36 was also designed to be able to refuel 
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in the air, giving it the range to strike targets anywhere 

in the world.

The  development  of  the  B-36  was  a  massive 

undertaking. The aircraft was designed by Boeing, and 

it  was built  by a  consortium of  companies.  The B-36 

was the largest and most complex aircraft ever built at 

the time. It was also the most expensive aircraft ever 

built, with a total cost of over $4 billion.

The B-36 was a success in many ways. It was the first 

aircraft capable of delivering a nuclear payload, and it 

was  the  largest  and  most  powerful  bomber  in  the 

world.  The  B-36  also  played  a  vital  role  in  the 

development  of  the  United  States  Air  Force,  and  it 

served as a deterrent to Soviet aggression during the 

Cold War.

However, the B-36 was also a controversial aircraft. It 

was  criticized  for  being  too  expensive,  too  complex, 

and  too  vulnerable  to  attack.  The  B-36  was  also 
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criticized for  its  poor performance in combat  during 

the Korean War.

Despite its critics, the B-36 remains an important part 

of  American  aviation  history.  The  B-36  was  a 

pioneering  aircraft  that  pushed  the  boundaries  of 

aviation technology. It was also a symbol of American 

military might during the Cold War.
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Chapter 1: The Genesis of an American 

Colossus

Topic 2: The Birth of the Concept

The  Boeing  B-36  Peacemaker  was  born  out  of  a 

confluence  of  factors,  including  the  strategic 

imperative of the Cold War, the rapid advancements in 

aviation  technology,  and  the  United  States' 

commitment to nuclear deterrence.

The  strategic  imperative  of  the  Cold  War  was  to 

develop a long-range bomber capable of delivering a 

nuclear  strike  against  the  Soviet  Union.  The  United 

States Air  Force (USAF) believed that  such a bomber 

would be essential to deterring Soviet aggression and 

maintaining the balance of power.

At the same time, the rapid advancements in aviation 

technology made it possible to develop a bomber with 

the  range,  payload,  and  speed  required  to  meet  the 

USAF's  needs.  The development of  jet  engines,  swept 
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wings, and other new technologies made it possible to 

create a bomber that could fly faster, farther, and carry 

more bombs than any previous aircraft.

The United States' commitment to nuclear deterrence 

also played a role in the development of the B-36. The 

United  States  was  determined  to  maintain  a  nuclear 

monopoly,  and  the  B-36  was  seen  as  essential  to 

delivering nuclear weapons to targets deep within the 

Soviet Union.

The concept of the B-36 was first proposed in 1941 by 

Boeing engineer George Schairer. Schairer argued that 

the United States  needed a bomber capable of  flying 

10,000 miles without refueling, and that could carry a 

payload  of  10,000  pounds  of  bombs.  The  USAF  was 

impressed  by  Schairer's  concept,  and  in  1943,  it 

awarded Boeing a contract to develop the B-36.

The  B-36  was  a  radical  departure  from  previous 

bomber designs. It was the largest and heaviest aircraft 

ever built at the time, and it had a wingspan of 230 feet 
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and a length of 162 feet. The B-36 was also powered by 

six Pratt & Whitney R-4360 Wasp Major radial engines, 

each driving a three-bladed propeller.

The  B-36  was  a  complex  and  expensive  aircraft  to 

develop, but it was also a vital part of the United States' 

nuclear  deterrence  strategy.  The  B-36  served  as  the 

USAF's primary long-range bomber from 1949 to 1959, 

and it played a key role in maintaining the balance of 

power during the Cold War.
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Chapter 1: The Genesis of an American 

Colossus

Topic 3: The Design Phase

The design of the B-36 was a complex and challenging 

undertaking.  The  aircraft  was  to  be  the  largest  and 

heaviest  bomber  ever  built,  and  it  had  to  meet  a 

demanding  set  of  performance  requirements.  The 

design team, led by Boeing engineer George Schairer, 

spent years refining the aircraft's design.

One of the biggest challenges was to design an airframe 

that  was  strong  enough  to  withstand  the  stresses  of 

high-altitude  flight.  The  B-36  was  designed  with  a 

double-bubble  fuselage,  which  provided  added 

strength  and  rigidity.  The  aircraft  also  featured  a 

unique wing design, with a long, narrow chord and a 

high aspect ratio.  This design gave the B-36 excellent 

aerodynamic efficiency and stability.
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Another challenge was to design a propulsion system 

that could provide the B-36 with the power it needed to 

fly at high altitudes. The aircraft was powered by six 

Pratt  &  Whitney  R-4360  Wasp  Major  radial  engines, 

each  driving  a  three-bladed propeller.  These  engines 

were the most powerful piston engines ever built, and 

they gave the B-36 a top speed of 435 mph.

The  B-36  was  also  equipped  with  a  state-of-the-art 

armament system. The aircraft could carry up to 80,000 

pounds of bombs, and it was armed with a variety of 

defensive  weapons,  including  machine  guns  and 

cannons.

The design of the B-36 was a triumph of engineering. 

The aircraft was a marvel of its time, and it remained 

the largest  and heaviest  bomber ever built  for many 

years.

The B-36's design was also influenced by the need to 

meet  the  Air  Force's  stringent  performance 

requirements. The aircraft had to be able to fly at high 
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altitudes, carry a heavy payload, and have a long range. 

The design team also had to take into account the need 

for the aircraft to be able to operate from unimproved 

airfields.

The B-36's  design met  all  of  these requirements.  The 

aircraft was able to fly at altitudes of up to 45,000 feet, 

carry a  payload of  up to  80,000 pounds,  and have a 

range of over 10,000 miles. The aircraft was also able to 

operate  from  unimproved  airfields,  thanks  to  its 

rugged construction and its powerful engines.

The B-36's design was a major breakthrough in aviation 

technology. The aircraft was the first to be designed to 

meet  the  Air  Force's  stringent  performance 

requirements, and it remained the largest and heaviest 

bomber ever built  for many years.  The B-36's  design 

also paved the way for the development of even larger 

and  more  powerful  bombers,  such  as  the  B-52 

Stratofortress.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 
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