
Gangs of the 21st Century

Introduction

Gangs  have  been  a  part  of  American  society  for 

centuries,  and  their  presence  continues  to  pose 

significant  challenges  to  communities  across  the 

country.  In  recent  years,  the  problem  of  gangs  has 

become  increasingly  complex,  with  gangs  becoming 

more  sophisticated  and  their  activities  more 

widespread.

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the 

issue  of  gangs  in  the  United  States.  It  examines  the 

history of gangs, their structure and organization, and 

the  various  factors  that  contribute  to  gang 

involvement.  The  book  also  discusses  the  impact  of 

gangs on individuals,  families,  and communities,  and 

explores the challenges of  preventing and combating 

gang activity.
1



One of the most important things to understand about 

gangs is that they are not all the same. There is a wide 

range of variation in gang size, structure, and activities. 

Some  gangs  are  highly  organized  and  have  a  clear 

hierarchy, while others are more loosely organized and 

have  a  more  fluid  membership.  Some  gangs  are 

primarily  involved  in  criminal  activity,  while  others 

are more focused on social and recreational activities.

Despite  these  differences,  all  gangs  share  some 

common  characteristics.  First,  gangs  are  typically 

defined by their territory. Gang members often identify 

strongly with their neighborhood or community,  and 

they may view other gangs as a threat to their territory. 

Second, gangs are typically involved in some form of 

criminal  activity.  This  activity  may range from petty 

crimes  such  as  vandalism and theft  to  more  serious 

crimes  such  as  drug  trafficking  and  murder.  Third, 

gangs often use violence to intimidate and control their 

members and to protect their territory.
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The problem of gangs is a complex one, and there is no 

easy solution. However, by understanding the nature of 

gangs  and  the  factors  that  contribute  to  gang 

involvement,  we  can  begin  to  develop  effective 

strategies for preventing and combating gang activity.

This  book  is  intended  to  provide  readers  with  a 

comprehensive overview of the issue of gangs in the 

United  States.  It  is  hoped  that  this  book  will  help 

readers to better understand the problem of gangs and 

to develop more effective strategies for addressing this 

issue.
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Book Description

Gangs of the 21st Century provides a comprehensive 

overview of the issue of gangs in the United States. It 

examines  the  history  of  gangs,  their  structure  and 

organization, and the various factors that contribute to 

gang involvement. The book also discusses the impact 

of gangs on individuals, families, and communities, and 

explores the challenges of  preventing and combating 

gang activity.

This book is essential reading for anyone who wants to 

understand the complex issue of gangs. It is written in 

a clear and concise style, and it is packed with up-to-

date information and research. The book is also well-

organized,  with each chapter  focusing on a  different 

aspect of the gang problem.

One of the most important things that this book does is 

to dispel the many myths and stereotypes about gangs. 

The author shows that gangs are not all the same, and 
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that  there  is  a  wide  range of  variation in  gang size, 

structure,  and  activities.  The  author  also  shows  that 

gangs are not simply a problem of inner-city minority 

youth.  In  fact,  gangs  are  found  in  all  types  of 

communities, and they can involve people of all races 

and socioeconomic backgrounds.

This  book  is  a  valuable  resource  for  anyone  who  is 

interested in  learning more about  gangs.  It  is  also  a 

valuable resource for  policymakers and practitioners 

who are working to prevent and combat gang activity.

Pasquale De Marco is a leading expert on gangs. He 

has  spent  over  two  decades  researching  gangs  and 

working with gang-involved youth. He is the author of 

numerous  books  and  articles  on  gangs,  and  he  is  a 

frequent speaker at conferences and workshops on the 

topic.

Pasquale De Marco has  written a  book that  is  both 

informative and accessible. It is a must-read for anyone 

who wants to understand the complex issue of gangs. 
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Chapter 1: The Rise of Modern Gangs

Origins and evolution of gangs

The history of gangs in the United States can be traced 

back to the early days of the country's founding. In the 

late 18th and early 19th centuries, gangs of criminals 

and outlaws roamed the frontier,  preying on settlers 

and  travelers.  These  gangs  were  often  loosely 

organized and had little in common with the modern 

street gangs that we know today.

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, gangs began 

to  emerge  in  major  cities  across  the  country.  These 

gangs  were  often  formed  by  immigrants  who  were 

struggling to adapt to life in a new country. The gangs 

provided a sense of community and support for their 

members, and they also offered protection from rival 

gangs and from the police.

Over  time,  gangs  became  more  sophisticated  and 

organized. They developed their own rules and rituals, 
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and  they  began  to  engage  in  more  serious  criminal 

activity. By the mid-20th century, gangs had become a 

major problem in many American cities.

In the 1980s and 1990s, the crack cocaine epidemic led 

to  a  surge  in  gang  violence.  Gangs  became  more 

territorial and more violent, and they began to recruit 

younger and younger members. The problem of gangs 

has continued to grow in the 21st century, and gangs 

are  now  a  major  threat  to  public  safety  in  many 

American communities.

Today, gangs are found in every region of the United 

States. They are involved in a wide range of criminal 

activities,  including  drug  trafficking,  robbery,  and 

murder. Gangs also play a role in the recruitment and 

exploitation of young people.

The origins  and evolution of  gangs  are  complex and 

multifaceted. However, it is clear that gangs have been 

a part of American society for centuries, and they are 
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likely to continue to be a problem for many years to 

come.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of Modern Gangs

Factors contributing to gang formation

Gangs are a product of many factors, both individual 

and societal.  Some of  the  most  common factors  that 

contribute to gang formation include:

 Poverty and economic inequality: Gangs often 

form in impoverished communities where there 

is  a  lack  of  opportunity  and  resources.  Young 

people  who  grow  up  in  poverty  may  turn  to 

gangs for a sense of belonging and protection.

 Social disorganization: Gangs can also form in 

communities that are socially disorganized, with 

high  levels  of  crime  and  violence.  In  these 

communities,  there  is  often  a  lack  of  social 

control and support, which can make it difficult 

for young people to make positive choices.

 Lack  of  parental  involvement: Young  people 

who lack parental involvement are more likely 
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to join gangs. This is because they may not have 

the  support  and  guidance  they  need  to  make 

positive choices.

 Peer  pressure: Young  people  who  are 

surrounded by gang members are more likely to 

join gangs themselves. This is because they may 

feel pressure to conform to their peers.

 School failure: Young people who are struggling 

in school are more likely to join gangs.  This is 

because they may feel like they do not belong in 

school  and  that  gangs  offer  them  a  sense  of 

belonging and purpose.

It is important to note that not all young people who 

experience  these  factors  will  join  gangs.  However, 

these factors can increase the risk of gang involvement.

In addition to these individual factors, there are also a 

number of societal factors that can contribute to gang 

formation. These include:
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 Mass incarceration: The mass incarceration of 

young  people  in  the  United  States  has 

contributed  to  the  growth  of  gangs.  This  is 

because young people who are incarcerated are 

often exposed to  gang members  and are  more 

likely to join gangs after they are released from 

prison.

 The war on drugs: The war on drugs has also 

contributed  to  the  growth  of  gangs.  This  is 

because  the  war  on  drugs  has  led  to  the 

criminalization of drug use and sales, which has 

made it more difficult for people to obtain drugs 

legally. As a result, people have turned to gangs 

to obtain drugs.

 The  lack  of  affordable  housing: The  lack  of 

affordable  housing  in  many  communities  has 

also contributed to the growth of gangs. This is 

because young people who cannot afford to live 

in safe neighborhoods are more likely to turn to 

gangs for protection.
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These are just some of the factors that can contribute to 

gang  formation.  It  is  important  to  understand  these 

factors  in  order  to  develop  effective  strategies  for 

preventing and combating gang activity.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of Modern Gangs

The role of social and economic conditions

Social and economic conditions play a significant role 

in the formation and perpetuation of  gangs.  Poverty, 

unemployment,  and  lack  of  opportunity  can  all 

contribute to gang involvement.

One of  the most  important  factors  that  contribute to 

gang  involvement  is  poverty.  Gangs  often  provide  a 

sense of  community and belonging for  young people 

who  feel  isolated  and  marginalized.  Gangs  can  also 

provide a source of income for young people who are 

unable to find legitimate work.

Another factor that contributes to gang involvement is 

unemployment. Young people who are unemployed are 

more likely to have time on their hands, which can lead 

to  involvement  in  gangs.  Gangs  can offer  a  sense  of 

purpose and direction for young people who feel like 

they have no other options.
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Lack of opportunity can also lead to gang involvement. 

Young people who feel  like they have no hope for a 

better  future  are  more  likely  to  turn  to  gangs  for 

support.  Gangs can offer a  sense of  belonging and a 

sense of purpose for young people who feel like they 

have nothing else to lose.

In  addition  to  these  factors,  there  are  a  number  of 

other  social  and  economic  conditions  that  can 

contribute to gang involvement. These include:

 Lack of access to education

 Lack of access to healthcare

 Lack of access to affordable housing

 Lack of access to transportation

 Lack of access to job training

These  conditions  can  all  make  it  difficult  for  young 

people to succeed in life, and they can also contribute 

to  feelings  of  frustration  and  hopelessness.  These 

feelings  can  lead  young  people  to  turn  to  gangs  for 

support and a sense of belonging.
14



It is important to note that not all young people who 

face these  challenges  will  become involved in  gangs. 

However, these conditions can increase the risk of gang 

involvement.  By  addressing  these  conditions,  we can 

help to reduce the number of young people who are at 

risk for gang involvement.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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