
The Book of Opera Librettos

Introduction

Opera is the most dramatic of all art forms. It combines 

music, theater, and dance to tell stories that are both 

timeless  and  timely.  Opera  has  been  around  for 

centuries,  and  it  continues  to  evolve  and  grow  in 

popularity.

The  Book  of  Opera  Librettos  is  a  celebration  of  the 

world of opera. In this book, you will find everything 

you need to know about opera, from its history to its 

greatest  composers  and singers.  You will  also  find a 

selection of the most popular opera librettos, complete 

with translations and commentary.

Whether  you  are  a  seasoned  opera  lover  or  a 

newcomer to the art form, The Book of Opera Librettos 
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is the perfect book for you. This book will help you to 

appreciate the beauty and power of opera.

Opera is a powerful art form that can move us to tears, 

make  us  laugh,  and  open  our  minds  to  new 

possibilities. It is a gift that has been passed down from 

generation to generation, and it is a gift that we should 

all cherish.

I  hope  that  you  enjoy  reading  The  Book  of  Opera 

Librettos as much as I enjoyed writing it.
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Book Description

The Book of Opera Librettos is the perfect introduction 

to  the  world  of  opera.  In  this  book,  you  will  find 

everything  you  need  to  know  about  opera,  from  its 

history to its greatest composers and singers. You will 

also find a selection of the most popular opera librettos, 

complete with translations and commentary.

Whether  you  are  a  seasoned  opera  lover  or  a 

newcomer to the art form, The Book of Opera Librettos 

is the perfect book for you. This book will help you to 

appreciate the beauty and power of opera.

Opera is a powerful art form that can move us to tears, 

make  us  laugh,  and  open  our  minds  to  new 

possibilities. It is a gift that has been passed down from 

generation to generation, and it is a gift that we should 

all cherish.

In The Book of Opera Librettos, you will find:
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 A  comprehensive  history  of  opera,  from  its 

origins  in  the  Renaissance  to  its  modern 

incarnations

 Profiles  of  the  greatest  opera  composers,  from 

Mozart to Verdi to Wagner

 A  guide  to  the  different  types  of  opera,  from 

grand opera to comic opera to chamber opera

 A selection of the most popular opera librettos, 

complete with translations and commentary

 A glossary of opera terms

 A list of recommended opera recordings

With  The  Book  of  Opera  Librettos,  you  will  have 

everything you need to enjoy the world of opera. So sit 

back, relax, and let the music wash over you.
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Chapter 1: Opera's Greatest Hits

The Marriage of Figaro

The  Marriage  of  Figaro  is  one  of  the  most  popular 

operas  ever  written.  It  was  composed  by  Wolfgang 

Amadeus Mozart to an Italian libretto by Lorenzo Da 

Ponte. The opera was first performed in Vienna in 1786 

and has been performed countless times since then.

The Marriage of Figaro is a comedy that tells the story 

of Figaro, a barber who is about to marry Susanna, the 

Countess  Almaviva's  maid.  However,  the  Count 

Almaviva has his own designs on Susanna, and he tries 

to prevent the wedding from taking place.

The Marriage of Figaro is a masterpiece of comic opera. 

The music is  sparkling and witty,  and the characters 

are both believable and endearing. The opera is full of 

mistaken identities, disguises, and slapstick comedy.

One  of  the  most  famous  scenes  in  The  Marriage  of 

Figaro  is  the  "Figaro-Susanna  duet."  In  this  scene, 
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Figaro and Susanna sing about their love for each other 

and their hopes for the future. The duet is a beautiful 

and  moving  piece  of  music,  and  it  is  one  of  the 

highlights of the opera.

The  Marriage  of  Figaro  is  a  timeless  classic  that 

continues to delight audiences around the world. It is a 

must-see for any opera lover.

The Marriage of Figaro has been praised for its clever 

libretto,  memorable  characters,  and  beautiful  music. 

The  opera  has  been  adapted  into  several  films  and 

television productions.

The  Marriage  of  Figaro  is  a  significant  work  in  the 

history of opera. It is one of the first operas to feature a 

working-class protagonist, and it is also one of the first 

operas to deal with social issues such as class conflict 

and sexual harassment.

The Marriage of Figaro is a powerful and moving opera 

that continues to resonate with audiences today.
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Chapter 1: Opera's Greatest Hits

The Barber of Seville

The Barber of Seville is one of the most popular operas 

in the world. It is a comic opera in two acts, with music 

by Gioachino Rossini and an Italian libretto by Cesare 

Sterbini.  The  opera  was  first  performed  in  Rome  in 

1816  and  has  since  been  performed  countless  times 

around the world.

The  story  of  The  Barber  of  Seville  is  set  in  Seville, 

Spain, in the 18th century. The opera tells the story of 

Count Almaviva, who is in love with Rosina, the ward 

of Dr. Bartolo. Bartolo plans to marry Rosina himself, 

but Almaviva enlists the help of Figaro, the barber of 

Seville, to help him win Rosina's heart.

The Barber of Seville is a delightful opera that is full of 

humor, wit, and charm. The music is beautiful and the 

characters are unforgettable. The opera is a must-see 

for any opera lover.
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Here  are  some  of  the  highlights  of  The  Barber  of 

Seville:

 The  overture  is  one  of  the  most  famous  and 

recognizable pieces of music in the world.

 The aria "Largo al factotum" is one of the most 

famous arias in the opera repertoire.

 The  duet  "Dunque  io  son"  is  a  beautiful  and 

moving love duet.

 The finale of the opera is a thrilling and exciting 

conclusion to the story.

The Barber of Seville is a timeless classic that continues 

to entertain audiences around the world. It is a must-

see for any opera lover.
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Chapter 1: Opera's Greatest Hits

La Bohème

Giacomo  Puccini's  La  Bohème  is  one  of  the  most 

popular operas in the world. It is a story of love, loss, 

and longing, set in the bohemian world of Paris in the 

1830s. The opera follows the lives of four young artists: 

Rodolfo,  a  poet;  Marcello,  a  painter;  Schaunard,  a 

musician; and Colline, a philosopher.

The opera opens with Rodolfo and Marcello sitting in a 

cold, dark attic, trying to write. They are both poor and 

struggling to make ends meet. Rodolfo is in love with 

Mimì,  a  beautiful  young  woman  who  lives  in  the 

apartment below. Marcello is in love with Musetta,  a 

flirtatious and capricious woman.

The four friends spend their days and nights drinking, 

singing,  and  talking  about  their  dreams.  But  their 

happiness  is  short-lived.  Mimì  falls  ill  with 

consumption,  and  Rodolfo  is  unable  to  afford  her 
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medicine. The friends try to help, but it is no use. Mimì 

dies in Rodolfo's arms, and the opera ends with a tragic 

farewell.

La Bohème is a powerful and moving opera that has 

touched the hearts of audiences for over a century. It is 

a story of love, loss, and the human condition.

One of the things that makes La Bohème so popular is 

its beautiful music. Puccini's melodies are soaring and 

unforgettable, and they perfectly capture the emotions 

of  the  story.  The  opera  also  has  a  number  of 

memorable  characters,  including  Rodolfo,  Mimì, 

Marcello, and Musetta. These characters are all flawed 

and human, and they are easy to relate to.

La  Bohème  is  a  timeless  opera  that  continues  to  be 

performed  and  enjoyed  by  audiences  around  the 

world. It is a powerful and moving story that will stay 

with you long after you have seen it.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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