
From  the  Ordinary  to  the 

Extraordinary:  The  Poet  Behind  the 

Businessman

Introduction

Wallace Stevens, the renowned American poet, was a 

man of  remarkable  duality.  He  seamlessly  navigated 

the  worlds  of  poetry  and business,  leaving  behind a 

legacy that continues to inspire and intrigue readers to 

this  day.  His  unique  perspective,  shaped  by  his 

experiences as both a poet and a businessman, allowed 

him  to  explore  the  complexities  of  human  existence 

with depth and nuance.

Stevens' poetry is a testament to his keen observation 

of the world around him. He delved into the intricacies 

of  everyday  life,  finding  beauty  and  meaning  in  the 

ordinary. His poems are filled with vivid imagery and 
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rich  symbolism,  inviting  readers  to  contemplate  the 

deeper  significance  of  the  seemingly  mundane. 

Through  his  exploration  of  themes  such  as  time, 

mortality, and the nature of reality, Stevens challenges 

us to question our assumptions and to see the world 

with fresh eyes.

Beyond  his  poetic  achievements,  Stevens  was  also  a 

successful businessman in the insurance industry. His 

experience  in  the  corporate  world  profoundly 

influenced his  writing,  providing  him with  a  unique 

vantage  point  from  which  to  examine  the  interplay 

between  art  and  commerce.  Stevens  recognized  the 

challenges and limitations of the business world, but he 

also saw its potential for creativity and innovation. He 

believed that poetry could transcend the boundaries of 

the everyday and offer a glimpse into the transcendent.

The duality of Stevens' life allowed him to bridge the 

gap  between  the  creative  and  the  practical,  the 

imaginative and the mundane. He saw no contradiction 
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in  being  both  a  poet  and  a  businessman;  rather,  he 

believed  that  these  two  aspects  of  his  life 

complemented  each  other  and  enriched  his 

understanding of the human condition.

Stevens' work continues to resonate with readers of all 

backgrounds,  offering  insights  into  the  human 

experience  that  are  both  timeless  and  timely.  His 

poetry  invites  us  to  explore  the  depths  of  our  own 

consciousness, to question our assumptions, and to find 

beauty in the ordinary moments of life. Stevens' legacy 

is  one  of  creativity,  innovation,  and  a  profound 

understanding of the human spirit.

While Stevens' poetry has been the subject of extensive 

critical analysis, his life as a businessman has received 

less  attention.  This  book  aims  to  shed  light  on  this 

lesser-known aspect of Stevens' life and to explore the 

ways in which his experiences in the corporate world 

influenced  his  poetic  vision.  Through  a  close 

examination  of  Stevens'  correspondence,  business 
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records,  and personal papers,  this  book offers a new 

perspective on the life and work of one of America's 

most celebrated poets.
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Book Description

In this captivating exploration of Wallace Stevens' life 

and work, we journey beyond the familiar image of the 

poet  as  a  solitary  figure  lost  in  contemplation.  We 

uncover the remarkable story of a man who seamlessly 

traversed the worlds of poetry and business, drawing 

inspiration from both realms to create a body of work 

that is both profound and enduring.

With  meticulous  research  and  engaging  prose,  this 

book  delves  into  Stevens'  experiences  as  a  surety 

lawyer  and  insurance  executive,  revealing  the 

profound  impact  these  roles  had  on  his  poetic 

imagination.  Stevens'  firsthand  encounters  with  the 

complexities  of  business  and  finance  provided  him 

with a unique perspective on the human condition, one 

that  informed  and  enriched  his  poetry  in  countless 

ways.

5



Through  a  close  examination  of  Stevens' 

correspondence,  business  records,  and  personal 

papers,  this  book  sheds  new  light  on  the  creative 

process of one of America's most celebrated poets. We 

witness  Stevens  grappling  with  the  challenges  of 

balancing his artistic pursuits with the demands of the 

corporate  world,  ultimately  finding  a  harmonious 

blend of the two that allowed him to produce some of 

the most insightful and innovative poetry of the 20th 

century.

This  book  is  not  merely  a  biography;  it  is  an 

exploration  of  the  intricate  relationship  between  art 

and  commerce,  creativity  and  practicality.  It  is  a 

testament  to  the  power of  human ingenuity  and the 

boundless possibilities that arise when we embrace the 

duality of our nature.

Whether  you  are  a  longtime  admirer  of  Wallace 

Stevens'  poetry or simply seeking a fresh perspective 

on the life of a creative genius, this book promises to 
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deepen your understanding and appreciation of one of 

America's  most important literary figures.  Prepare to 

embark  on  a  journey  that  will  challenge  your 

assumptions  about  the  nature  of  poetry,  the  role  of 

business in society, and the remarkable achievements 

that can be realized when these two worlds converge.
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Chapter 1: The Duality of Man

The  Businessman  and  the  Poet:  Wallace 

Stevens' Two Worlds

Wallace Stevens, the enigmatic American poet,  was a 

man of striking duality. He deftly navigated the worlds 

of poetry and business, seamlessly merging his creative 

and  practical  sides.  This  unique  fusion  of  seemingly 

disparate  realms  profoundly  influenced  his  life  and 

work, shaping his poetic vision and imbuing his verse 

with a distinctive blend of imagination and insight.

Stevens' business acumen and poetic genius were not 

merely complementary; they were deeply intertwined. 

His experiences in the corporate world provided him 

with  a  wealth  of  material  for  his  poetry,  while  his 

poetic  sensibility  informed his  approach to  business. 

Stevens' ability to bridge these two seemingly disparate 

worlds  allowed  him  to  see  the  extraordinary  in  the 

ordinary,  to  find  beauty  in  the  mundane,  and  to 
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explore  the  complexities  of  human  existence  with 

remarkable depth and nuance.

In  his  business  career,  Stevens  was  a  successful 

insurance executive. He rose through the ranks of the 

Hartford Accident and Indemnity Company, eventually 

becoming vice  president.  His  success  in  the  business 

world was due in no small part to his sharp intellect, 

his  attention  to  detail,  and  his  ability  to  see  the  big 

picture.  However,  Stevens  was  not  merely  a 

businessman;  he  was  also  a  poet  at  heart.  He found 

inspiration in the everyday occurrences of his business 

life, transforming them into works of art that explored 

the human condition and the nature of reality.

Stevens' poetry is replete with imagery and symbolism 

drawn  from  the  world  of  business  and  finance.  He 

writes of "the insurance man" who "sits in his tower" 

and of "the poet" who "walks the streets." He explores 

the tension between the material and the spiritual, the 

practical  and  the  imaginative.  In  Stevens'  work,  the 
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business world is not merely a backdrop for his poetry; 

it is an integral part of his artistic vision.

Stevens' unique perspective, shaped by his dual roles 

as businessman and poet, allowed him to see the world 

in a way that few others could. He was able to discern 

the beauty in the ordinary and to find meaning in the 

mundane. His poetry invites us to do the same, to see 

the  extraordinary  in  the  everyday  and to  appreciate 

the beauty of the world around us.
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Chapter 1: The Duality of Man

The Influence of Stevens' Work in Surety Law 

on His Poetry

In the realm of poetry, Wallace Stevens is celebrated as 

a  master  of  language,  a  visionary  explorer  of  the 

human condition. Yet, beneath the surface of his poetic 

brilliance  lay  a  lesser-known  but  equally  fascinating 

aspect of his life:  his successful career in surety law. 

This  unique  blend  of  creative  and  practical  pursuits 

had a profound influence on Stevens' poetry, shaping 

his  themes,  imagery,  and  worldview  in  unexpected 

ways.

Stevens'  work  in  surety  law  exposed  him  to  the 

intricacies  of  contracts,  the  complexities  of  financial 

transactions,  and  the  harsh  realities  of  the  business 

world.  This  experience  provided  him  with  a  unique 

vantage  point  from which  to  observe  human nature 

and the interplay of personal and economic forces. In 
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his poems, Stevens often explored the tension between 

the imaginative and the practical, the ethereal and the 

mundane.

One of the most striking ways in which Stevens' legal 

background  influenced  his  poetry  is  his  use  of  legal 

language and imagery.  His poems are peppered with 

references  to  contracts,  bonds,  and  other  legal 

concepts. In "The Emperor of Ice-Cream," for example, 

Stevens writes:  "The only emperor is  the emperor of 

ice-cream."  This  seemingly whimsical  line takes on a 

deeper meaning when we consider Stevens' familiarity 

with  the  legal  concept  of  an  "emperor  clause,"  a 

provision in a contract that grants special powers to a 

particular party.  By invoking this legal  term, Stevens 

imbues  the  ordinary  ice-cream man with  a  sense  of 

authority and majesty.

Stevens'  legal  background  also  influenced  his 

exploration  of  themes  related  to  order  and  chaos, 

control and freedom. In the poem "Sunday Morning," 
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Stevens reflects on the conflict between the desire for 

stability  and  the  allure  of  the  unknown: 

"Complacencies of the peignoir,  and late /  Coffee and 

oranges  in  a  sunny chair."  The speaker  of  the poem 

finds  solace  in  the  familiar  routine  of  a  Sunday 

morning,  yet  longs  for  something  more,  something 

beyond  the  confines  of  domesticity.  This  tension 

between  the  comforting  and  the  unsettling  is  a 

recurring theme in Stevens' poetry, and it can be traced 

back to his experiences in the legal  world,  where he 

witnessed firsthand the fragility of order and the ever-

present threat of disruption.

Perhaps the most profound influence of Stevens' legal 

career on his poetry is his heightened awareness of the 

power  of  language.  As  a  surety  lawyer,  Stevens  was 

tasked  with  drafting  and  interpreting  contracts, 

documents that have the power to bind individuals and 

organizations  in  complex  legal  relationships.  This 

experience gave him a deep understanding of the ways 

in which language can be used to create,  shape,  and 
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control reality. In his poems, Stevens often plays with 

language, using it to explore the limits of meaning and 

to question the very nature of reality.

Through his unique perspective as a poet and a lawyer, 

Wallace Stevens created a body of  work that  is  both 

intellectually stimulating and emotionally resonant. His 

poetry  reflects  the  complexities  of  modern  life, 

capturing  the  tension  between  the  creative  and  the 

practical,  the imaginative and the mundane.  Stevens' 

legal background provided him with a rich source of 

inspiration,  allowing  him  to  explore  the  human 

condition with depth and nuance.
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Chapter 1: The Duality of Man

The Intersection of Poetry and Economics in 

Stevens' Life

Wallace  Stevens  was  a  man  of  remarkable  duality, 

seamlessly  navigating  the  worlds  of  poetry  and 

business.  His  unique  perspective,  shaped  by  his 

experiences in both realms, allowed him to explore the 

complexities  of  human  existence  with  depth  and 

nuance.

Stevens'  work  as  a  surety  lawyer  and  insurance 

executive profoundly influenced his poetic vision. The 

business  world  provided  him  with  a  firsthand 

understanding  of  the  challenges  and  limitations  of 

capitalism, as well  as the potential  for creativity and 

innovation  within  its  structures.  Stevens  recognized 

that the pursuit of profit often came at the expense of 

human  values,  but  he  also  saw  the  potential  for 

business to be a force for good in society.
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This tension between the creative and the practical is a 

recurring theme in Stevens' poetry. In poems such as 

"The Emperor of Ice-Cream" and "Sunday Morning," he 

juxtaposes  the  beauty  of  the  natural  world  with  the 

sterility  and  materialism  of  modern  life.  Stevens' 

poetry  is  a  testament  to  his  belief  that  poetry  could 

transcend the boundaries of the everyday and offer a 

glimpse into the transcendent.

Stevens'  experience  in  the  business  world  also 

influenced  his  poetic  style.  His  poems  are  often 

characterized by their precision and clarity,  qualities 

that  he  honed  through  his  work  in  the  legal  and 

financial fields. Stevens' poetry is also known for its use 

of imagery and symbolism, which he used to explore 

the complex relationship between the inner and outer 

worlds.

The intersection of poetry and economics in Stevens' 

life is a fascinating and fruitful area of study. His work 

offers a  unique perspective on the human condition, 
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one that  is  both timeless  and timely.  Stevens'  poetry 

challenges us  to  question our assumptions about  the 

nature of art,  the role of business in society, and the 

relationship between the two.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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