
The  Migrant  Journey:  A  Tale  of 

Transformation and Impact  in  China's 

Villages

Introduction

China's  countryside  is  undergoing  a  profound 

transformation due to the mass migration of its people 

to urban centers. This migration has had a far-reaching 

impact  on  both  rural  and  urban  areas,  affecting 

everything  from  family  structures  to  economic 

development.

In this book, we will explore the changing dynamics of 

migration  in  China  and  its  impact  on  the  country's 

rural  villages.  We  will  draw  on  in-depth  fieldwork 

conducted  in  Chinese  villages  to  provide  a  nuanced 

understanding of the challenges and opportunities that 

migration presents.
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Through the personal stories of migrants, we will gain 

insights into the motivations behind their decision to 

leave their homes, the challenges they face in the city, 

and the hopes and dreams they hold for the future. We 

will  also  examine  the  impact  of  migration  on  rural 

communities,  including  the  changing  demographics, 

the decline of agriculture, and the rise of remittances.

Furthermore,  we  will  analyze  the  role  of  women  in 

migration,  the  experiences  of  children left  behind in 

rural villages,  and the challenges of reintegration for 

those  who  return  home.  We  will  also  explore  the 

implications of China's migration experience for other 

countries  and  the  need  for  global  cooperation  on 

migration.

This book is a timely and important contribution to the 

study  of  migration  in  China.  It  provides  a 

comprehensive  overview  of  the  current  state  of 

migration and its impact on the country's rural villages. 

It also offers valuable insights into the challenges and 
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opportunities  that  migration  presents,  both  for 

individuals and for society as a whole.
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Book Description

In the tapestry of China's rapidly changing society, the 

migration  of  its  people  from  rural  villages  to  urban 

centers  stands  as  a  defining  trend  of  our  time.  This 

mass movement of humanity has left an indelible mark 

on  the  country's  landscape,  transforming  both  the 

bustling metropolises and the tranquil villages they left 

behind.

This  book  delves  into  the  heart  of  this  migration 

phenomenon, exploring its profound impact on China's 

rural  villages.  Through  the  eyes  of  migrants,  we 

witness  the allure of  the city's  opportunities  and the 

challenges they face in their pursuit of a better life. We 

also see the impact of migration on the villages they left 

behind,  as  families  grapple  with  separation, 

communities  adapt  to  changing  demographics,  and 

traditions evolve to meet the demands of a new era.
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We examine the role of women in migration, shedding 

light  on  the  unique  challenges  and  contributions  of 

female  migrants.  We also  explore the experiences  of 

children left behind in rural villages, highlighting the 

resilience  and  adaptability  of  these  young  lives. 

Furthermore,  we  delve  into  the  complex  process  of 

reintegration  for  those  who return home,  navigating 

the challenges of  readjusting to rural  life  after years 

spent in the city.

Drawing on in-depth fieldwork conducted in Chinese 

villages, this book provides a nuanced understanding 

of  the  challenges  and  opportunities  that  migration 

presents.  It  offers  valuable  insights  into  the  lives  of 

migrants, their families, and their communities, both in 

the city and in the countryside.

This book is essential reading for anyone interested in 

China's social and economic transformation, migration 

studies,  or  the  impact  of  globalization  on  rural 

communities. It is a timely and important contribution 
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to our understanding of one of the defining trends of 

our time.
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Chapter 1: The Call of the City

The allure of urban opportunities

The bright lights of the city beckon, promising a world 

of opportunity and excitement. For many young people 

in  China's  rural  villages,  the  allure  of  urban 

opportunities is simply too strong to resist.

In the city, they see the chance to earn higher wages, to 

escape  the  backbreaking  labor  of  farming,  and  to 

experience a more modern and cosmopolitan lifestyle. 

They dream of attending university, starting a business, 

or  simply  finding  a  job  that  allows  them  to  live 

comfortably and support their families.

The city also offers a sense of freedom and anonymity 

that is often lacking in rural villages. In the city, young 

people  can  reinvent  themselves,  free  from  the 

expectations  and  constraints  of  their  families  and 

communities.  They  can  explore  new  interests,  meet 

new people, and create a new life for themselves.
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Of  course,  the  city  is  not  without  its  challenges. 

Migrants  often  face  discrimination,  exploitation,  and 

loneliness.  They  may  struggle  to  find  affordable 

housing, healthcare, and education. They may also find 

it difficult to adjust to the fast-paced and competitive 

urban environment.

But for many young people,  the potential  rewards of 

migration  outweigh  the  risks.  The  city  represents  a 

chance to escape poverty, to achieve their dreams, and 

to build a better life for themselves and their families.

The economic pull of the city

One  of  the  most  powerful  factors  driving  migration 

from rural to urban areas in China is the economic pull 

of the city.  In recent decades,  China has experienced 

rapid  economic  growth,  and  this  growth  has  been 

concentrated  in  urban  areas.  As  a  result,  there  is  a 

significant wage gap between urban and rural areas.
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For example,  in  2020,  the  average annual  income of 

urban residents in China was 49,783 yuan,  while the 

average  annual  income  of  rural  residents  was  just 

17,904 yuan. This means that urban residents earned 

more than twice as much as rural residents.

This  wage  gap  is  a  major  incentive  for  people  to 

migrate from rural to urban areas. By moving to the 

city,  migrants  can  hope  to  earn  higher  wages  and 

improve their standard of living.

The social and cultural attractions of the city

In addition to the economic pull of the city, there are 

also a number of social and cultural factors that attract 

migrants to urban areas.

For example, cities offer a wider range of educational 

opportunities  than  rural  areas.  This  is  especially 

important for young people who want to pursue higher 

education.
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Cities  also  offer  a  more  diverse  and vibrant  cultural 

environment than rural areas. In the city, migrants can 

experience new foods, new music,  and new forms of 

entertainment.  They  can  also  meet  people  from 

different backgrounds and cultures.

This diversity and vibrancy is often seen as a positive 

aspect  of  city  life,  and  it  can  be  a  major  draw  for 

migrants.

The decision to migrate

The decision to migrate from a rural village to a city is 

often a difficult one. Migrants must weigh the potential 

benefits of migration against the risks. They must also 

consider the impact that migration will have on their 

families and communities.

Despite  the challenges,  many people  in  China's  rural 

villages are choosing to migrate to urban areas. They 

are drawn by the allure of  urban opportunities,  and 

10



they believe that the city offers them a better chance of 

achieving their dreams.
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Chapter 1: The Call of the City

The decision to leave home

The  decision  to  leave  home  is  never  easy.  It  is  a 

wrenching choice that can be filled with both hope and 

fear.  For  many  migrants,  the  decision  to  leave  their 

villages is driven by economic necessity. They are lured 

by  the  promise  of  higher  wages  and  better 

opportunities in the city.  They dream of a life where 

they can provide  a  better  future  for  themselves  and 

their families.

But the decision to leave home is also fraught with risk. 

Migrants often face discrimination and prejudice in the 

city.  They  may  struggle  to  find  work,  and  they  may 

have  difficulty  adjusting  to  the  fast-paced  urban 

lifestyle. They may also miss their families and friends 

back home.

Despite  the risks,  millions of  Chinese have made the 

difficult decision to leave their villages in search of a 
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better life in the city. They are driven by a combination 

of economic necessity, personal ambition, and a desire 

for a brighter future.

For  some  migrants,  the  decision  to  leave  home  is  a 

gradual  process.  They  may  start  by  spending  a  few 

months  working  in  the  city  each  year,  while  still 

maintaining their ties to their village. Over time, they 

may decide to move to the city permanently.

For others, the decision to leave home is more sudden. 

They  may  be  forced  to  leave  their  village  due  to  a 

natural  disaster,  or  they  may  be  evicted  from  their 

land. Whatever the reason, the decision to leave home 

is a life-changing event.

The decision to leave home is often a difficult one, but 

it  can  also  be  a  rewarding  one.  Migrants  who  are 

successful in the city can earn higher wages, improve 

their standard of living, and provide a better future for 

their  families.  They  can  also  gain  new  skills  and 

experiences, and they can expand their horizons.
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Chapter 1: The Call of the City

The challenges of migration

Leaving  one's  home and community  to  migrate  to  a 

new  and  unfamiliar  city  is  a  daunting  prospect. 

Migrants face a multitude of challenges, both practical 

and emotional.

One of the most immediate challenges is finding a place 

to live. In many cities, housing is scarce and expensive, 

especially for low-income migrants.  Migrants may be 

forced to live in crowded and unsanitary slums or to 

share cramped apartments with multiple roommates.

Another challenge is finding work. Migrants often lack 

the skills or education required for formal sector jobs, 

and they may be forced to take low-paying, precarious 

jobs  in  the  informal  sector.  They  may  also  face 

discrimination  from  employers  who  are  reluctant  to 

hire migrants.

14



Migrants also face social and cultural challenges. They 

may be isolated from their  families  and friends,  and 

they may struggle  to  fit  into their  new communities. 

They  may  experience  discrimination  and  prejudice 

from local residents, who may view them as outsiders 

or a threat to their jobs.

The challenges of migration can be overwhelming, and 

many migrants experience mental and physical health 

problems as a result. They may feel anxious, depressed, 

or homesick. They may also be at risk of exploitation 

and abuse.

Despite  the  challenges,  many  migrants  are  able  to 

overcome them and build new lives for themselves in 

the city. They may find jobs that allow them to support 

their  families,  and  they  may  make  new  friends  and 

build  new  communities.  Migration  can  be  a 

transformative  experience,  offering  migrants  the 

opportunity  to  improve their  lives  and achieve  their 

dreams.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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