
The Eagle In The Turbine

Introduction

The  83rd  Infantry  Division  was  one  of  the  most 

decorated  units  in  the  United  States  Army  during 

World War II.  Activated in August  1942,  the division 

saw combat in Europe for over two years, fighting in 

some  of  the  war's  most  famous  battles.  From  the 

beaches  of  Sicily  to  the  heart  of  Germany,  the  83rd 

Infantry  Division  earned  a  reputation  for  bravery, 

tenacity, and professionalism.

The division's story is one of courage and sacrifice. Its 

soldiers fought in some of the most difficult conditions 

imaginable, against a determined and ruthless enemy. 

They endured long marches,  bitter  cold,  and intense 

combat. But they never gave up. They fought on, day 

after day, week after week, month after month. And in 
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the end, they helped to defeat the Nazis and liberate 

Europe from tyranny.

The 83rd Infantry Division's legacy is one of honor and 

pride. Its soldiers served their country with distinction, 

and  they  will  never  be  forgotten.  Their  story  is  a 

reminder of the sacrifices that our military members 

make in defense of our freedom.

This book tells the story of the 83rd Infantry Division 

from its activation to its  deactivation. It  is  a story of 

courage,  sacrifice,  and  triumph.  It  is  a  story  that 

deserves to be told.

The  83rd  Infantry  Division  was  a  microcosm  of  the 

American Army during World War II. It was made up 

of  men  from  all  walks  of  life,  from  all  parts  of  the 

country.  They  came  together  to  fight  for  a  common 

cause, and they forged bonds that would last a lifetime.

The  division's  story  is  a  reminder  of  the  power  of 

teamwork and the importance of unity. It is a story that 

2



shows what  can be accomplished when people work 

together towards a common goal.
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Book Description

The  83rd  Infantry  Division  was  one  of  the  most 

decorated  units  in  the  United  States  Army  during 

World War II.  Activated in August  1942,  the division 

saw combat in Europe for over two years, fighting in 

some  of  the  war's  most  famous  battles.  From  the 

beaches  of  Sicily  to  the  heart  of  Germany,  the  83rd 

Infantry  Division  earned  a  reputation  for  bravery, 

tenacity, and professionalism.

This book tells the story of the 83rd Infantry Division 

from its activation to its  deactivation. It  is  a story of 

courage,  sacrifice,  and  triumph.  It  is  a  story  that 

deserves to be told.

The book is divided into ten chapters,  each of which 

covers a different aspect of the division's history. The 

first chapter tells the story of the division's activation 

and training. The second chapter covers the division's 

early combat experiences in Sicily and Italy. The third 
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chapter describes the division's role in the invasion of 

Southern France. The fourth chapter tells the story of 

the division's participation in the Battle of the Bulge. 

The fifth chapter covers the division's crossing of the 

Rhine River. The sixth chapter describes the division's 

race to Berlin. The seventh chapter tells the story of the 

division's  return  home  after  the  war.  The  eighth 

chapter  examines  the  division's  legacy  in  popular 

culture. The ninth chapter describes the 83rd Infantry 

Division Museum. The tenth and final chapter discusses 

the division's legacy today.

The book is written in a clear and concise style, and it is 

packed with information. It is a valuable resource for 

anyone interested in the history of the 83rd Infantry 

Division or World War II in general.

The  book  is  also  a  tribute  to  the  men  of  the  83rd 

Infantry  Division.  Their  courage,  sacrifice,  and 

professionalism helped to win the war in Europe. They 

will never be forgotten.
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Chapter 1: The Eagle Takes Flight

The Birth of an Airborne Division

In the early days of  World War II,  the United States 

Army was woefully unprepared for the challenges of 

modern  warfare.  The  Army  lacked  the  mobility  and 

firepower to fight a war against a well-equipped and 

determined enemy. In response to this need, the Army 

began to develop new airborne divisions, which would 

be  capable  of  dropping  behind  enemy  lines  and 

attacking their most vulnerable points.

The 83rd Infantry Division was one of the first airborne 

divisions to be activated. The division was formed in 

August  1942  at  Camp  Claiborne,  Louisiana.  The 

division's first commander was Major General George 

A. Van Horn, a veteran of World War I.

The 83rd Infantry Division was made up of over 15,000 

soldiers,  including  paratroopers,  glider  infantry,  and 

support troops. The division was also equipped with a 
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variety  of  weapons,  including  rifles,  machine  guns, 

artillery, and tanks.

The division's rigorous training program prepared its 

soldiers  for  the  challenges  of  airborne  warfare.  The 

soldiers learned how to parachute from airplanes, how 

to  fight  in  close  combat,  and how to  survive  behind 

enemy lines.

The  83rd  Infantry  Division  was  finally  ready  for 

combat  in  the  summer  of  1943.  The  division's  first 

assignment was to participate in the invasion of Sicily. 

The  division's  paratroopers  were  dropped  behind 

enemy  lines  on  the  night  of  July  9,  1943.  The 

paratroopers  quickly  secured  their  objectives  and 

helped to pave the way for the Allied invasion force.

The 83rd Infantry Division's success in Sicily earned it a 

reputation as one of the Army's most elite units.  The 

division  would  go  on  to  fight  in  some  of  the  most 

important battles of World War II, including the Battle 
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of Anzio, the Battle of Monte Cassino, and the Battle of 

the Bulge.

The 83rd Infantry  Division's  story  is  one of  courage, 

sacrifice,  and  triumph.  The  division's  soldiers  fought 

bravely against a determined and ruthless enemy. They 

endured long marches, bitter cold, and intense combat. 

But they never gave up. They fought on, day after day, 

week after week, month after month. And in the end, 

they  helped  to  defeat  the  Nazis  and  liberate  Europe 

from tyranny.
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Chapter 1: The Eagle Takes Flight

The Early Days of Training and Organization

The 83rd Infantry Division was activated on August 15, 

1942,  at  Camp  Atterbury,  Indiana.  The  division  was 

made up of men from all over the United States, and 

they came from all walks of life. Some were farmers, 

some  were  factory  workers,  and  some  were  college 

students. But they all had one thing in common: they 

were all willing to serve their country.

The division's  early days were spent in training.  The 

men learned how to fight as a unit, how to use their 

weapons, and how to survive on the battlefield. They 

also underwent rigorous physical conditioning, which 

prepared them for the challenges of combat.

In  addition  to  training,  the  division  also  began  to 

develop  its  own  unique  identity.  The  soldiers  of  the 

83rd Infantry Division were known for their toughness, 

their discipline,  and their esprit  de corps.  They were 
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also known for their distinctive patch, which featured 

an eagle clutching a thunderbolt.

The 83rd Infantry Division was ready for combat by the 

spring of 1943. In May of that year, the division was 

deployed  to  North  Africa,  where  it  joined  the  fight 

against  the  Axis  powers.  The  division's  first  major 

combat  operation  was  the  invasion  of  Sicily,  which 

began on July 10, 1943.

The  invasion  of  Sicily  was  a  success,  and  the  83rd 

Infantry Division played a key role  in the operation. 

The division landed on the beaches of Sicily on July 10, 

and  it  quickly  pushed  inland.  The  division's  soldiers 

fought their way through the Sicilian countryside, and 

they helped to liberate the island from Axis control.

After the invasion of Sicily, the 83rd Infantry Division 

was  transferred  to  Italy.  The  division  fought  in  a 

number of battles in Italy, including the Battle of Anzio 

and  the  Battle  of  Monte  Cassino.  The  division  also 

helped to liberate Rome in June 1944.

10



The 83rd Infantry Division's fighting in Italy earned it a 

reputation  as  one  of  the  most  effective  infantry 

divisions  in  the  United  States  Army.  The  division's 

soldiers were known for their bravery, their tenacity, 

and their professionalism. They were also known for 

their ability to adapt to changing circumstances and to 

overcome any obstacle.
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Chapter 1: The Eagle Takes Flight

The Division's First Deployment

The 83rd Infantry Division was activated on August 25, 

1942,  at  Camp  Atterbury,  Indiana.  The  division  was 

made up of men from all walks of life, from all parts of 

the country. They came together to fight for a common 

cause, and they forged bonds that would last a lifetime.

The division's first deployment was to North Africa in 

November 1942. The division landed in Casablanca and 

was  immediately  thrown  into  battle  against  the 

German Afrika Korps. The fighting in North Africa was 

fierce, but the 83rd Infantry Division held its ground.

In April 1943, the division was transferred to Sicily. The 

division  landed  on  the  beaches  of  Sicily  on  July  10, 

1943, and quickly pushed inland. The division played a 

key role in the capture of Palermo and Messina, and 

helped to secure the island for the Allies.
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After the invasion of Sicily, the 83rd Infantry Division 

was  transferred  to  Italy.  The  division  landed  on  the 

beaches of Salerno on September 9, 1943, and quickly 

pushed  inland.  The  division  fought  its  way  up  the 

Italian peninsula, and helped to liberate Rome in June 

1944.

The  83rd  Infantry  Division's  first  deployment  was  a 

success.  The  division  fought  in  some  of  the  most 

difficult battles of the war, and helped to achieve some 

of  the  war's  most  important  victories.  The  division's 

soldiers earned a reputation for bravery, tenacity, and 

professionalism, and they helped to pave the way for 

the Allied victory in Europe.

The  division's  first  deployment  was  also  a  learning 

experience.  The  division  learned  how  to  fight  in  a 

variety of conditions, against a variety of enemies. The 

division also learned the importance of teamwork and 

unity.  These lessons would serve the division well  in 

the years to come.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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