
Heroic  Sea  Tigers:  Triumphs  of  the 

Canadian Destroyer

Introduction

Pasquale  De  Marco,  a  renowned  maritime  historian, 

delves  into  the  captivating  story  of  HMCS  Haida, 

Canada's  most  decorated  warship,  in  the  upcoming 

book,  Heroic  Sea  Tigers:  Triumphs  of  the  Canadian 

Destroyer.  This  comprehensive  account  chronicles 

Haida's heroic exploits from the Arctic convoys to the 

D-Day  landings  and  beyond,  shedding  light  on  her 

pivotal role in shaping Canada's naval legacy.

From  her  commissioning  in  1943  to  her 

decommissioning in 1963,  Haida's exceptional service 

record  earned  her  the  admiration  of  allies  and 

adversaries alike. Her daring raids,  relentless pursuit 

of enemy submarines, and unwavering support during 
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amphibious  landings  showcased  the  skill  and 

determination of the Royal Canadian Navy.

This  meticulously  researched  book  draws  upon 

firsthand  accounts,  official  records,  and  exclusive 

interviews to provide a vivid and immersive narrative. 

It transports readers to the heart of the action, allowing 

them to experience the challenges and triumphs faced 

by Haida's crew.

Whether  navigating  treacherous  Arctic  waters, 

engaging  in  fierce  battles  in  the  English  Channel,  or 

carrying  out  peacekeeping  missions  during  the  Cold 

War,  Haida's  story is  a  testament  to  the indomitable 

spirit  of  the  Canadian  Armed  Forces.  Pasquale  De 

Marco  masterfully  captures  the  essence  of  this 

legendary  vessel,  highlighting  her  technological 

advancements,  tactical  prowess,  and  the  unwavering 

dedication of her crew.

Beyond  its  historical  significance,  Haida's  legacy 

extends  to  the  present  day.  Preserved  as  a  national 
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historic site, she serves as a floating museum, offering 

visitors  a  tangible  connection  to  Canada's  rich 

maritime heritage. Through educational programs and 

public tours, Haida continues to inspire generations of 

Canadians, fostering an appreciation for the sacrifices 

made by those who served at sea.

In  the  pages  of  Heroic  Sea  Tigers:  Triumphs  of  the 

Canadian  Destroyer,  Pasquale  De  Marco  unveils  the 

extraordinary  story  of  HMCS  Haida,  a  symbol  of 

Canadian  courage,  innovation,  and  unwavering 

commitment to peace and security.
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Book Description

Prepare  to  embark  on  an  extraordinary  maritime 

adventure  with  Heroic  Sea  Tigers:  Triumphs  of  the 

Canadian  Destroyer,  the  definitive  account  of  HMCS 

Haida, Canada's most celebrated warship.

From  her  commissioning  in  1943  to  her 

decommissioning in 1963, Haida left an indelible mark 

on  Canadian  naval  history.  This  captivating  book 

chronicles  her  heroic  exploits,  from  the  treacherous 

Arctic convoys to the D-Day landings and beyond.

Drawing upon firsthand accounts, official records, and 

exclusive  interviews,  Pasquale  De  Marco  weaves  a 

gripping narrative that transports readers to the heart 

of the action. Experience the frigid waters of the North 

Atlantic, the chaos of battle in the English Channel, and 

the tense confrontations of the Cold War through the 

eyes of Haida's crew.
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Beyond her wartime service, Haida played a vital role 

in peacekeeping missions and international diplomacy. 

Her  goodwill  voyages  and  public  appearances 

showcased  Canada's  commitment  to  peace  and 

security.  Today,  she  remains  a  beloved  national 

treasure,  preserved  as  a  floating  museum  and 

educational center.

Heroic Sea Tigers: Triumphs of the Canadian Destroyer 

not only recounts Haida's remarkable history but also 

explores  her  technological  advancements,  tactical 

innovations,  and  the  unwavering  dedication  of  her 

crew. Through vivid descriptions and expert analysis, 

Pasquale De Marco sheds light on the factors that made 

Haida such a formidable force at sea.

Whether you're a history buff, a military enthusiast, or 

simply fascinated by tales of  courage and adventure, 

Heroic Sea Tigers: Triumphs of the Canadian Destroyer 

is an essential read. It's a testament to the indomitable 

spirit of the Canadian Armed Forces and a celebration 
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of  the  legacy  of  one  of  the  most  iconic  warships  in 

naval history.
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Chapter 1: The Arctic Tiger

Arctic Convoys

Amidst  the  frozen  wastes  of  the  North  Atlantic,  a 

lifeline stretched from North America to the besieged 

shores  of  the  Soviet  Union.  Known  as  the  Arctic 

convoys, this perilous sea lane became a crucial artery 

for the Allied war effort during World War II.

HMCS Haida,  Canada's  legendary destroyer,  played a 

pivotal  role  in  safeguarding  these  convoys.  Braving 

treacherous  ice  floes,  relentless  storms,  and  the 

constant threat of enemy submarines,  Haida and her 

crew escorted merchant ships carrying vital supplies to 

Murmansk, a key port in northwestern Russia.

The  Arctic  convoys  were  a  logistical  nightmare.  The 

ships  had  to  navigate  treacherous  waters,  often  in 

complete  darkness,  with  limited  visibility  and 

unpredictable weather conditions. German submarines 
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lurked beneath the icy depths, posing a constant threat 

to the convoys.

Despite  the  dangers,  Haida's  crew  remained 

undeterred.  They  employed  innovative  tactics  and 

relied on their exceptional seamanship to outmaneuver 

the  enemy.  Their  courage  and  determination  were 

instrumental in ensuring the safe passage of countless 

convoys, delivering much-needed supplies to the Soviet 

Union.

Haida's Arctic service was a testament to the skill and 

resilience of the Royal Canadian Navy. In the face of 

adversity, they emerged as formidable guardians of the 

vital sea route that helped turn the tide of the war in 

favor of the Allies.
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Chapter 1: The Arctic Tiger

Murmansk Runs

HMCS Haida's Arctic convoys, known as the Murmansk 

Runs, were a series of perilous missions undertaken by 

the Royal Canadian Navy during World War II. These 

convoys  carried  vital  supplies  to  the  Soviet  Union, 

helping  to  sustain  the  Eastern  Front  and  bolster  the 

Allied war effort.

The  Arctic  convoys  faced  numerous  challenges, 

including extreme cold, treacherous ice conditions, and 

relentless  attacks  from  German  submarines  and 

aircraft.  Despite these hazards,  Haida and her fellow 

Canadian warships played a crucial role in protecting 

the convoys and ensuring their safe passage.

Haida's first Arctic convoy mission began in September 

1943. The ship was part of a large convoy of over 40 

merchant  vessels,  escorted  by  a  powerful  force  of 

warships.  The convoy sailed through the treacherous 
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waters of the North Atlantic,  braving heavy seas and 

icy winds.

As  the  convoy  approached  the  Soviet  port  of 

Murmansk,  it  came  under  attack  from  German 

submarines.  Haida and the other  escort  ships  fought 

back valiantly, sinking several U-boats and driving off 

others.  The convoy successfully delivered its cargo to 

Murmansk,  providing  much-needed  supplies  to  the 

Soviet war effort.

Haida  participated  in  a  total  of  11  Arctic  convoys 

during World War II. The ship's crew faced numerous 

dangers and hardships during these missions, but they 

never  wavered  in  their  duty.  Haida's  Arctic  convoys 

were a vital contribution to the Allied victory, helping 

to sustain the Soviet Union and keep the Eastern Front 

alive.

In recognition of  her outstanding service,  Haida was 

awarded  the  Battle  Honour  "Arctic  1943-1945."  The 
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ship's crew also received numerous individual awards 

for their bravery and dedication.
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Chapter 1: The Arctic Tiger

Battle of the Barents Sea

On December 31, 1942, a fierce naval battle erupted in 

the  icy  waters  of  the  Barents  Sea,  pitting  a  heavily 

armed German task force against  a  convoy of  Allied 

merchant  ships  escorted  by  the  Canadian  destroyer 

HMCS Haida.

The convoy, known as PQ-8, had sailed from Loch Ewe, 

Scotland,  carrying  vital  supplies  to  the  Soviet  Union. 

The German task force, led by the powerful battleship 

Scharnhorst, was determined to intercept and destroy 

the  convoy,  cutting  off  a  lifeline  to  the  beleaguered 

Soviet forces.

As the convoy steamed through the treacherous Arctic 

waters,  Haida  and  her  fellow  escorts  maintained  a 

vigilant  watch  for  any  sign  of  the  enemy.  On  the 

morning of December 31, lookouts spotted the German 

warships approaching from the horizon.
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Haida immediately launched a smoke screen to conceal 

the  convoy  and  charged  towards  the  enemy.  The 

German ships opened fire, their shells crashing into the 

water around Haida. Undeterred, Haida fired back with 

her own guns, scoring several hits on the Scharnhorst.

The battle raged for hours, with both sides exchanging 

heavy  fire.  Haida's  crew  fought  valiantly,  dodging 

enemy shells  and  launching  torpedo  attacks.  Despite 

their best efforts, Scharnhorst managed to sink one of 

the merchant ships in the convoy.

As the battle reached its climax, Haida found herself in 

a  dangerous position.  The Scharnhorst  had closed in 

and was preparing to launch a devastating broadside. 

With  quick  thinking,  Haida's  captain  ordered  a  full-

speed turn, narrowly avoiding the enemy shells.

The Scharnhorst, its momentum disrupted, was forced 

to  break  off  the  attack.  Haida  and  the  other  escorts 

continued to harass the German task force, preventing 

them from further damaging the convoy.
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As darkness fell,  the Battle of the Barents Sea finally 

came to an end. The German ships retreated, and the 

convoy was able to continue its journey to Murmansk. 

Haida had played a pivotal role in the victory, earning 

the admiration of both the Allies and the Axis powers.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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