Lost and Found

Introduction

Lost and Found is a thought-provoking examination of
the enduring conflict between Israelis and Palestinians,
delving into its historical roots, human consequences,
and the quest for a just resolution. This book
transcends the conventional narrative, offering a fresh
perspective on the complexities that have shaped this

decades-long struggle.

The weight of history hangs heavy upon this conflict,
with ancient grievances and colonial interventions
leaving an indelible mark on the region. The
establishment of the State of Israel in 1948 and the
subsequent displacement of Palestinians gave rise to a
cycle of violence and occupation that has persisted for

generations.



The human toll of this conflict is immeasurable, with
Palestinian refugees languishing in limbo, economic
disparities widening, and the erosion of human rights
and democracy casting a shadow over the region. The
psychological impact on both Israelis and Palestinians
cannot be understated, leaving deep wounds that

hinder reconciliation.

The geopolitical landscape surrounding this conflict is
ever-shifting, with regional and global powers playing
intricate roles in shaping its trajectory. The rise of
extremism and terrorism has further complicated the
search for a peaceful resolution, while international
law and diplomacy struggle to find a foothold amidst

the turmoil.

Yet, amidst the challenges, there are glimmers of hope.
The resilience and determination of both Israelis and
Palestinians, the tireless efforts of peacebuilders, and
the growing recognition of the need for a just and

lasting solution offer a path forward.



Lost and Found is a clarion call for a renewed
commitment to peace, urging readers to confront the
complexities of this conflict with empathy and
understanding. It challenges us to reimagine the
possibilities for coexistence and to work collectively
towards a future where Israelis and Palestinians can

live side by side in peace and dignity.



Book Description

In Lost and Found, a groundbreaking exploration of
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Pasquale De Marco
presents a fresh perspective on this enduring struggle,
delving into its historical roots, human consequences,

and the quest for a just resolution.

This book transcends the conventional narrative,
avoiding simplistic explanations and easy answers.
Pasquale De Marco masterfully weaves together
historical analysis, personal testimonies, and
geopolitical insights, offering a nuanced understanding
of the complexities that have shaped this decades-long

conflict.

The weight of history hangs heavy upon this conflict,
with ancient grievances and colonial interventions
leaving an indelible mark on the region. The
establishment of the State of Israel in 1948 and the

subsequent displacement of Palestinians gave rise to a



cycle of violence and occupation that has persisted for

generations.

Pasquale De Marco shines a light on the human toll of
this conflict, giving voice to the stories of Palestinian
refugees languishing in limbo, the economic disparities
that divide communities, and the erosion of human
rights and democracy that casts a shadow over the
region. The psychological impact on both Israelis and
Palestinians cannot be understated, leaving deep

wounds that hinder reconciliation.

The geopolitical landscape surrounding this conflict is
ever-shifting, with regional and global powers playing
intricate roles in shaping its trajectory. The rise of
extremism and terrorism has further complicated the
search for a peaceful resolution, while international
law and diplomacy struggle to find a foothold amidst

the turmoil.

Despite the challenges, Pasquale De Marco finds

glimmers of hope in the resilience and determination
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of both Israelis and Palestinians, the tireless efforts of
peacebuilders, and the growing recognition of the need
for a just and lasting solution. Lost and Found is a
clarion call for a renewed commitment to peace, urging
readers to confront the complexities of this conflict

with empathy and understanding.

This book challenges us to reimagine the possibilities
for coexistence and to work collectively towards a
future where Israelis and Palestinians can live side by

side in peace and dignity.



Chapter 1: The Weight of History

1. The Ancient Roots of Conflict

The conflict between Israelis and Palestinians is often
portrayed as a modern phenomenon, rooted in the
aftermath of the British Mandate and the establishment
of the State of Israel. However, the tensions between
these two peoples have a much longer history,

stretching back to ancient times.

The earliest recorded conflicts between Israelis and
Palestinians date back to the biblical era, when the
Israelites, led by Moses, conquered the land of Canaan,
which was inhabited by the Canaanites, a Semitic
people closely related to the Israelites. This conquest
was marked Dby violence and bloodshed, as the
Israelites sought to establish their dominance over the

land.

Over the centuries, the Israelites and Palestinians

continued to clash over territory and religious beliefs.
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The Romans conquered the region in 63 BC, and their
rule was often oppressive, leading to several Jewish
revolts. After the fall of the Roman Empire, the region
was ruled by a succession of Byzantine, Arab, and

Crusader kingdom:s.

In the 16th century, the Ottoman Empire conquered the
region, and it remained under Ottoman rule for over
four centuries. During this time, the region was
relatively peaceful, as the Ottomans allowed Jews,

Christians, and Muslims to live and worship freely.

However, in the late 19th century, the rise of Zionism, a
movement that sought to establish a Jewish homeland
in Palestine, led to increased tensions between Jews
and Palestinians. This tension was exacerbated by the
British Mandate, which was established after the First

World War and gave the British control over Palestine.

The British Mandate was a period of great turmoil and
violence, as both Jews and Palestinians struggled for

control of the land. The British eventually withdrew
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from Palestine in 1948, and the State of Israel was
established. This led to the first Arab-Israeli war, which
resulted in the displacement of hundreds of thousands

of Palestinians from their homes.

The ancient roots of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict have
left a deep and lasting legacy of mistrust and animosity
between the two peoples. This legacy continues to
shape the conflict today, making it difficult to find a just

and lasting solution.



Chapter 1: The Weight of History

2. Colonialism and the Unraveling of the

Region

The legacy of colonialism in the Middle East casts a
long shadow over the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
European powers, driven by a thirst for resources and
geopolitical dominance, carved up the region into
arbitrary borders, disregarding the ethnic and religious
diversity of its inhabitants. This colonial meddling laid
the foundation for the tensions and conflicts that

continue to plague the region today.

One of the most significant consequences of
colonialism was the Balfour Declaration of 1917, in
which the British government expressed its support for
the establishment of a Jewish homeland in Palestine.
This declaration was made without consulting the
indigenous Arab population, who constituted the vast

majority of the region's inhabitants. The Balfour
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Declaration set the stage for the creation of the State of
Israel in 1948, which led to the displacement of
hundreds of thousands of Palestinians and the

outbreak of the first Arab-Israeli war.

The colonial powers also played a role in shaping the
political and economic structures of the Middle East.
They imposed artificial boundaries that divided ethnic
and religious groups, creating fertile ground for
conflict. They also established systems of governance
that favored certain groups over others, perpetuating

inequalities and resentment.

The legacy of colonialism continues to haunt the
Middle East today. The unresolved conflict between
Israel and Palestine is a direct result of the arbitrary
borders and political divisions imposed by colonial
powers. The region remains a tinderbox of ethnic and
religious tensions, with the potential for further

conflict always present.
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To fully understand the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, it is
essential to examine the role of colonialism in shaping
the region's history. The colonial powers' actions sowed
the seeds of conflict that continue to bear bitter fruit
today. Only by confronting this legacy can we hope to

find a just and lasting solution to the conflict.
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Chapter 1: The Weight of History

3. The Birth of Israel and the Palestinian

Diaspora
The Roots of Conflict

The birth of Israel in 1948 and the subsequent
Palestinian diaspora are pivotal moments in the history
of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. These events have
had a profound impact on the lives of millions of
people and continue to shape the dynamics of the

region.
The Creation of the State of Israel

The creation of the State of Israel was a watershed
moment in the history of the Middle East. It marked the
fulfillment of Zionist aspirations for a Jewish homeland
and the establishment of a safe haven for Jews fleeing

persecution around the world. However, the creation
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of Israel came at a great cost to the Palestinian people,

who were displaced from their homes and lands.
The Palestinian Diaspora

The establishment of Israel led to the displacement of
hundreds of thousands of Palestinians, who were
forced to flee their homes and seek refuge in
neighboring countries. These Palestinians became
known as the Palestinian diaspora, and their
experience of displacement and dispossession has

become a central issue in the conflict.
The Legacy of Conflict

The birth of Israel and the Palestinian diaspora have
had a profound impact on the region. The conflict
between Israelis and Palestinians has been ongoing for
decades, with no easy solution in sight. The legacy of

this conflict is one of pain, suffering, and division.
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The Search for a Just and Lasting Peace

Despite the challenges, there is a growing recognition
that a just and lasting peace is possible. The
international community has called for a two-state
solution, which would involve the establishment of a
Palestinian state alongside Israel. There are many
obstacles to overcome, but the search for peace

continues.
Conclusion

The birth of Israel and the Palestinian diaspora are
complex and controversial issues that have had a
profound impact on the Middle East. The conflict
between Israelis and Palestinians has been ongoing for
decades, and there is no easy solution in sight.
However, the search for a just and lasting peace

continues.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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