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Introduction

The presidency of the United States is one of the most 

powerful  and  influential  positions  in  the  world.  The 

president is the head of state, the commander-in-chief 

of  the  armed  forces,  and  the  chief  diplomat  of  the 

United States. The president also has the power to veto 

laws passed by Congress, and to appoint and remove 

members  of  the  Cabinet  and  other  high-level 

government officials.

The  presidency  has  evolved  significantly  since  its 

creation in 1789. In the early days of the republic, the 

president  was  a  relatively  weak  figure,  with  limited 

powers  and responsibilities.  However,  over  time,  the 

presidency  has  become  increasingly  powerful,  as 
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presidents  have  taken  on  new  roles  and 

responsibilities.

One of the most significant changes in the presidency 

has been the rise of the "modern presidency." This term 

refers to the presidency as it has existed since the early 

20th century,  when presidents  began to  take a  more 

active role in shaping public policy. Modern presidents 

have used their powers to expand the size and scope of 

the federal government, to create new social programs, 

and to lead the country through wars and other crises.

The modern presidency has also been marked by the 

rise of  the "imperial  presidency."  This  term refers to 

the  tendency  of  presidents  to  assert  their  authority 

over other branches of government, and to act without 

the consent of Congress. Imperial presidents have often 

used  their  powers  to  wage  war,  to  conduct  foreign 

policy, and to implement domestic policies.

The  presidency  is  a  complex  and  ever-evolving 

institution.  The  powers  and  responsibilities  of  the 
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president have changed significantly over time, and the 

presidency  has  played  a  central  role  in  shaping  the 

history of the United States.

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the 

American  presidency.  It  examines  the  origins  of  the 

presidency,  the  evolution  of  presidential  power,  and 

the  challenges  facing  the  presidency  in  the  21st 

century.  The  book also  provides  in-depth  analysis  of 

the presidency under different presidents, from George 

Washington to Donald Trump.

This book is essential reading for anyone who wants to 

understand the American presidency. It  is a valuable 

resource for students of history, political science, and 

public policy. It  is also a fascinating read for anyone 

who  is  interested  in  the  inner  workings  of  the 

American government.
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Book Description

The American Presidency: The Evolving Landscape 

provides a comprehensive overview of  the American 

presidency, from its origins to the challenges it faces in 

the 21st century. The book examines the evolution of 

presidential  power,  the  relationship  between  the 

president and other branches of government, and the 

impact  of  the  presidency  on  American  politics  and 

society.

The American Presidency: The Evolving Landscape 

is  essential  reading  for  anyone  who  wants  to 

understand the American presidency. It  is a valuable 

resource for students of history, political science, and 

public policy. It  is also a fascinating read for anyone 

who  is  interested  in  the  inner  workings  of  the 

American government.

Pasquale  De  Marco is  a  leading  expert  on  the 

American  presidency.  He  has  written  extensively  on 

4



the  history  of  the  presidency,  the  powers  and 

responsibilities  of  the  president,  and  the  challenges 

facing the presidency in the 21st century.

In  The  American  Presidency:  The  Evolving 

Landscape,  Pasquale De Marco provides a clear and 

concise  overview  of  the  American  presidency.  He 

examines the origins of the presidency, the evolution of 

presidential  power,  and  the  challenges  facing  the 

presidency in the 21st century.

Pasquale De Marco also provides in-depth analysis of 

the presidency under different presidents, from George 

Washington  to  Donald  Trump.  He  explores  the 

strengths  and  weaknesses  of  each  president,  and  he 

assesses their impact on American history.

The American Presidency: The Evolving Landscape 

is a must-read for anyone who wants to understand the 

American  presidency.  It  is  a  valuable  resource  for 

students, scholars, and anyone who is interested in the 

inner workings of the American government. 
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Chapter  1:  Foundations  of  the 

Presidency

The Constitutional Framework

The Constitution of  the United States  is  the supreme 

law of the land, and it establishes the framework for 

the American government. The Constitution created the 

presidency,  and  it  defines  the  powers  and 

responsibilities of the president.

The president is the head of state and the commander-

in-chief of the armed forces. The president also has the 

power to veto laws passed by Congress, and to appoint 

and remove members of the Cabinet and other high-

level government officials.

The Constitution also establishes the system of checks 

and balances,  which divides  power among the  three 

branches  of  government:  the  executive  branch,  the 

legislative branch, and the judicial branch. This system 
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is designed to prevent any one branch of government 

from becoming too powerful.

The president is the head of the executive branch, and 

he has the power to enforce laws and to carry out the 

policies of the government. The president also has the 

power to make treaties with foreign governments, and 

to  appoint  ambassadors  and  other  diplomatic 

representatives.

The legislative branch is responsible for making laws. 

Congress,  which  is  made  up  of  the  Senate  and  the 

House  of  Representatives,  has  the  power  to  declare 

war, to raise taxes, and to regulate commerce. Congress 

also has the power to impeach the president,  and to 

remove him from office if he is convicted of treason, 

bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors.

The judicial branch is responsible for interpreting the 

laws and for resolving disputes. The Supreme Court is 

the  highest  court  in  the  land,  and  its  decisions  are 
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binding on all other courts. The Supreme Court also has 

the power to declare laws unconstitutional.

The system of checks and balances ensures that no one 

branch of government can become too powerful. The 

president  can  veto  laws  passed  by  Congress,  but 

Congress can override the president's veto with a two-

thirds  vote.  The  Supreme  Court  can  declare  laws 

unconstitutional,  but  the  president  can  appoint  new 

Supreme Court justices who are more likely to uphold 

his policies.

The system of checks and balances is  a delicate one, 

and  it  has  been  tested  many  times  throughout 

American  history.  However,  the  system  has  always 

held  up,  and  it  has  ensured  that  the  American 

government  remains  one  of  the  most  stable  and 

successful governments in the world.
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Chapter  1:  Foundations  of  the 

Presidency

The First Presidents and the Shaping of the 

Office

The first presidents of the United States played a crucial 

role  in  shaping  the  office  of  the  presidency.  They 

established  many  of  the  traditions  and  norms  that 

continue  to  govern  the  presidency  today.  They  also 

faced a number of challenges that helped to define the 

role  of  the  president  in  the  American  system  of 

government.

George  Washington  was  the  first  president  of  the 

United  States.  He  served  from  1789  to  1797. 

Washington was a towering figure in American history, 

and  his  presidency  set  the  tone  for  the  office.  He 

established  many  of  the  traditions  and  norms  that 

continue to govern the presidency today. For example, 

Washington  established  the  precedent  of  a  two-term 
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presidency.  He  also  established  the  tradition  of  the 

president delivering an annual address to Congress.

John Adams was  the  second president  of  the  United 

States. He served from 1797 to 1801. Adams was a less 

successful  president  than  Washington,  but  he  also 

made  important  contributions  to  the  shaping  of  the 

presidency. Adams was the first president to live in the 

White House. He also established the tradition of the 

president giving a State of the Union address.

Thomas Jefferson was the third president of the United 

States.  He served from 1801 to 1809.  Jefferson was a 

brilliant  and  influential  president.  He  expanded  the 

powers of the presidency, and he played a major role in 

the  development  of  American  democracy.  Jefferson 

was the first president to purchase land for the United 

States. He also established the tradition of the president 

giving an inaugural address.

James Madison was the fourth president of the United 

States.  He served from 1809 to  1817.  Madison was a 
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skilled diplomat, and he led the United States through 

the War of 1812. Madison also strengthened the powers 

of the presidency, and he played a major role in the 

development of the American economy. Madison was 

the first president to establish a national bank. He also 

established  the  tradition  of  the  president  giving  a 

farewell address.

The first presidents of the United States faced a number 

of  challenges  that  helped  to  define  the  role  of  the 

president  in  the  American  system  of  government. 

These  challenges  included  the  need  to  establish  a 

strong and effective government,  the need to  protect 

the rights of citizens, and the need to defend the nation 

against foreign threats. The first presidents met these 

challenges with courage and determination, and they 

laid  the  foundation  for  a  strong  and  prosperous 

American republic.
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Chapter  1:  Foundations  of  the 

Presidency

The Rise of Political Parties and Presidential 

Power

The rise of political parties in the United States had a 

profound  impact  on  the  development  of  the 

presidency.  Before the emergence of  political  parties, 

presidents were elected by the Electoral College, which 

was  composed  of  electors  chosen  by  the  state 

legislatures. This system gave state legislatures a great 

deal of power in the selection of the president.

The first  political  party  in  the  United States  was  the 

Federalist  Party,  which  was  founded  in  1792  by 

Alexander  Hamilton.  The  Federalists  supported  a 

strong central  government  and a  national  bank.  The 

Democratic-Republican  Party,  founded  in  1793  by 

Thomas Jefferson, opposed the Federalists' policies and 
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favored  a  weaker  central  government  and  states' 

rights.

The rise of political parties led to a more competitive 

presidential election process. In the early years of the 

republic, presidents were often elected without facing 

any  serious  opposition.  However,  as  political  parties 

became  more  powerful,  they  began  to  nominate 

candidates  for  president  and  to  campaign  on  their 

behalf.  This  led  to  more  competitive  elections  and 

made it more difficult for presidents to win re-election.

The rise of political parties also led to a change in the 

way that presidents governed. Before the emergence of 

political  parties,  presidents were able to govern with 

the support of a broad coalition of interests. However, 

as political parties became more powerful, presidents 

began to rely more on their party for support. This led 

to a more partisan style of government, as presidents 

sought  to  reward  their  supporters  and  punish  their 

opponents.
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The  rise  of  political  parties  also  had  a  significant 

impact  on the  power of  the  presidency.  In  the  early 

years of the republic, presidents had a relatively weak 

position.  However,  as  political  parties  became  more 

powerful,  presidents  began  to  assert  their  authority 

over  other  branches  of  government.  This  led  to  a 

gradual increase in the power of the presidency.

The rise of political parties was a major turning point 

in the development of the American presidency. It led 

to a more competitive election process, a more partisan 

style of government, and a more powerful presidency.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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